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bAgii-o-bahak. 

Bismtllah-ir-Rahman-ie-Rahim. 

Sithhdii Allah \ san^i liai ! ki jis ne ek muttlii khak so 

kya kya surateh aiir niitti ki muraten paida kin ! Ba-wujud do 
rang ke ek gora, ek kala ; aur yelii nak^ kaii, liaili^ paon sab ko diye 
kaih; tis par rang ba-rang ki shaklen judi judi banain, ki ek ki saj 
dhaj se dusre ka dil daul milta nahin ; karorofi kbilkat men jis ko 
ehahiye pahchan Kjiye. Asman us ke darya-i-wahdat ka ekbulbula 
Iiai, aur zamin pam ka batasba ; lekin yell tamasha hai ki samun- 
dar hazaroii lalireii marta liai par us ka bal bika naliih kar sakta. 
Jis ki yell kadrat aur sakat ho, us ki hamd-o-sana men zaban insan 
ki goyS gungi hai, Kalie to kya kahe ! Boh tar yeh hai ki jis 
bat men dam iia mar sake clmpka ho ralie. 

Arsh se le farsh tak jis ka ki yeh samdn hai, 

Harad us ki gar likhacliahun to kya imkan hai. 

Jab Payambar ne kaha ho main ne pahchana nalihi. 

Pher jo koi d'awa karc is ka, bara nadan hai. 

Rat din yeh mihr o-mah phirte hain san^at dekhte ; 

Par liar ek wahid ki surat dida-i-hairan hai. 

Jis ka sani aur mukahil hai na howega kabhu, 

Aise yakta ko jOiudai har tarah sbayaii hai. 

Lekin itna janta hdn Khalik-o-Razik hai woh ; 

Har tarah se mujh par us ka lutf aur ihsan hai, 

Aur darud us ke dost par jis ki khatir zamiu ko paida kiya, aur 
darja risalat ka diya. 

Jism-i-pak-i-Mustafa Allah ka ek nur hai, 

Is liye parchhain us kadd ki na thi, mashhur hai. 

Hausala mera kalian etna jo n^at us ki kahun, 

Par sukhaii-goyon ka yeh bin kd'ida dastur hai. 

Aur us ke al par salat-o-salam jo hain bdrah Imam. 
Ilarad-i-IIakk aur n'at-i-Ahmad ko yahan kar insiram, 

Ab main aghaz is ki karta bun jo hai manzur-i-kam. 
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Ya Ilahi ! waste apne Nabi ki dl ke 

Kar yeh men makbul-M- tabi-i-klias-o-fim, 

Mansba is talif ka yeh hai, ki ek bazar do sau pandrali san-i- 
Hijri, aur altharah sau ck sal-i-^I'sawi miitabik ek bazar do sau sfvt 
baras Fasli ke 'abdmen ashraf-iil-asbrafj Marquis Wellesley Governor 
General Lord Moruington sahib ke (jin ki t^ariE men •’akl hairanaur 
fabm sargardSn bai. Jetne wasf sardaron ko cbahiye uu ki zat men 
Khuda ne jamka kiye haiii. Gliaradh kismat ki kliiibi is mulk ki 
tin jo aisa hakim tashrif laya, jis ke kadam ke faidh se ek 'alam ne 
aram paya ; ma jal naliiii ki koi kisi par zabar-dasti kar sake ; slier 
aur bakri ek ghat pam pite haiii ; sarc gharfb ghuraba duM dete 
haih aur jite haiii.) cliarcha ^ilm ka j>haila ; sahibaii-i-zi^han koshauk 
hua ki Urdu ki zaban se wakif bo kar Hindustaniyoii se guEt-o- 
hunud karch aur mnlki kam ko ba-agabi-i-tamam anjam deh : is 
waste ketni kifabeh in sal l>a-mujib farmaisb ke talif hum. 

Jo sahil) dan a aur Hindustan ki zabau bolne wale baiii, un ki 
kin d mat men guzari^b karta huii^ ki kissa Cliar Darwesb ka ibtida 
men Arnir jOiusro Dehlawi ne is takrib se kaha ki lladhrat Nizam- 
ud-Din Auliya, zari zar-bakhsh, jo un ke pir tlie (aiir dargah un ki 
Dilli men ki’la se tin kos Lai Uarwaze ke baliar, Mitya Darwaze 
se age Lai Baiigle ke pas hai), un ki tabPat maiidi Inn ; tab mur- 
shid ke dil bablane ke waste Amir Kh usro yeb kissa haraesha kahte 
aur bimdrdari meii hadhir rahte. Allah ne eband roz meii sliifa di 
aab unboh no ghusl-i'-sihhat ke din yeh du^a di, ki jo koi is kisse ko 
stuneg^, Khuda ke fadhl se tandurust rahega : jab sc yeb kissa Fcirsi 
men murawwaj bn^. 

Ab khiidawand-i-n^imat, sahib-i-mumwat, najiboh ke kndrdan, 
John Gilchirst Sahib ne (ki bamesha ikbiil un ka ziyada rahe jab 
talak Ganga Jamua babe) Intf se farm^ya ki is kssie ko thohtli 
Hindustani guftgu men jo Urdu ke log, Hindu, Musalman, ^aurat 
raard, larke bale, khas-o-^am upas men bolte elialte baiii tarjama 
karo. Muwafik hukm hudhur ke main ne bin usi muhaware se 
likhna shur^u kiya, jaise fcoi batch karta hai, 

Palile apn4 ahwal ^asi gunaligar Mir Amman DilH-wdla bayan 
karta hai, ki mere buzurg Humayuh Badshah ke ^ahd se bar ek 
Wdshah ki rikab men pusbt ba-piisbt jah-fisbani baja late rabe, aur 
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\voh bill parwaiisli ki nazar se kadr-dani jetni clialiiye farraate ralie. 
Ja^ir-o-maii .ab aur khidmat ki "inayat se sarfaraz kar kar mal-a- 
mal aur nelial kar (liya; aur khaua-zad-i-maurusi aur mansabdar-i- 
kadimi zaban-i-mubarak se farmaya, cbunancbe yeli lakab badshalu 
dafatir nien dakhil bua. Jabaise ^hai* ki (ki sarc g'bar is g-har 
ke sabab abad tbe) yeh naubat pahuncbi ki zabir hai, {^aydh rd 
chi haijd'hl) tab Siiraj Mai Jat ne jagir ko dbabt kar liya, au 
Ahmad Sbab Durrani no j^bar bar taraj kiya. Aisi aisi tababi kha 
kar waise sbabr se (ki watan aur janam-bbum mera bai, aur aiiwal 
nal wabiii ^ani hai) jala watan hua. Aur aisa jabaz (ki jis ki 
iiakhuda ba<lshab tba) gbarat hua. Main be-kasi ke samundai 
meii gliotp kbane laga ; dubte ko tinke ka as3*a bahut hai : ketne 
haras balda-i-’Azimabad men dam liya, kucbh bani kucbh bign. 
Akbir wabaii se bbi paoii ukbre ; rozgar ne muwafakat na ki; ^ayal- 
o-atfal ko cbbor kar tan tanba kisbti par sawar bo asbraf-ul-bilad 
Kalkatte men ab-o-dane ke zor se a-pabuhcba. Chande bekari 
guzri : itiifiikan Nawwab Dilawar Jang ne biilwakar apne cbbote 
bliai Mir Muhammad Kazim Kh aii ki ata-liki ke waste iniikarrar 
kiya. Karib do sal ke wabah rabna bua, lokin nibab apna na 
dekba. Tab Mniislh Mir Babadur ^Ali Ji ke wasile se hudhurtak 
Jolm Gilclirist Sabib Bahadur ddma ikhdlnhd ke rasai bm. Bare 
tahi ki madad se aise jawaiirnard ka daman bath laga hai, clialiiye 
ki din kuclih bhale aweii ; nahih to yob bhi ghaiumat bai ki ck 
tukra kbakar paoh pbaila kar s:) rabta bun ; aur gbar men das 
adami cbbote bare parwarish pakar du’a is ly.idr-daii ko karte bain, 
Kli uda knbul kare. 

Hakikat Urdu ki zaban ki buzurgon ke miifib se yoii suni bai, 
ki DilH Sbabr Hinduoh ke nazdik chau-jugi bai; unhoh ke Baja 
parjakadim se wabaii rabte the aur apni bliakba bolte the. llazar 
haras se Mnsalmanoh ka ^amal hua, Sultan Mahmud Gbaznawi aya, 
pber Ghori aur Lodi badsliah hue; is tiraad-o-raft ko bais kucbb 
-zabanoh ne Hindu Musalman ki amezish pah Akbir Amir Timur 
ne (jin ke gbarane men ab talab nam nibad Saltanat ka cbala jata 
hai) Hindustan ko liya ; in ke ane aur rabne se lasbkar ka bazar 
sbahr men dakbil hua, is waste sbabr ka bazar Urdukablaya. Pher 
IJumayuu Badsbah Patbanoii ke bath se hairau bo kar walaynt 
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gae; akhir walidh se i^nkar paa-mandon ko gosh-mdli di, koi mufskl 
bakf na vaii£ ki fitna^o-fasad barpa kare. 

Jub Akbar Shah takht p«nr baithe, lab charon taraf ke niulkon 
fe sab kauin kadr-dani aur faidh-rasani is kliandaa’i- lasani ki sun- 
kar hudbur men akar jam’a hue ; lekin bar ek ki g03"ai aur boH 
judi judi tin. Ekatthe hone se apas men len den, sauda suluf, 
suwal jawab karte ek zaban Urdu ki mukarrar hui. Jab Hadhrat 
Shah Jahah Sahib-i-Kirah ne kilaM-mubarak aur jdm^i masjid aur 
shahr-panah t^amiu karwaya, aur Takht-i-Taus men jawaliir jar- 
waya, aur dal ladal se khiina choboh par istad kar tanaboh se 
khihchwaya ; aur Nawwab ^Ali Murad Khan nahr ko lekar aj’^a ; tab 
Badshah ne khusli ho kar jashn farmaya, aur shahr ko apna dar- 
ul-khilafat banaya. Tab se Shah-jahanabad mashhur hua (agarche 
Dilli judi hai, woh puraiia shahr aur yeh naya shahr kahlata hai), 
aur wahah ke bazar ko Urdu-i-Mu^alla khitab diya. 

Amir Timur ke ^ahd se Muhammad Shah kf badshahat balki 
Ahqiad Shah aur ^Alamgir-i-Sani ke wakt tak pirlu ba-pirhi sal- 
tanat yaksah chali ai : nidan zaban Urdu ki manjte mahjte aisi manji 
ki kisu shahr ki boll us se t^kkar nahm kh£tf. Lekin kadrdan 
mun|i£ chahiye 30 tajwiz kare ; so ab Khuda ne b^ad muddat ke 
John Gilchrist Sahib sa dand, nukta-ras, paida kiya, ki jinhoh ne 
apne gyan aur ugit se aur talash-o-mihnat se kd'^idoh ki kitaben 
tasnif kin. Is sabab se Hindustan ki zabdn ka mulkoh men 
riwaj hua, aur nae sar se is ki raunak ziydda hui, nahm to apn 
dastar o guftar o raftar ko koi bura nahih janta. Agar ek gahwar 
se puchhiye to shahr wdle ko nam rakhta hai, aur apne tain sab se 
behtar samajhtd bai. Khair, *dkildh Khud mi-ddnand. 

Jab Ahmad Shah Abdali Kabul se ay a aur shahr ko lutwdya^ 
Shah ^Alarn pdrab ki taraf the; koi waris aur ma 1 ik mulk ka na 
rabd; mulk be-sar hogaya. Sach bai badsbahut ke ikbal se shahr ki 
raunak thi, ekbargi tabahi pan. Rais wahan ke, main kahm aur 
turn kahm ho kar, 3'ahah jis ke sing samae wahah nikal gae. Jis 
mulk men pahuhche wahah ke adamiyoh ki sath sangat se bat chit 
meh fark ayd : aur bahut aise baih ki das pahch haras kisu sabab se 
DilU meh gae aur raha ; woh bhi kabah talak bol sakehge, kahm 
na kahm chuk bi jaehge. Aur 30 shakhs sab afateh sahkar Dilli ka 
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rora ho kar raha> aur das panch pushten usi shahr men guzrin^ aur 
us ne darbar umaraon ke aur mele tliele ^urs chharyaii^ sair iamasha 
anr kucha-gardi us slialir kt muddat talak ki hogi aur wahan se 
uikalne ke Vad apni z ibau ko lihdz m^n rakha hoga^ us ka bolna 
albatta thik h:»i. Yeh 'ajiz bln har ek shahr ki sair kartd aur 
tumaslia dekhta yahaa talak pahuneba kai. 

Shur'6 Kisse Ka. 

Ab agliaz kisse ka karta liuii, zara kaii dhar kar suno aur 
munsiK karo, Sair men Char Darwesh ki yon likha h.ii aur kahne 
wale ne is tarah kaha hai^ ki age Rum ke mulk men koi Shahan> 
shdli tha^ ki Nauslierawafi ki si ^adalat aur IJatim ki si sakjhawat 
us ki zat men thi. Nam us ka Azad Balcht tha. aur Shahr 

• — f ^ 

Kustuntmiya jis ko Istambol kahte haih us ki pae-takht. Us ke 
wakfe men ra’iyafc abad, khazana m^amur, lashkar muraffah, gharrb 
guraba dsuda, aise chain se guzr^n karte aur khushi se rahte ki har 
ek ke ghar men din ^I'd aur rat Shab-i-Barat thi. Aur jetne chor 
chakar^ jaib-kutre, subli"kheze> uthai-gire, dagMbaz the sab ko 
nesUo-n&bud kar kar iiam o nisbdn im ka apne mulk bbar men 
na rakha tha : sari rat darwaze ghiroii ke band na hote aur duk^- 
lien bazar ki khuli rahteh : rain musafir jangal maiddn men sona 
uohhilte chale jate, koina puchhta ki tumhare muhh men kai dink 
bain aur kalian jate ho. 

Us badshah ke ^amal men hazaroh shahr the^ aur haf sultan 
n’al-bandi dete; aisf barf saltauat par ek sa'at apne dil ko Khiida 
k{ yad aur bandagf se ghalU na karta ; arim dunya ka jo chahiye 
sab maujud tha^ lekin ek farzand^ ki zindagiiif ka phal hai^ us ki 
kismat ke bagh men ua tha* Is khitk aksar hkrmand rahta^ aur 
panebon wakt ki namaz ke b’ad apne Karim se kahta, ai Allah ! 
mujh ^ajiz ko tu ne apnf ^inayat se sab kuchh diyi, lekin ek is 
ahdhere ghar ki diyi na diyi, Yehi arman ji men baki hai ki 
meri nam-lewa aur pini-dewa koLnahih, aur tere khazSna-i-ghaib 
men sab kuchh maujud hai. Ek beti jita jagta mujhe de to meri 
nim aur U saltatiat ki nisban kaim rahe. 

Isi umid men Badshih k( ^umr chilis haras ki ho gai. Ek din 
slush m;ilitil men namaz adi kar kar wagifa parh rahe the, ek birgi 
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aine ki taraf khayil 30 karte hain^ to ek sufaid bdl mochhon men: 
laazar aya ki manind t^r-i-mukaiyash ke chamak raha hai. Bad- 
shah dekh kar ab-dida hue aur tbandi sans bbari. Pher dil men apne 
soch kiya ki afsos ! td ne etui ^umr nahakk barbad df, aur is 
dunya ki hirs men ek ^alam ko zer-o-zabar kiya. Etna mulk 30* 
liya tere kis kam awega ? Akhir yeh sard mal asbab koi dusra 
nrawega. Tujhe to paighana maut ka a chuka, agar koi din jiye 
bhi to badan ki tdkat kain hogi : is so yeh m^alum hota hai ki merf 
takdir men nahin likha kl waris chhatar aur takbt ka paida bo. 
Akhir ek roT; mama hai aur sab kuchh chlior jdna hai ; is se yeh 
behtar h:ii ke main hi ise chhor dun aur baki ziudagi apiie Khalik 
ki yad men katun. 

Yeh bat apne dil men thahra kar pain-i-bagh men ja kar sab* 
miijraiyon ko 3*awab de kar farmaya ke koi aj se mere pas na awe,. 
sab diwau-i-^ain men aya jaya karen aur apne kam men musta'id 
rahen. Yah kah kar dp ek makan men 3‘d baithe aur musalla 
bichha kar ^ibadat men mashghul hue. Siwai rone aur ah bharno 
ke kuchh karn na tba. Isi tarah Badshah Azad Bakht ko kai din 
guzre; sham ko roza kholne ke wakt ek chhohara khate aur tin 
ghoht pani pite, aur tamarn diii rat jae-nainaz par pare rahte. 
Is bat ka babar cbarcha phaila ; rafta rafta tamam mulk men 
khabar gai ki Badshah ne badshahat se hath khihch kar gosha^ 
nashiui ikhtiyav ki. Charon ghanimoh aur mufsidwi ne sar 
uthdya aur kadam apni hadd se barhaya. Jis ne chaha mulk daba 
Irya aur saranjdm sar^kashi ka kiya, Jahan kahih hakim the un 
ke hukm men khalal-i-^azira wuVi hua. Har ek sube se ^ardhi 
bad-^umali ki hudhur men pabuhchi. Darbari umara jetne the 
jam'a hue aur salah maslihat kerne lage. 

Akhir yeh tajwiz tliahri, ke Nawab Wazir ^akil aur daua hai, 
aur Badshah ka mukarrab aur m’utamad hai,. aur darje men bhi sab> 
se bard hai, us ki khidmat men chaleh, dekheh woh kya mundsib 
jan kar kahtd hai. Sab ^urada amir Wazir ke pas ae aur kaha^ 
Badshah ki yeh §iirat aur mulk ki woh hakikat ; agar chande aur 
tagh^fiil hua to is mihnat ka mulk liya hud muft men jata rahega,. 
pher hdth dnd bahut mushkil hai. Wazir purdna namak-hhalal aur 
l^klmand, udm bhi Khiradmand, ism la musammd thd, bold) agarcho 
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Bddshali ne hudhur mea dne ko man’a kija hai^ lekin tumchalo 
main bbi chalta hiih ; IQiada. kare Badshdh ki mardhi men dwe jo 
rubaru bulawe. Yeli kali kar sab ko apne sdth dfwan-i-^dm tak 
layd ; un ko waban chhor kar dp diwan-i-khdiss men aya^ aur Bddshdh 
ki khludmat men mahalH ke hath kahla bheja ki yeh pfr ghuldm 
hadhir bai, kai dinoh se jamal-i>jaban-ara iiahfn dekhd, nmldwdr 
bun ki ek nazar dakh kar kadam-bosi karun, to khatir jam’a ho, 
Yeh ^ardh Wazfr ki Bddshali ne suni; azbaski kiddmat aurkhair- 
khwahi aur jan-nisari us ki jante the, aur aksar us ki bdt mante 
the, Vad taammul ke fariuaya Khiradmand ko bula lo. Bare, jab 
parwdnagi hui, Wazfr hudhur men ayd, ddab baja lays, aur dast-basta 
khara rahd. Dekha to Badshdh ki ^ajab §urat ban rahi hai ki zdr 
ba«zdr rone aur dubldpe se dhkhoh men halke par gae bain, aur 
chehra zard hogaya hai. 

Khiradmand ko tab na rahi, be ikhtiydr kadamoh par jd gird. 
Bddshdh ne hdth se sar us kd uthdyd aur farmaya, lo, mujhe dekha> 
khatir jam^a bui? Ab jao, ziydda majhe na satao, turn saltanat 
karo. Khiradmand sun kar ddrh mar kar royd aur ^ardh ki. 
Ghuldm ko dp ke tasaddiik aur saldmati se hamesha badshahat 
muyassar liai ; lekin Jahdh-pandh ki yak bayak is tarah ki gosha- 
gfri se tamam mulk men tahlukd par gayd hai, aur anjam iskd ach- 
chhd nahih. Yeh kyd khaydl mizaj-i-mubarak men dyd? Agar is 
khdnaza.d>i-maurdsi ko bhi mahram is raz ka kijiye to behtar hai, 
jo kucbh ^akl-i-uakis men dwe iltimds kare. Ghuldmoh ko jo yeh 
saifardzyah bakhshi haiii, is! diu ki wdste ki Bddshdh 'aish o dram 
kareh aur namak-parwarde tadbir men mulk ki raheh. Khudd na 
khwdsta jab fikr mizaj-i-^dli ke lahik hui to bandahae badshahi kis 
din kam dwehge ? Badshdh ne kaha sach kabta hai, par jo fikr mere 
ji ke andar hai so tadbir se babar hai. 

Sun iu Khiradmand, meri sari ^umr isi mulk-giri ke dard-i-sar 
men kati, ab yeh sin o sal hud, age maut bdki hai so us ka bhi pnigbam 
ayd, ki siyah bal sufaid ho chale. Woh masal hai, sdri rat soe ab 
i^ubbh ko bbi na jagen ? Ab tak ek beta paida na hud jo meri 
khatir jam^a hoti; is liye dil saklit udas hud, aur main sah kucbh 
chhor baitha ; jis ka ji cbahe mulk 1e yd mdl le, mujhe kuchb kam 
nahin : balki koi din men yeh irdda rakhta hun ki sab chhor chhdr 
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kar jan^al aur pah£ron men nikal jaun^ aur munh apna kisd ko na 
dikh^un^ isi t^rah yeli cband roz ki zindagi basar karun. Agar 
koi makan khush dya to wahan baith kar bandagi apae M^abud ki 
bajd lauh. Sbayad ^akibat bakbhir ho. Aur dunyd ko to khub 
dekbd, kuchh maza lia pdya. Etni bat bol kar aur ek ah bhar kar 
Bddshdh cbup hue. 

£hir;idmand un ke bap ka wazir tha ; jab yeb shahzdde the tab 
se muhabbat rakbtd tha^ ^alawa daua aur nek-andesh tbd. Kabne 
laga Khudd ki jandb se na-umid bond bargiz mundsib nahih^ jis 
ne bezhdab bazar ^alam ko ek hukm men paida kiyd^ tumheh au}ad 
dem us ke nazdik kya ban bat hai? Kibla^-i-^alam, is tasawwur-i- 
batil ko dll se dur karo^ nahm to tamam 'alam darbam barham ho 
jawega. Aur yeh saltanat ki kis kis mihuat aur mashakkat se 
tumbaie buzurgoh ne aur turn ne paida ki had^ ek zara men bath se 
nikal jawegi, aur be khabari se mulk wirdn ho jdega. Khhuda na 
khwasta badndmi hdsil hogi. Is par bhi baz-purs roz*i-!Kiyamat 
ki hud chabe^ ki tujhe badsbali band kar apne bandoh ko tere 
liawdle kiyd thd^ tu bamari ralimat se rodyus hud aur r^aiyat ko 
hairdn pat eshdn kiyd. Is suw^l ka kya jawab doge? Pas ^ibadat 
bhi us roz kam na awegi^ is wds^e ki adami ka dil Khbuda ka gbar 
hai, aur badsbah faka^ ^adl ke waste puchhe jaehge» Ghuldm ki 
be-adabi inu'af ho, gbar se jdud aur jangal jangal phirnd kam jogiyon 
aur fakiroh ka hai, na ki badsbdhoh ka ; turn apne joga kdm karo ; 
Khuda ki yad aur bandagi jangal pabar par maukuf iiahih. Ap 
ne yeb bat suni hogi. 

Khudd is pas, yeh dhdhdhe jangal men ; 

Phahdbord shahr men larka bagh^l men. 

Agar man^ifi farmdiye aur is fidwi ki 'ardh kabul kijiye to 
behtar yoh hai ki Jahah-pandb bar dam aur bar sd^at dhydn apnd 
Khudd ki Ifigd kar du^d manga kareh. Us ki dargdh se koi 
mahrdm nahih rabd. Din ko band-o-bast mulk ka aur insaf 
^addlat gharib ghurabd ki farmdeh, to bande Khuda ke ddman-i- 
daulat ke save men ba amn o amdn khush guzran raben. 
Aur rat ko^ ibddat kijiye; aur darud Payambar-i*Khudd ki ruh- 
i pdk ko niydz kar kar darwesh gosha-nashiu mutawakkiloh se ma- 
dad lijiye ; aur roz i*atib yatim, asir, ^ayahddroh, muhtajon, aur 
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ran4 bewdon ko kardijiye. Aise achohhe kamon aur nek-niyaton ki 
barakat se Khuda chdhe to utnfd-i-kawx hai ki tumhare dil ke 
maksad aur matlab sab pure bon, aur jis waste mizaj-i-^alf mukad- 
dar bo raba hai wob arzu bar awe, aur khushi kbatir-i-sharif ko 
bojawe. Parwardagar ki Mnajat par nazar rakbiye, ki wob ek dam 
men jo ebabta hai karta hai. Bare Kbhiradmand wazir ki aisi aisi 
^ardh m'arudh karne se Azad Bakht ke dil ko dharas bandhf. Far* 
mdya, achcbha, tu jo kahta hai bbala yeb Lhi kar dekhen; age jo 
Allah ki mardbi hai so boga. 

Jab Badsbalike dil ko tasalli hui, tab Wazir se puchha ki sab 
amir o dabir ky a karte bain aur kis tarah bain ? Us ne ^ardb ki sab 
arkdu-i-daulat ICibla-b^alam ke jau o mal ko du^a karte bain. Ap ki 
fikr se sab hairan o pareshan ho rahehaiii. Jamal-i-mub^rak dikli- 
aiye to sab ki khatir jam^a howe. Cbunanehe is wakt diwan-i-^am 
men hadhir bain. Yell sun kar Badsliah ne hukm kiya, in s/id AUdh 
ta^dld kal darbar karunga; sab ko kab do, hadbir rahen. Khirad- 
mand yeh w^ada sun kar khush hua, aur donon bath uthS kar du’a 
di ki jab talak yeb zamin o asman barpa bain tumbaia tajo takbi 
kaim rahe. Aur liudbur se rukbsat ho kar khusbi kbushi bahar 
nikla, aur yeh khusb-kbabri umaraon se kabi. Sab amir hansi kbusbi 
gbar ko gae. Sare shalir men anand ho gay a. R^afyat parja ma^an 
hue ki kal Badsbah bar-i-^am karega; subh ko sab khanazad ^ala 
adna, aur arkan-i- daulut, cbbote bare apne apne pae aur martabe 
par akar kbarebue aur muntazir jalwa-i-badshahi ke the. 

Jabpabar din cbarba ek bargi parda utha, aur Padsb&h ne bara- 
mad bo kar takbt-i-mubarak par julus farmaya. Naubat-Miane 
men shSdyane bajne lage. Sabhon ne nazren mubarakbad ki guz- 
ranin, aur mujragah men taslim^t o kornishat baja Ide. Muwafik 
kadr o manzilat ke bar ek ko sarfarazi hui, sab ke dil ko kbushi 
aur chain hua ; jab do pahar bui, barkhast bo kar andarun-i-ma- 
ball men dakbil hue, kbasa nosh-i-jan farma kar kbwabgah men araiii 
kiya. Us din se Badsbah ne yelu mukarrar kiya ki bamesha subh 
ko darbar kiya, aur tisre pahar kitab ka sbughl yd wird o \^azira 
parbna, aur Kbudd ki dargab men taubab istighfar kar kar a]>ne 
matlab ki du^a mangni. 
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Ek roz kitab men bbi likhd dekha ki agar kisi ehakhs ko ghamin 
ya fikr aisi lahik ho ki us ka ^ilaj tadlur so na ho sake to chahiye ki 
takdir kehawale kare, aur Sp goristan Id taraf ruj^u, kare ; darud 
tufail Paighambar ki ruh ke, un ko bakhslie ; aur apne taih nest 
o nabud samajh kar dil ko is ghaflat-i-dunyawi se hoshyar rakhe, aur 
^ibrat se rowe ; aur Khudd ki kudiat ko dekhe ki mujh se age kaise 
kaise sahib-i-mul k o ^azana is zamfn par paida hue ; lekin asmto 
ne snb ko apne gardish men la kar khak men mila diya. Yeh kaha* 
wat hai — 

Chalti cbakki dekh kar diya Kabird ro ; 

Do patan ke bieh a, sabit gay a na ko. 

Ab jo dekhiye siwae ek initti ke dber ke un ka kuchh nishaii 
baki nahm raha ; aur sab daulat-i-dunya, ghar bar, al aulad, ashna 
dost, naukar chakai', hath! ghore, chhor kar akele pare haih. Yeh 
sab un ke kuchh kam na ayd; balki ab koi nam bhi nahm janta 
ki ye kaun the ; aur kabr ke andar ka ahwal m^alum nahih ki 
kire makore, chiuhti, s4hp un ko kha gae, ya un par kya biti, aur 
IQhuda se kaisi bani. Ye batch apne dil men soch kar sari dunya ko 
pekhne ka khel jane, tab us ke dil ka ghuncha hamesha shigufta 
rahegd, kisu halat men pazhn^urda na hoga. Yeh nasihat jab kitab 
men mutdla^a ki, Bddshah ko Khiradmand Wazir kd kahnd ydd ayd^ 
aur donoh ko mutdbik pdyd. Yeh shauk hud ki is par ^amal kar dh, 
lekin sawar ho kar aur bhir bhdr le kar badshahoh ki tarah 
se jand aur phirnd mundsib nahm. Bebtar yeh hai ki libds badal 
kar rdt ko akele makbaron men yd kisi mard-i-Khudd gosha-nashm 
ki khidmat men jdyd karuh aur shab-beddr rahuh; shdyad in mardoh 
ke wasiie se dunyd ki murad aur ^Akibat ki nijat muyassar ho, 

Yeh bdt dil men mukarrar kar kar ek roz rat ko mote jhote 
kapre peheu kar kuchh riipai ashrafi le kar chupke kiVe se bdhar 
nikle aur maiddn ki rdh li. Jate jdte ek goristdn men pahuhche, 
nihdyat sidk-i-dil se daiud parh rahe the- Aur us wakt bad-i-tund 
chal rahi thi, balki dhdbi kabd cbdhiye. Eklargi Badslidh ko dur 
se ek sh^ula sd nazar dyd ki indnind subh ke tdre ke rausbau hai. 
Dil men apne khaydl kiyd ki is dhdhi aur ahdhere men yehratishani 
khdli hikmat se nahm. Ayd yeh tilism hai ? Ki agar phitkiri aur 
gandhak ko chiragh men batti ke as pas chhirak dijiyo, to kaisi hi 
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hawa chale gul na hoga ; ya kisu wall ka chei'dgh hai ki jalta hai ? 
Jo kuchh ho so ho, chal kar dekha chahiye. Shayad is sham^a ke 
nur se mere bla ghar ka cheragh rausban ho, aurdil ki murad mile^ 
Yeh niyat kar ke us taraf ko ehale ; jab nazdik pahuhche, dekha to 
char fakir benawa gale men kafniyah dale, aur sar zanu par dhare^ 
^alam-i-behoshi men khamosh baithe haih. Aur unka yeh ^alaiu 
hai jaise koi musafir apue mulk aur kaum se bichhay kar^ bekasi aur 
muflisi ke ranj o ghamm men girift^r ho kar hairan rah jata hai, 
Isi tarah se ye charoh naksh-i-diwar ho rabe haih ; aur ek cheragh 
patthar par dhara timtima raha hai^ hawa hargiz us ko uahm lagti 
goyd fanus us ki asman bana hai, ki be-khatre jalta hai. 

Azad Bakht ko dekhte hi yakiu aya ki mukarrar teri arzu in* 
mardan-i-Khuda ke kadam ki barakat se bar awegi, aur teri 
umid ka sukha darakht in ki tawajjuh se hara ho kar phalega. In 
ki khidmat men chal kar apna ahwal kah, aur majlis ka sharik ho ; 
shayad tujh par rahm kha kar du^a kareh jo Be-niyaz ke yahah 
kubul ho. Yeh ir^ida kar kar ehaha ki kadam age dhare ; wahih akl 
ne samjhaya ki ai be-wukd£ jaldi na kar ; zara dekh le; tujhe kya 
m^alum hai ki ye kaun haih, aur kahah se ae haih ? Aur kidhar 
jate haih? Kya janeh yedeo haihya ghul-i-bay fibani haih,ki adami 
ki surat ban kar baham mil baithe haih ? Bahar surat jaldi karna 
aur un ke darmayan ja kar mukhill hona khub nahih. Abhi ek 
goshe meh ehhup kar hakikat in darweshoh ki janna chahiye, 
Akhir Badshah ne yehi £iya ki ek kone meh us makau ke chupka 
Ja baitha ki kisu ko us ke due ki ahat ki kbabar na hui, aur apna 
dhyan un ki taraf lagaya ki dekhiye apas meh ky< bdt chit karte 
haih. Ittifakan ek fakir ko chhihk ai, shukr Khuda ka kiya; woh 
tinoh kalandar us ki awaz se ebauhk pare, cheragh ko uskaya ; t^ik 
to raushan thd, apne apne bistaroh par hukke bhar kar pine lage» 
Ek un dzadoh meh se bold, ai yardnd-hamdard wa rafikan-i-jahah- 
gard ! ham char surateh asman ki gardish se aur lail o nahdr ke 
inlfilab se dar badar khak basar ek muddat phirih. Alhamdu lilldk 
ki tal'i ki madad aur kismat ki yawari se is makam par baham mu- 
Idkat bui. Aur kal ka ahwal kuchh m^alum nahih ki kya pesli 
awe, ek gamat raheh ya juda juda ho jaweh. Bat bari pah&r hoti 
hai, abbi se par par rabna khub nahih ; is se yeh bebtar hai ki apni 
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apnf sar-guzasht jo is dunyd men jis par biti ho (ba shar^e ki jhutli 
ns men kauri bhar na ho) bay^n kare, to baton men rat kat jae. 
Jab thori shab baki rahe tab lot pot rahenge. Sabhon ne kaha ya 
Hadi jo kuchh irshad hota hai Lam ne kubul kija. Pahle ^p hi 
apna ahwal jo dekha hai shnr’u kijye, to bam mustafid hon. 


Sair Pahle Darwbsh Kf. 

Pahla Darwesli do-zanu ho baithd aur a})ni sair kd Wssa is 
tarahse kahne laga. Ya M^abud Allah ! zara itlhar uiutawajjih ho, 
aur majara is be-sar-o-pa kd suno. 

Yeh sar-guzasht meri zara kau dhar suno ; 

Mujh ko falak ne kardiya zer o zabar suno, 

Jo kuehh ki pesh ai hai shiddat mere tarn, 

Us ka bayan kartahuh, turn sar-ba-sar suno» 

Ai ydrdn I Meri paidayi«h aur watan buzurgon ka Mnlk-i- 
Yaman hai. . Walid is ^ajiz ka Malik-ut-tujjar Khwdja Ahmad 
nam bard saudagar tba. Us wakt men koi mabajan ya baipari uir 
ke barabar na tbd. Aksar sbahroh men kothiyah aur gumdshte 
kharid o farokht ke wds^e mukarrar the ; aur Idkhoh rupai nakd aur 
jins mulk mulk ki ghar men maujud thi. Un ke yahdh do larke paidd 
hue, ek to yehi fakir jo kafni sell pahne hue murshidoh ki hudhure 
men hadhir aur boltd hai. Dusri ek bahan jis ko Kiblagdh ne apni 
jite ji aur shahr ke saudagar-bache se sbddikar di thi. Woh apni 
susrdl men rahti thi, Gharadh jis ke ghar men etni daulat aur ek 
larkd ho, us ke Idd pydr ka kyd thikand hai ? Mujh fakir ne bare 
ohdo choz se md hdp ke sde men parwarisb pdf^ aur parhnd likhud 
sipdhgari kd kasb o fann saudagari ka bahi khala roz-nama sikbne 
lagd. Chaudab baras tak uihayat khuslu aur betikri men guzri; 
kucbb dunyd kd andeshd dil men na dyd. Yak-bayak ek hi sal 
men wdlidain kadhd-i-Ilahi se mar gae. 

Ajab tarah ka ghamm hua, jiska baydn nahin kar sakta. Ek 
bdrgi yatim ho gayd. Koi sar par burha bard na raha. Is musi^ 
bat-i-n^gaham se rat din royd karta ; khand pani sab chhut gaya. 
Chalis din jeon teoh kar kate, Chehlum men apne begana chhote 
bare jam^a hue, Jab'Fdtilia se faragbat Uui, sab ne fakir ko 
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Wp ki pagii bandhwai, aur saiujiidy^. Dunya men sab ke mi b4p 
marte ae bain, aur aphe tarn bbi ek roz mama liai. Pas sabr karo 
apne gher ko dekho ; ab bap ki jagab turn sarddr hue, apne bar- 
o-bar len den se hushyar ralio. Tasalli de kar we rukhsat hue. 
Gumasbte, kSr-o-ban jetne tbe an kar Mdhir hue, nazren dm aur 
bole, kothe nakd o jins ke apni nazar-i-mubarak se dekh lijiye. 
Ek bargi jo us daiilat-i-be-intiha par nigab pan, ahkben khul gain. 
Diwan-khane ki taiyari ko hukm kiya, Farrashon ne farsh 
furdsli biciiha kar chbafc, parde, chilwanen takalluf ki laga dm, aur 
acholihe acbcbhe kbidmatgar didard naukar rakhe. Sarkar se zark 
bark ki poshaken banwa din. Fakir masnad par takya \ag& kar 
baitha. Waise bi adami ghunde, bhangre, muft khane pine wdle 
jhdtbe, khushamadiye d kar ashna hue aur musahib bane. Un se 
atb pahar suhbat rabne lagi. Har kahin ki bateh aur zatalen 
wabi tababi idhar udhar ki karte, aur kabte, is jawani ke 'alam men 
ketld M harab ya gul-i.gulab khinchwaiye, naznm in'ashukoh 
ko bulwa kar un ke sdtb pijiye aur ^aish kijiye, 

Gharadh adami ka Shaitan adami hai. Har dam ke kahne sunne 
se mizdj bahak gaya. Sharab, nach aur jue ka charcha ehur d hua. 
Pber to yell naubat pahuncbi ki saudagari bbul kar tamashlfni ka 
aur dene lene ka sauda hua, Apne naukar aur rafikon ne jab yeh 
ghaflat dekhf, jo jis ke bath para alag kiya ; goyd Idt macha di. 
Kuchh khabar na tin ketnd rupya kharch hota hai, kahah se ata 
aur kidhar jata baa ? dfl-i-berafim. Is darkharcbi ke 

age agar ganj Karun ka bota to bbi wafa na karta. Kai baras ko 
^arse men ek bargi yeh halat hui ki fakat topi aur langoti bdqi rahi. 
Dost ashna jo dant kati roti khate the, aur chamclia bhar khdn 
apna har bat men zabdn se nisar karte the kafur bo gae; balki 
rah bat men agar kabin bbent mulakat ho jati, to ankhen chord 
kar munb pber lele ; aur naukar cbakar, kbidmatgar, baheliye, 
dhelait, khas-bardar, sabit-kbani sab cbhor kar kinare lage. Koi 
bdt ka pucblme wala na ralia jo kahe yeh kya tumhara hdl hua ? 
Siwae ghamm aur a£sos ke koi rafik na thahra. 

Ab damn ki tbucldiyan rauynssar nalnn jo chaba kar pani 
piyun ; do tin fake karake klunche, tab bhukh ki na la saka. Lachar 
be-haydi ka bnrka^a munb par dal kar yeh kasd kiya ki baban ke 
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pas chaliye. Lekiii yeh sharra dil men atf thi ki Ifiblag^h ki 
wafat ke b^ad na bahan se kiiclih suldk kiy 4 , na khali khaft likha ; 
balki us ne do ek kbatt kbutut matam-pursi aur islitiyak ke jo 
likhe, nn ka bhi jawab is kbwab-i-khargosli men na bheja. Is 
sharmindagi se 31 to na chahta tha, par siwae us ghar ke aur koC 
tlukana nazar men na thahra. Jeon teon pa-piyada, khali hath 
girta parta bazar mihnat se we kai manzileh kat kar hamsbir ke 
shahr men ja kar us ke makan par pabuhcha. Woli m&fi-jai 
mera yeh hal dekh kar balaeh li aur gale mil kar bahut roi. Tel, 
mdsh aur kale take mujh par se sadke kiye. Kahiie lagi agarchi 
mulakat- se dil bahut khush hud, lekm bhaiya, teri yeh kya surat 
bani? Us ka jawab main kuchh na de saka. Afikhofi men ahsu 
•dabdaba kar chupka ho raha, Bahan ne jaldi khasi poshak silwa 
kar hammam men bheja. Neha dho kar wo kapre pehne. Ek 
makdn apne pas bahut achchha takulluf ka mere rahne ko mukarrar 
kiya. Subh ko sharbat aur lauziyat, halwd sohan, pista maghzi 
nashte ko, aur tisre pahar mewa khusk o tar phal phalari, aur rat 
din donoh wakt polao, nan, kalye, kabab tuhfa tuhta mazadar 
mahgwd kar apne rubaru khila kar jati; sab tarah khatir-dari 
karti. Maih ne waisi tasdT ke b^ad jo yeh aram paya, Kh,uda kf 
dargdh men hazdr bazar shukr baja laya. Kai malnne is faraghat 
«e guzre ki paoh us khalwat se bahar na rakba. 

Ek din woh baban jo bajae walida ke meri kbatir rakhti tb( 
kabne lagi, ai biran ! tu meri ankhoh ki putli aur ma bap ki mui 
mitti ki nisliani hai, Tere ane se mera kaleja tbanda hua. Jab 
tujhe dekhti liuh bdgh bagh hoti bun. Tu ne mu jhe niljal kiya ; 
lekin mardoh ko Khuda ne kamdne ke liye banaya hai, gliar men 
baiihe rabna im ko lazim nabih. Jo mard nikliafctu bo kar ghar 
seta hai, us ko dunya ke log t'ana mohna dete bain ; khususan is 
sbahr ke adami cbhote bare be sabab tumhare rahne par kahenge, 
apne bdp ki daulat dunya ko kho kar bahnoi ke tukroh par a para. 
Yeh nihayat begh'airati aur meri tumhari hahsai aur ma bap ke n£m 
ko sabab laj lagne ka hai j nahih to main apne chamre ki jutiyan 
bana kar tujbe pahnauii, aur kaleje men dal rakhuh. Ab yeh 
«a1ah hai, ki. safar ka kasd karo. I^udd cbdhe to din pfaireh 
aur is Jiairani aur rauflisike badle khatir-jam^i aur kh ushi hasil ho. 
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Yeh bdt sun kar mujhe bhi ghairat ai ; us ki nasihat pasand ki, 
Jawab diya, achchha ab turn maki jagah lio, jo kalio so karun. 
Yeh meii mardki pa kar ghar men ja ke pachas tore ashrafi ke 
asil lauridiyoh.ke hathoh men levva kar mere age la rakhi, aur boli, 
ek kAfila saudagaroh ka Demashk ko jala hai Turn in rupaon se 
jins tijarat ki kharid karo. Ek tajir imandar ke hawale kar ke, 
dast-awez pakki likliwa lo ; aur ap bhi kasd Demashk kA karo, 
Wahah jab khairiyat se ja pahuhcho, apna mal rn^a manaf'i samajh 
bujh lijiyo ; ya Ap bechiyo. Main woh uakd le kar bAzar men gayA ; 
asbAb saudAgari ka kharid kar kar ek bare saiidagar ke sapurd kiya. 
Nawisht khwAnd se khitir-jam'a kar H. Woh tajir darya ki rah se 
jahaz par sawar ho kar rawAna huA. Fakir ne khushkf ki rAh 
chalne ki taiyari ki. Jab rukhsat hone lags, bahan ne ek sire pao 
bhari aur ek ghora jarau saz se tawadh^u kiya ; aur mithai pakwAn 
ek khasdan men bhar kar harni se latka diya ; aur chhagal panj 
ki shikar-band men bandhva di. Imam Dhamin ka rupiya mere 
bazu par bAhdha j dahi ka tika mathe par laga kar Ahsu pi kar 
boli, sidhAro, tumheh Khuda ko sohpA ; pith dekhao jate ho, isi 
tarh jald apnA muhh dekhAiyo. Main ne Fatiha khair ki parh 
kar kaha^ tumhAiA bin AllAh hafiz hai ; main ne kubul kiya 
Wahah se nikal kar ghore par sawAr huA, aur Khuda ke tawakkul par 
bharosa kar ke do mauzil ki ek manzil kartA hua Demashk ke pAs 
ja pahunchA. 

Gharadh jab sbahr ke darwAze par gayA, bahut rAt ja chuki thi. 
DarbAn aur nigah-banoh ne darwaza band kiya tha. Main ne 
bahut mi nnat ki ki musafir huh, dur se dhAwa mAre AtA huh; 
agar kewAr khol do shahr men ja kar dAne ghAs kA ArAm pAuh; 
Andar se ghurak kar bole, is wakt darwAza kholue kahukm nahih ; 
kyauh etni rat gae turn Ae? Jab maih ne jawab-i-sAf un se sunA. 
shahr-panAh ki diwAr ke tale ghore par se utar zin-posh bichhA 
kar baitha. JAgne ki khAtir idhar udhar tahalne lagA. Jis wak 
Adhi rAt idhar aur Adhi rAt udhar hui, sunsAn ho gayA. DekhtA 
kyA huh ki ek sanduk kiFe ki diwar par se niche chalA Ata hai, 
Yeh dekh kar maih achambhe meh huA ki yeh kyA tibsm hai ? 
Shayad Kh^dA 'ne raeri haiiAni o sar-gardAm par rahm khA kar 
khazana ghaib se ^inayat kiyA. Jab woh sanduk zamin par thahra^ 



16 


JBdgh-o^bahdr. 


(}arte darte main p4s gaya ; dekh^ to k^th ka sandtik hai. Lilaeh 
se use khola; ek m’ashuk khub-sdrat kimni si ’aurat (jis ke dekhne 
se liosh jata rahe) ghail lahu men tar-ba-tar, inklien band kiye 
pari kulbulati hai ; ahista ahista hohth hilte haih^ aur yeh ivf&z 
muhh se nikilti hai, ai kam-ba^chfc be-wafa ! ai zalina pur-jafa 1 
balla is bhalai aur raahabbat ka yehi tha 30 tu ne kiya ? Bliala ek 
zaihm aur bill laga ; main ne apna tera insaf Khuda ko sohpa. 
Yeh kah kar usi be-hoshi ke ^alam men dopat^e ka ahcbal muhh 
par le liya, meri tara£ dhyan na kiyfi. 

Fakir us ko dekh kar aur yeh bat sun kar sun hua. Ji men 
ay a, kisi bo-haya zalim ne kyauh aisi naleum sanatn ko zakhrni 
kiya? Kya in ke dil men aya aur hSth is par kyauh chalaya ? 
Is ke dil meh to raahabbat ab tak baki hai, 3*0 is 3 *ah-kaudani ki 
halat meh us k> y4d karti hai. Maih ap hi 4p yoh kah raha th4, 
4 waz us ke kau meh gai. Ek martaba kapra muhh se sarkd kar 
mujh ko dekha. Jis wakt us ki nigaheh meri nazroh se larih, 
raujhe ghash ane aur 31 sansan4ne lag4, Bazor apne tarn th4hbd ; 
jurat kar ke puchhS, sach kaho turn kaim ho aur ky4 majaia hai ? 
Agarbayan karo to mere dil ko tasalli ho. Yeh sun kar, agarche 
Wkatboliie ki na thl, 4histe se kaha shukr hai. Merihalat zaHimoh 
ke raare yeh kuchh ho rahi hai, kyd khak boluh ? Koi dam ki mehman 
huh ; jab meri jan nikal jawe to IC^uda ke waste jawah-mardi kar 
ke mujh bad-baWit ko isi sanduk meh kisi jagah gar dijiyo, to 
main bhale bure ki zabdn se nijat pauh, aur tu dakhil sawab ke ho. 
Etna bol kar chup hui. 

Rat ko mujh se kuchh tadbir na ho saki ; woh sanduk apne 
pas utha laya aur gharyah ginne laga, ki kab etm rat tamam ho 
to fajr ko shahr meh jd kar jo kuchh ^ilaj is ka ho sake ba- 
makdur apne karuh. Woh thori si rat aisi pahar ho gai ki dil 
ghabra gaya. Bare KbiUda Khuda kar subh jab nazdik hui murgh 
bold, adaraiyoh ki awaz due lagi. Maih ne fajr ki namaz parh 
k.ji sanduk ko ^urjin meh kasa. Jonhih darwazd shahr ka 
khu!d maih shahr meh dakhil hud. Har ek ddami aur dukau^dar 
se l^awel^ kerde ki taldsh karne laga. |)hundhte dhundhte ek 
ir.akdn Wiush-kat^a, nayd, faragbat ka, bhdre le kar jd utra, Pahle 
<UB m’ashuk ko ^anduk se nikal kar rui ke phahoh par mulaim 
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biehhona kar ke ek goshe men letaya, aur adami ^itibari wab&n 
cbhor kar fakir jarrdh ki talash men uikla. Har ek se puohhta 
tka ki is shahr men jarrah karigar kaun hai aur kahan ralita hai ? 
Ek sliakhs ne kaha ek hajjarn jarrahi ke kasb aur hakimi ke fann 
men yakka hai aur is kam men nipaf pakka hai ; agar murde ko 
118 ke pas lejao^ l^uda ke hukm se aisi tadbir kare ki ek bar wob 
bhf ji u^iie. Woh is mohalle men rahta hai, aur ^Isa nam hai. 

Main yeh muzhda sun kar be-ikhtiyar chala. Talash karte 
karte pats se us ke darwdze par pahuhcha. Ek mard sufakl-rish ko 
dehifz par baithe dekha^ aur kaf adami marham ki taiyari ke liye 
kuchh pis pas rake the. Fakir ne mare khushamad ke adab se 
salatn kiya aur kaha^ main tumbara aur khdbiyah sun kar 
dya hdh. Majara yeh hai ki main apne mulk se tijarat ke liye 
ebala, kabile ko bii-sabab mahabbat ke sath liyd.;jab nazdik is 
shahr ke aya, thori si ddr raha thd jo sham par gai. Andekhe mulk 
men rat ko chalna munasib na jana, maiJan men ek darakht ke 
tale utar para. Pichhle pahar daka ay& ; jo kuchh mal asbab paya 
liit liya ; gahne ke lalach se us bfbf ko bhi ghail kiya. Mujh se 
kuehh na ho saka j rat jo baki thi jeohteoh kar k&t^ ; fa.jr hi shahr 
men ankar ek makan kerae liya; un ko wahah rakh kar main 
tumhare pas daura ay a hdh. Khuda ne tumbeh bara kamal diya 
hai ; us musafir par mihrbani karo, gharib-khane men tashrif le 
chaloy us ko dekbo; agar us ki ^ndagi bui to tumbeh bara jas 
hogdy aur main sari ^umr ghulami kardhga. ’Isd jarrah bahut 
rahm-dil aur Khuda* parast tha; meri ghaiibi ki batch par taras kba 
kar mere sath us haweli tak aya. Zakhmoh ko dekhte In meri 
tasalli ki ; bola ki Khuda ke karam se is bibi ke zakhm chalis din 
moh bhar awehge, ghusi shifa ka karvra ddhgd 4 

Gharadh us mard-i-Khuda ne sab zakhmoh ko nim ke pani se 
dho dba kar §a£ kiya ; jo laik t^hkcm ke pae unheh siya ; baki 
gbaoh par apne khise se ek dibya nikdl kar ketnoh meh patti 
rakbiy aur ketnoh par phae cbarha kar patti se banhd diya; aur 
nihayat sbafakat se kab&y main douoh wakt dya kardhga; tdi 
l^abardar rabo, aisi harakat na kare jo (ahke tdt laeh. Murgh ka 
shorba bajfie gbizd us ke balk men cbufiiyo, aur aksar ^irak-i-bed-i- 
mushk ghuldb ke sath diya kijiyo jo kuwat rahe. Yeh kah kar ruMi^iit 
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chahi. Main ne bahut oiinnat kf aur hath jor kar kaha, tumlmrf 
tashaffi dene se men blif zindagC hui, nahm to siwae mame ke 
kuchh srijhta na tha ; Kkuda tumhm salainat rakhe. ^Itr pdn de 
kar rukhsat kiya. Main rat din khidmnt men us pari ke hadhir 
rahta ; aram apne lipar haram kiya. ICbuda ki dargah se roz roz 
us ke change hone ki du^a mangta. 

Ittifdkan woh saiidagar bln a pahuncha, aur mera mal-i-amanat 
mere hawale kiya. Main ne use aune paune bech dala, anr dard 
darpan men kharcb karne laga. Woh maid jarrah hameslia ata 
jata ; thore ^arse men sab zakhm bhar kar angur kar lae. B^ad 
kai din ke ghusl shifa ka kiya ; ^ajab tarah ki khushi basil hui. 
Khirat aur aslirafiyan ^Isa hajjam ke age dharm, aur us pari ko 
mukallaf farsh bichha kar masnad par bithaya. Fakir gharibon ko 
bahut si khair khairat ki ; us din goya badshahat haft iklim ki is 
fakir ke hath lagi : aur us pari kd shifa pane se aisa rang nikhra 
ki mukhra suraj ki manind chamakne aur kuudan ki ta^h 
damakne lag 4 . Nazar ki majal na thi 30 us ke jamal par thahre. 
Fakir ba-sar-o-chashm us ke hukm men hddhir rahta, 30 jo farmdti 
so baja lata. Woh apne husn ke ghurur aur sardari kedamagh men 
jo meri taraf kabhu dekhti to farmati, khabar dar, agar tujhe 
hamari khatir manzur hai to bargiz hamari bat meiidam namariyo, 
30 ham kahen so bila-hizr kiye jaiyo, apna kisi bat men dukhl na 
kariyoi nahin to pachtawega. Us ki wadi^a se yeh m’alum hota- 
tha ki hakk merikhidmat-guzari aur farman bardaii ka use albatta 
manzdr hai. l^akir bhi us ke be-roardhi ek karn na karta, us ka 
farmana ba-sar-o-chashm baja lata. 

Ek muddat isi raz o niyaz men kati ; 30 us ne farmaish ki 
wonhin main ne la kar hadhir ki. Is fakir pas jo kuchh jins aur 
nakd a|l 0 naf^a ka tha, sab sarf bua. Us begane raulk men kaun 
^itibar kare jo kavdJh wain se kam ebale ? AlAir taklif roz-marre 
ke kharch ki hone lagi. Is se dil bahut ghabraya ; iikr se dubla 
hota chala ; chehre ka rang kaljhauwan hogaya : lekin kis se 
kahun ! Jo kuchh dil par guzre so guzre ; kahr^i-datwesh bar jdn* 
i-darwesh, Ek*din us pari ne apne shu^dr so d irydft kar ke kaha, 
ai fulane ! teri khidmaton ka hakk hamare ji men naksh-i-kalhajar 
hai^ par us ka iwadh bilFil nahin ho sakta. Agar waste kharch 
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^irurf ke kuclih darkar ho to apne dil men andesha iia kar; ek 
tukra kaghaz aur dawat kalam badhir kar. Main ne tab m'alum 
kiya kisi mulk kf bMshah-zadf bai jo is dil o damagh ee guftgu 
karti bai. Filfaur age kalam-dan rakb diya. Us iifcnin ne ek 
shukka dnst-khatt-i khass se likh kar mere hawale kiya aiir kaba« 
kire ke pas tirpjiuliya hai; wahan us kuche men ek haweli ban si 
hai ; us makaii ke malik ka nam Sidi Bahar hai; tu ja kar is ruk^a 
ko us talak pahuncba de. 

Fakfr muwafik farmane us ke usf nam aur nishan par manzil- 
i-maksud tak ja pabuiieha. Darban ki z ibani kaifiyat kliatt kf 
kahla bheji. Wonbfii sunte hi ek ^abshf jawan khub-surat ek 
plien^ tarahdar saje hue bahar nikal aya. Agarehe rang sanola 
thapar goya tamamnamak bhara hua. Mere bath se khatt le liya, 
na bola na kiichh puchha. Unbffi kadamon pher andar chala gaya; 
thon der men gyarah kishtiyan sar-ba-mohr zarbaft ke tora-posh 
pare hue gbularnon ke sar par dhare bahar aya. Kaha is jawan ke 
sath ja kar Chaugoshe pahuncba do. Main bhi salam kar rukhsat 
hua; apne makan men laya, adamiyon ko darwaze ke bahar se 
rukhsat kiya. We kishtiyan amanat hudhur men us pari ke 
guzraniyan. Dekh kar farraaya, ye gyarah badre ashrafiyon ke le 
aur kharch men la; Kliuda razzak hiii. Fakir us nakd ko le kar 
dharuriyat men kharch karne laga. Agarehe khatir jain'a hui 
Par dil men yeh khalish rahi, ya Ilahi ! yeh kya surat hai ? Bigliair 
puchhe gachhe etna mal na-ashna surat ajnabi ne ek purze kaghaz 
par mere hiwale kiya ; agar us pari se yeh bhed puchun, to us ne 
pahle hi man^a kar rakha tha. Mare ilar ke dam nahm mar sakta 
thfi. 

B^ad ath din ke v^oh m’asliuka mujh se mukhatib hui, ki Hakk 
ta^ala ne adamf ko insaniyat ka jama ^inayat kiya hai ki na phate 
namaihiho; agarclie puraiie kupre se us ki adamiyat men £ark 
nahiii ata, par zahir men khalk-Ullah ki nazron men ^itibar nahm 
pata. Do tore ashrafi ke sathle kar Chaukke chaurahe par Yu^uf 
saudagar ki dukan men jaaur kuchh rakim jawahir ke besh-kimat 
aur do khi Paten zark bark ki mol le a. Fakir won Ian sawar ho 
kar us kf duk^in par gaya. Dekha to ck jawan shakil z^afaram 
jora pehne gaddi par baitlia hai; aur us ka yeh ^alam hai ki ek 
^dlam dekhne ke live dukan se bazar tak khara hai. Fakir kamal 
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shauk se nazdik ja kar saldmun ^alaih kar kar bait^a^ am* jo jo ehiz 
mntidb thi, i2i\dh ki. Meri bat chit us sbahr ke basbindoh ki si ua 
tbi. Us jawfin ne garrn-joshi se kaha, jo §dhib ko chahiye sab 
maujud hai; lekih yeh farmaiye^ kis mulk seanahua? Aur is 
njnabi sbahr men rahne ka kya ba’is hai ? Agar is bakikat se 
muttal^a kijiye to mehrbani se ba^id nabih. Mere tain apna ahwal 
zabir karnd manzur ua tbd. Kucbh bat bana kar aur jawabir 
posbak le kar aur kimat us kf de kar rukhsat cbabi. Us jawan ne 
rukbe phike ho kar kaha^ ai sahib ! agar turn ko aisi hi nd-dshnai 
karni thi| to pable dosti etui garmi se karni kya zarur tbi ? Bhale 
ddamiyon men sahib salamat ka pas bara bota hai. Yeh bat is 
maze aur andaz se kahi ki be-ikhtiyar dil ko bbai, aur be-muruwat 
ho kar wahaii se uthna insaniyat ke munasib ua jana. Us ki 
khatir pber baitba aur bola^ tumbara farmand sar ahkboh par^ main 
hadbir huh. 

Etne kahne se bahut kbush bua, bans kar kabne laga, agar aj 
ke din gharib-kbane men karam kijiye to tumbari badaulat majlis 
khiishi ki jam^a kar do char ghari dil bahlaweh, aur kuchh khdne 
]>ine ka shughl baham baith kar kareh. Fakir ne us pari kokabhii 
akela na chhora tha ; us ki tanhai yad kar kar chand dar chand 
^uzr kiye par us jawan ne hargiz na mana. Akhir w^adanin cbizoh 
ko pahuhcba kar mere pbir due ka le kar aur kasam khila kar 
rukhsat di. Main dukan se uth kar jawabir aur kbiFateh us pari 
ki kbidmat men laya. Us ne kimat jawabir ki aur hukikat 
jjiuhari ki puclihi. Main ne sara ahwal mol tol ka aur mehmaiu 
ke ba»jidd hone ka kah sunaya. Farmane lagi, adami ko apna 
kaul o karar pura karna wajib hai ; hameh Khuda ki nigabhani 
men chhor kar apne w^ade ko wafa kar; dbiyafat kubul karni 
sunnat Rasul-Ullah hi hai. Tab main ne kahd^ mera dil chahta 
nabih ki tumbeh akela chhor kar jauh, aurhukmyoh bota hai, lachar 
jata huh; jab tak duhga dil yahih laga rahegd. Yeh kah kar 
pber us jauhari ki dukan par gaya; woh mohdhe par baitha 
merd intizar khihch raha tha. Dekhte hi bold, do mihrban, ban 
rdk dekhdi. 

Woiihih uth kar merd hath pakar liyd aur ebald ; jdte jdte ek 
bdgh meh le gayd. Woh bari bahdr kfi bagh thd ; handh aur nahroh 
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men fawware chliutte the ; mewe ba-tarah ke phal rahe the ; 

bar ek darakht mare bojh ke jhum raha tha ; rang ba-rang ke jan- 
war un par baithe chahchahe kar rahe the; aur har makan-i-^ali- 
alian men farsh suthra bichha tha. Wahan lab-i-nahr ek bangle 
men ja kar baitha; ek dam ke b^ad uth kar chal4 gaya^ pher 
dusii poshak-i-m^akdl pehen kar ayd : main ne dekh kar kaha 
Snbhdn Allah / ehashm^i^bad dur. Sun kar muskuiaya aur bola 
mnnasib yeh hai ki sahib bhi apua libas badal dalen. Us ki khatir 
mani ne bhi dusre kapre pehne. Us jawan ne ban tip %{ip se 
taiyari dhiyafat ki ki^ aur saman khughi ka jaiea chahiye maujud 
kiya, aur fakir se suhbat garm kar maze ki bateh karne laga. 
Etne men saki surfthi aur peyala billur ka h-kar hadhir hua aur 
gazak kai kism ki la rakhi, namak-dan chun diye ; daur sharab ka 
shiir’u hua. Jab do char jam ki naubat pahuncln^ char larke amrad 
sahib-i-jamal zulfen khole hue majlis men ae ; gane bajane lage. 
Yell ^alam hua aur aisa samah bandha ki agar Tan Sen us ghari 
hotd to apni tan bhdl jata aur Baijd Baora sun kar baola ho jata. 
Is maze men ek-bargi woh jawan ansd bhar laya ; do char katre be- 
ikhtiyar nikal pare aur fakir se bola, ab hamare turnhare dosti-i- 
jani hni ; pas dil ka bhed doston se chhupana kisii mazhab men 
durust nahih. Ek bat be-takalluf ashnai ke l harose kahta hdn, 
agar hukm karo to apni m^ashiika ko bulwd kar is majlis men 
tasalli apne dil ki kardh ; us ki judai se ji nabih iagta. 

Yeh bat aise ishtiyak se kahi ki bighair dekhe bhale fakir ka dil 
bill mushtak hua. Main ne kaha mujhe tumhari khushi darkar 
hai, is se kya behtar? der na kijiye : sach hai m^ashiika bin kuchh 
achchha nahm bigta. Us jawan ne chilwan ki taraf isbarat ki, 
wonhin ek ^aurat kali kaldti bhutni si (jiske dekhne se insau be- 
ajal mar jawe) jawan ke pas an baithi. Fakir us ke dekhne se 
dar gaya ; dil men kaha yf hi bala mahbdba aise jawan pari-zad ki 
hai jis ki etni t^ar^f aur ishtiyak zahir kiya ! Main Id haul parh kar 
chup ho raha. Usi ^alam men tin din rat majlis sharab aur rag 
rang ki jami rahi. Chauthi shab ko ghalba nishe aur nind ka hua ; 
main khwab-i-ghaflat men be-ikhtiydr so gaya. Jab fubh hui us 
jawdn ne jagdya ; kai peyale khbumar*sbikani ke pila kar apni 
m ashdka se kaba, ab ziyada taklif mebmnn ko deni khdb nahin. 
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Donon liatli pakar ke uthe ; main ne rukhsat mafigi, ^iishi ba- 
Wiushi ijazat di ; tab main ne jald apne kndimi kapre pehen liye, 
Apne gbar ki rah li aur ns pari ki khidmat men ja MdJhir hua. 
Magar aisd ittifak kabbii na hua tha ki use tanha chhor kar shab- 
bash kahm hud hiln. Is tin din ki ghair-hadhii i Fe nihayat khajil 
bo kar ^uzr kiya aur kissa ^iyafat ka aur us ke ua ruWisat karne 
ka sard ^ardb kiya. Woh ek dana zamane ki tbi ; tabassum kar ke 
boll, kiya mudbayaka agar ek dost ki khdtir railed hua? Ham ne 
mu^df kiyd; teri kya taksir hai? Jab ddami kisn ke ghar jald hai 
ab us ki mardhi se pbir did bai : lekin ych muft ki mebmdniydh 
khd pi kar chupke horahoge ya is ka badla bin utdroge ? Ab yeh 
Idzim hai ki jd kar us sauddgar-bache ko apne sdth le do aur us 
se do-eband dhiydfat karo. Aur asbab kd kuchh andesha nahm. 
Kh ucla ke karam se ek dam men sab lawazima taiyar ho javvega, 
aur ba-kbubi majlis dhiydfat ki raunak pdwegi. Fakir muvvdfik-i- 
hnkm jaubari pas gay a aur kahd, tumhard fai mand main to sar 
dhkhoh se baja Idyd, ab turn bln mihrbdni ki rah se meri ^ardh 
kubril karo. Us ne kahd jan o dil se hadhir hdh. 

Tab main ne kahd, agar is bande ke ghar tashrff le chalo, ^ain 
gharfb-nawdzi hai. Us jawan ne babut ^izr aur hile kiye, par main ne 
pincl na chhora, jab tabik woh rddhi hud. Sath hi sath us ko apne 
makdn pnr le ohala, Lekin rah men yehi fikr karta tha ki agar dj 
apne tarn makdur hota toaisi tawadh^u karta kiyeh bhi kbush hota. 
Ab main ise liye jdtd huh, dekhiye kyd ittifdk hotd hai, Isi hai? 
bais men ghar ke nazdik pahuhcha, to kyd dckhtd bdh ki darwaze 
par dhiim dhdm ho rahi hai. Galydre men jbdru de kar chhirkdo 
kiyd hai; yasdwal aur ^asa-bardar khare haih. Main hairdn huao, 
^ekin apna ghar jan kar kadam andar rakhd. Dekha to tamam 
haweli men farsh-i-mukallaf laik har makdn ke jd-ba-jd bichhd hai, 
aur masnadeh lagi haih. Pan-dan, gulab-pdsh, ^itr-ddn, pik-ddn, 
chahgereh, nargis-dan, karine se dhare haih. Takoh par rangtare, 
kauhle, ndrangiydh, aur gulabiydh rang ba-rang ki chuni haih. Ek 
taraf rang-dmez abrak ki tattiyoh men cheraghdh ki bahar hai. Ek 
tara£ jbar aur sarv kahwal ke raushan haih ; aur tamdn dalan aur 
sbah-nashinoh men sham'a-ddnoh par kdfdii sham^eh charhi 
haih ; aur jarad fdndseh dpar dhari haih. Sab adami apne apne 
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'uhdon par musta^id bain : ba warchi-kbane men degen thanthana ralii 
bain : abdar-kbane ki waisi hi taiyari hai, kori kori thilyah rupe 
ki gbarauhcbiyoh par safiyoh se bandhi aur bujhroh se clhaki rakbi 
bain, ^ge cbauki par dohgo, katore ba-ma^e tbali sar-posh dbare, 
barf ke ab-kbore lag rahe bain ; aur shore ki suraljiyan hil rabi 
bain. 

Gbardh sab asbab badshahana maujdd bai ; aur kanchiniydn> 
bband, bhagatiye, kalawant, kawwal, achciibi posbak pehne saz ke 
sur milae hadbir bain. Fakir ne us jawan ko le ja kar masnad par 
bithaya aur dil men bairan tha ki ya llahi ! etne ^arse men yeh sab 
taiydri kyaunkar hui ? Har dekhta phirfca tha lekin us pari ka 
nishan kabiii na pay a. Isi just-o-ju men ek martaba bawarcbi- 
kbdne ki taraf ja nikla ; dekbta bun to woh naznin ek makan men 
gale men kurti, paon men tah-posbi, sar par sufaid rdmali orbe hue 
sadi kbozadi bin gahne pate bani hui — *Bait’*' 

Nahin muhtSj zewar ka jise khubi Khuda ne di, 

Ki jaise ^usb-numa lagta bai, deklio, cband bin gahne. 

kbabar-giri men dhiyafat ke lag rabi bai, aur takid har ek kbane ki 
kar rabi bai ki kbabardar bamaza bo aur ab o namak bd has durust 
rabe. Is mihnat se vvob gulab sa badan sara pasine pasine bo raba 
bai. 

Main pas ja bar tnsadduk bua aur us shuMr o liyakat ko sarab 
kar du^aen dene laga. Yeh kbushamad sun kar tiuri charha kar 
boll, adami se aise karn bote bain ki firisbte Id majal nahin ; main 
ne aisa kya kiya bai jo tu etna bairan ho raba hai? Bas babut 
baten bananin miijhe kbush nahin atin, Bbala kah to yeh kaun 
adainiyat bai ki mebmau ko akela bitba kar idhar udhar pare pbire. 
Woh apne ji meii kya kabta ho ga ? Jald ja, majlis men baith kar 
mehman ki khatir-dari kar, aur iis Id m^ashiika ko bhi bulwa kar us 
ke pds bithla. Fakir woniim us jawan ke pas gaya aur garm-josbi 
karne laga. Etne men do ghulam §ahib-i*jamdl surahi aur jam 
jardii hath men liye rd-ba-rd ae, sharab pilane lage. Is men main 
ne us jawan se kaba, main sab tarah mukblis aur khadim bun \ 
bebtar yeh hai ki woh sahib-i-jamal ki jis ki taraf dil sahib ka mail 
hai tashrif laws to ban bdt bai ; agar kaho to adami bulane ki 
khatir jawe. Yeh sunte hi kbush ho kar bold babut acbcbha, is 
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Wiikt turn ne mere dil ki bat kabi. Main ne ek khoje ko bheja ; 
jab ad hi rat gai woh churail khA?? cbandol par aawar ho kar bala-i- 
nagaham bi a pnhunchi. 

Fakir lie lachdr khatir se mehman ki ietikbal kar kar nibiyai 
tapak re barabar us jawan ke la bitliaya. Jawau us ke dekhte lu 
aisa khush hua jaise dunyi ki n*imat mill. Woh bhutni bin us 
jawan pari-zad ke gale lipat gni ; sach much yeh tamasha hua jai«e 
chaudhwm rat ke cband ko gahan lagta hai. Jetne majlie men 
adami the apni apni uhglyah d^ihtoh men ddbne lage, ki kya koi 
bala is jawan par musallat hai? Sab ki nigah uti taraf’thi ; tamasha 
majlis ka bbdl kar us ka tamasha dekhne lage. £k shakhs kenare 
se bola, yaro ! ^ishk aur ^akl men dhidd hai ; jo kuchh ^akl men iia 
6we yeh kafir ^ishk kar dekhawe; Laila ko Majuuh ki ahkhoh 
se dekho. Sabhoh nekahS omannd^ yehi bat hai. 

Yeh fakir ba-miijib hukm ke mehmau-dari men hadhir tha : 
harchand jawan ham-peydhi ham*niwala hone ko mujawwiz hota 
tha, par main har^iz us pari ke khauf ke mare apnd dil khane pine 
ya sail* tarnashe ki taraf ruj’d na karta tha. Aur ^uzr mehmdn-daii 
ka kar ke us ke shamil na hota. Isi kaifiyat se tin shabana-roz 
guzre. Chauthi rat woh jawau nihayat joshish se miijhe bula kar 
kahne laga, ab ham bln rukhsat hohge ; tumhari l^atir apna sab 
kar o bdr chop char kar tiu din se tumhdri ]^idmat men hadhir 
haih. Turn bbi to liamare pas ek dam baitli kar hamara dil khush 
karo. 

Main n»* apne ji men khayal kiya, agar is wakt kahna is ka nahm 
manta to azurda hoga ; pas nae dost aur mehman ki khatir rahkiu 
^arur hai. Tab yeh kaha^ sahib ka hukm baja land manzur^ ki 
** al^mrv, faukul-adab.^^ Sunte hi is ko jawan ne peyala 
tawadh^n kiya aur main ne pf liya ; pher to aisa paiham daur ehala 
ki thori der men sab adami majlis ke kaifi ho kar be-khabar ho 
gae aur main bhf be-hosh ho gaya. 

Jab subh hui aur aflab do neze baland hua, tab meri ahkh 
khuli ; dehha main ne na woh taiydri hai na woh majlis na wch 
pari, fakat khali haweli pari hai, magar ek kone men kammal lipta 
hua dhara hai. Jo us ko khol kar dekha to woh jawau aur us kl 
randi donoh sar kate pjire haiii. Yeh halat dekhte hi hawass jate 
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rahe ; akl kuchh kam nahm karti ki yeh kya tha aur kya hua ? 
^airdni se har taraf tak ralia thd. Etne men ek khwaja-sard 
( jise dhiyafat ke kam men dekha tha) nazar pard. Fakir Ko 
us ke delhne se kuchh tasalli hui ; ahwal is waridat ka puchha. 
Us ne jawab diya, tujhe is bat ki tahkik kaine se kya hasil 30 lu 
puchhtd hai ? Main ne bhi apne dilmeh ghaur ki ke sath to kahta 
hai ; pher ( k zara taamul kar ke main bola khair na kaho^ hhala 
yeh to batao woh m^ashuka kis makan men hai. Tab us ne kalia 
albatta 30 main janta huh so kah duhga : lekin tujh sa adami akl- 
maud be-mardhi ho dhur ke do din ki dosti par Le>muhabd be-tukalluF 
ho kar §uhbat mai-nosLi ki baham garm kare ; yeh kya m^ani 
rakhta hai ? 

Fakir apni hrakat aur us ki nasil^t se bahut nadim hua, 
Siwai is bat ke zaban se kuchh na nikla^ filhakikat ab to taksir hni^ 
mu^af kijye. Bare malialli ne mihrban ho kar us pan ke makan ka 
nishan bataya aur mujhe lukhsat kiya ; ap un donoh zakhmyoh ke 
garne dabne ki fikr men hu 4 « Main tuhmat se us fasad ki alag 
hua, aur ishtiyak men us paii ke milne ke liye ghabraya hua 
girta part a dhuhdhta sh^m ke wakt us kuche men usi pate per ja 
pahuhcha aur nazdik darwaze ke ek goshe men sail rat tarapte 
kati ; kisu ki dmad-o-raft ki ahat na mill, aur kof ahwal puivah 
mora na hua. Usi be-kasi ki halat men subh bo gai. Jab suraj 
nikla, us makan ke bala khane ki ek khirki se woh mah-ru meri 
taraf dekhne lagf. Us wakt ka ^alam khushi ka 30 mujh par guzra, 
dil hi janta hai ; shukr Khuda ka kiya. 

Etne men ek Khoje ne mere pas a kar kaha, isi masjid men tu 
ja kar baith ; shayad terd matlab is jagah bar awe aur apne dil ki 
murad pa we. Fakir farmaue se us ke wahah se u^h kar usi masjid 
men ja raha ; lekin dhkheh darwaze ki taraf lag rahi thin ki dekhiye 
parda-i-ghaib se kya zahir hotahai ? Tam dm din jaise roza-dar sham 
hone ka intizar khihchta hai, main ne bhi woh roz waisi hi bae- 
karari men kata. Bare jis tis tarah se sham hui aur din pahar sa 
clihati par se tala, tk-bargi wolu IQiwdja-saia (jin ne us paii ke 
makan ka pata bat a diya tha) masjid men aya. B^ad fai ahgat 
namaz-i-maghrib ke mere pas a kar us shaffk ne (ke sab raz 0 iiiysz 
ka mahram tha) nihayat tasalli de kar halhpakar liya aur apne sath 
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le chala. Rafta rafta ek baghcbe men mujhe bitlia kar kaha> 
yaban raho jab taLik tumbdrf arzu bar-awe, aur aj) rukhsat ho kar 
shayad meri hakikat hudhur men kahne gay a. Main us bagh ke 
phuloh ki bahar, aur (hahdiii ka ^alam, aur hau|^ nahioh men £aw- 
ware Sawan Bhadoh ke uchhalne ka tamasba dekh raha tha ; lekia 
jab pbuloh ko dekhta tab us gul-badan kakhayal ata, jab chahd par 
nazar parti tab us mab-ru ka mukhra yad karta ; yeh sab bahar us 
ke bighair meri ahkhoh men khar thi. 

Baie Khuda ne us ke dil ko mibrban kiya. Ek dam ke b^ad woh 
pari darwaze se jaise cbandhwm rat ka cdiahd, banao kiye, gale men 
peshwaz, badle ki san jaf ki, motiyoh ka dardarnan taka hua aur sar 
par orhni jis men ahchal-pallu lahar gokbru laga hua, sar se paoh 
tak motiyoh men jarirawisb jmra karkbari hui. Us ke am? se tar- 
o-tazagi nae sar se us bfigb ko aur is fakir ke dil ko hogaf. Ek dam 
idhar udhar sair kar kar shah-nasliin men mugharrak masnad par 
takya laga kar biitbi. Main daur kar parwane ki tarah jaise 
sbam^a ke gird phirta hai tasadduk hua aur ghulam ki manind donoh 
h^ith jor kar kham hua. Is men woh Khoja meri kbatir bataur 
safari>h ke ^ardh karne laga. Main ne us mahalli se kaha, banda 
gunabgar taksirwar hai, jo kucbh saza mere laik thahre so ho. Wob 
pari az-bas-ki nd-khush tin, bad-damaghi se boli ki ab is ke hakk 
men yelu bhala hai, ki sau tore ashrafi ke lewe, apna asbab durust 
kar ke watim ko sidhare. 

Main yeh bat sunte hi kdth ho gaya aur sukb gaya, ki agar koi 
mere badan ko katc to ek bund lahu ki na nikle; aur tarn am dunya 
ahkhoh ke age ahdheri lagne lagi ; aur ek ah nd-muradi ki be-ikh- 
tiyar jigar se nikli j ahsu bhi tapakne lage. Siwae Khudd ke Ug 
wakt kisu ki tawakW na rabi ; mayus-i-mahadh ho kar etna bold 
bhala tuk apne dil men ghaur farmaiye ; agar mujh kam-nasib ko 
dunya ka lalacii hota to apna jan o mal hudhur meh na khota. 
Kya ek bargi hakk khiJmat-guzdri aur jan-nisari ka ^alam se uth 
gaya, jo mujh se karn-bakht par etni be-meiiri farmai ? Khair ab 
mere tarn bhi zindagi se kuchh kam nahih : M^asbukoh ki be-wafai 
se bechdre ^ashik-i-nim-jah ka nibah nahih hota. 

Yeh sun kar tikhi ho kar tiuri charba kar khaPagi se boll, che 
khush ! Ap hamare ^asbik baih ?'Mendki ko bhi zukam hua ? Ai be- 
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wukuf ! apne hausale se ziydda baten bj»iiaiim khayal-i-ktam hai, 
obhota munli ban bat* Bas cbap rab^ yell nikammi bat ebit mat 
bar; agar kisi aur no yeh harakat-i-be-m^ana ki boti, Pavwardigar 
kisoii us Id b oliyan katwa chilon ko baiitti; par kyd kaiun ? teii 
khidmat yad ati hai. Ab isi men bbalai bai ki apni rah le ; ten 
kismat; ka dana pani haraari sarkar men } ahiii talak tba. Pliei 
main ne rote bisurte kaha^ agar meri takdir men yebi likha hai k^ 
apne dil ke maksad ko na pahuhchuh aur jangal pabar men Far tak- 
rata phiruh, to lachar huh. Is bat se bbi dikk bo kabno lagi, mere 
tain yeh phusabihde cbochle aur ramz ki baten ] asand nabm atin • 
is isbare ki gnftgu ke jo laik ho us se ja kar kar. Pher usi khafagi 
ke ^alam men uth kar apne daulat-khane ko cbali. Main ne bahu. 
tera sar patka mutawajjih na hui. Lacbar main bhi us makan se 
udas aur na-umid bo kar nikla. Gharadh chaliF din tak yehinaubat 
rabi. Jab shabr ki kucha-gardi se uktata jangal men nikal jata, 
jab wabah sc ghabrata pher siiabr ki galyoh men diwana sa ata. 
Na din ko khana kbata na rat ko sot a, jaise dbobi ka kutta na ghar 
ka na ghat ka. Zindagi insan ki khane ]ane so hai, adami anaj ka 
kira hai. Takat badan men mutlak na rahi ; apahaj ho kar usi 
masjid Id diwar ke tale ja para, ki ek roz wobi Khwaja-sara Jum^e 
ki namaz parhne aya, mere pas se ho kar chala : main yeh silver 
ahista nd-takati se parh raha tba— 

Is dard*i-dil se maut ho, ya dil ko tab ho ; 

Kismat men jo likha ho Ilahi shitab bo. 

Agarche zabir men surat meri bilkul tabdil bo gai thi, chebie ki 
yeh shakl bani tbi, ke jiu ne mujhe pahle dekha tba woh bln na 
paheban sakta ki yeh wobi adami hai; lekin woh mohalli awaz 
dard ki sun kar mutawajjih hua ; mere lam bagbaur dekb kar afsos 
kiya aur sbafakat se mukhatib bua ki akhir *y ch halat apni 
pabuhchai ? Main ne kaba ab to jo bua so bua ; mal fg bln hadhir 
tha, jan bhi tasadduk ki ; us ki kbushi yoh bi bui to kya karuh? 

Yeh sun kar ek khidmat-gar mere pas chbor kar masjid 
men gayd; namdz anr khutbe se faraghat kar kar jab bahar 
nikla, fakir ko ek meyane men dal kar apne sath khidmat 
men us pari be-parwa ki le ja kar chik ke bahar bithaya. Agarche 
meri ruhat kuebh bdki na rahi thi, par muddat tak shah o roz us 
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pari ke pas ittifak ralme ka hiid tha ; jan bujh kar begSni ho kar 
Khoje se pdchhne lagi, yeh kaun hai ? Us mard-i-adamC ne kaha, 
yell wohi kara-baklit bad-nasib hai jo hu^ur ki khafagi aur ^it^b 
men para tha ; usi sabab se is ki yeh surat bani hai ; ^ishk ki ag 
se jalii jata hai ; harchand dhsuoh ke pani se bujhata hai, par woh 
cluni bhrakti hai. Kiichh faida nahm hota : ^alawa, apni taksir 
ki khijalat se mua jata hai. Pari ne thntholi se farmaya^ kyanh 
jhuth bakta hai? Bahut din hue us ki lAabar wa^an pahuhchne 
ki miijhe khabar-daroh ne di hai. Wdllahu yeh kaun hai 

aur tu kis ka zikr karta hai? Us dam Khwaja-sara ne hath jor 
kar iltim&s kiya, agar jan ki amaa pauh to ^ardhkaruh. Farmaya, 
kah, teri jan tujhe bakhslu. Khoja bola, ap ki zatkadr-dan hai; 
waste Kh,uda kechilwan ko darmayan se u^ha kar pahehaniye aur 
is ki be-kasi ki halat par rahm kijiye ; na-hakk-shanasi khiib 
nahm. Ab is ke ahvval par jo kuchh taras khaiye baja hai aur ja-i- 
snwab hai ; dge hadd-i-adab, jo kuchh mizaj-i-mubarak men awe so 
111 behtar hai. 

Etne kahne par muskuia kar farmaya, bhala, koi hoisedar-ush- 
shifa men rakho ; jab bhala changa hoga tab us ke ahwal ki pursish 
ki jaegi. Khoje ne kaha, agar apne dast-i»khass se gulab is par 
chhiraky aur zaban se kuchh farmaiye to is ko apne jine ka bharosa 
bahdhe; na-umidi buri chiz haijdimya ba-umid kaim hai. Is 
par bbi us pari ne kuchh na kaha. Yeh suwal jawab sun kar main 
bhi apne ji se ukta raha tha. Nidharak bol utha ki ab is t^ur ki 
zindagi ko dil halrih chahta. Paoh to gor men latka chuka huh, ek 
roz mama hai aur ^ilaj mera Badshah-zadi ke hath men hai, kareh 
ya na kareh, woh jfoeh. Bare Mukallib ul-kulub ne us sang-dil ke 
dil ko narm kiya; raihrbdii ho kar farmaya, jald padshahi h.ikimoh 
ko hadhiv karo.* Wuhhm tabib a kar jam’a hue. Nabdh karura 
dekh kar bahut ghaur ki. Akhirash tashkhis ineh thahra ki yeh 
shakhs kahih ^ashik hua hai ; siwae wasl-i-m’ashuk ke is ka kuchh 
^ilaj nahih ; jis wakt woh mile yeh §ihhat paw. Jab hakimoh ki 
bill zabaiii yelu maradh raeia sabit hua, hukm kiya, is jawan ko 
garmabe meh le jao, nehia kar^asi posbak pehna kar hudhur meh 
]e ^o. Wohhih mujhe bahar le gae ; hamin^m karwa, achhe kapre 
pehna, khidmat meh pari kf hadhir kiya. Tab woh naznih tapak 
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se boK, tu ne mnjhe baitbe bithae n^-hakk bad-iiam aur ruswa 
kiya; ab aur kya chahta liai? Jo tere dil men hai ^af saf bayan 
kar. 

Yafukaralus wakt yeb ’dlum hua ki shadi marg ho jaun; 
^busbi ke mare aisd pbula ki jdme men na samata tha, aur surat 
Bhnkl badai gai. Shukr Khuda ka kiy^ aur us se kahd^ is dam 
sari hakimi par khatm bui ki mujb se murde ko ek bat men 
eiuda kiya j dekho^ to us wakt se is wakt tak mere ahwal men kyii 
fark bo gaya? Yell kah bar tin b^r gird phiia aur sarane a kar 
khara hua aur kaha, hu^ur se yon hukm hota l\ai ki 30 tere 31 men 
ho so kab : baude ko haft iklim ki saltanat se ziyada yeh hai^ ki 
gharib-nawazi kar kar is ^ajiz ko kubul kijiye aur apni kadam-bosi 
se sarfazi dijiye. Ek lamha to sun kar gbote men gai, pher kan- 
ahkbiyoh se dekh kar kaha, baitho ; turn ne khidmat aur wafa-daii 
aisi hi ki hai, 3*0 kucbh kaho so phabii hai, aur apne bbi dil par 
naksh hai; khair ham ne kubul kiya. 

Usi din achchbi sa’at subb lagan men chupke chupke kadhi ne 
nikdh parh diya. B^ad etm mihnat aur afat ke Khuda ne yeh din 
dekhaya ki main ne apne dil ka mudda^a paya. Lekin jaisi dil 
men arzu us pan se milne ki tbi, waisi hi 31 men bekali us warid* 
at-i-^ajib be m^alum kanie ki thi^ ki aj tak main ne kucbh na sam- 
3’hd ki yeh pari kaun hai ; aur woh ^abshi sauhla sa3'ild jis ne ek 
purze kaghaz par etni ashrafiyoh ke badre mere hawale kiye kaun 
tha? aur taiyari dhiyafat ki badshahoh ke laik ek pahar mcii 
kyauhkar hui ? aur we donoh be-gunah us majlis men kis Hye 
mare gae? aur sabab ^afagi aur be-muruwati ka (ba-wujud 
khidmat-guzari aur naz-bardari be) mujb par kya hua; aur pher ek 
bargi is ^ajiz ko yon sar baland kiya ? Gharadjb isi waste b^ad rasm 
rusumat akd ke ath din tak ba wasf is isbtiyak ke kisi nau^a ki 
khushi men mutlak dil na lagaya, fakat rfit ko sath sota. 

Ek din gbusl karne ke liye main ne khawass ko kaba ki thora 
pani garm kar de to nehdun, Malika meri t^raf dekh kar mus- 
kurdi aur cbup ho rahi. Main I hi kh&mosh ho raha; lekin woh 
pari meri harakat se hairan hoi, balki chehre par asar Wiafagi ke 
namudar hue ; -ynhan tak ki ek roz boli, turn bhi ^ajib adami ho, 
ya etne garm ya aise thande, is ko kya kahte bain? Jab adami 
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men kisi ke bojh u^haiie ki tab iia rahe tab woh harj^iz aisa kam na 
kai’e. Us wakt main ne be-dharak ho har kabd ki ai jani ! munsifi 
shai*t hai, adami ko chahiye ki insaf se na cliuke. Boll ab kya 
insaf rah gay a hai ? Jo kuohh hona tha so ho chuka. Fakir ne kaha, 
waki^i, ban arzd aur rnurad meri yehi thi so mujhe mill ; lekin dil 
mera dubdhe men hai aur do-dile adami In khatir pai ishaii rabti 
hai. Us se kuchh ho iiahffi sakta, iuj-aniyat se kharij ho jata hai. 
Main ne apne dil men yeh kaul kiya tha ki ba^d is nikah he (ki ^ain 
dil kishadi hai) b^adhi ba^dhi bateh (jo khayal men nahih atm aur 
iinhm kliultiii) hiidhur men puehhunga ki Z‘*ban“i-mubar;ik se us 
ka baj^an siniun to ji ki taskm bo. Us pari ne cbih-ba-jabm bo 
kar kaba kya khiib ! abhi se bhul gae ? lad karo^ barha bam ne 
kaba hai ki harnare kam mehhargiz d.ikhl na kijiyo, aur kisi bat ke 
muta'arridh na hujiyo ; khilaf-i-m’amul yeh be-adabi karni kya 
lazimhai? Fakir ne bans kar kaha jaise aur be-adabiyah mu^af 
karne ka hukm hai, ek yeh bln salu. Woh paii nazrefi budal kar 
tih men a kar ag ka bagula ban gai aur boll, ab tu bahut sar charba ! 
Ja apna kam kar, in baton se tujbe kya faida boga? Main ne 
kaha^ hu^dr ne mujh kamtariu ko apna shaubar buna kar saifardz 
kiya, aur har tarah se me i kadr-dani kar ke mujhe nawaza liai ; 
pas jab aisi bdt dil par rawa rakhi to aur kaun sa bhed chhupane ke 
laik hai ? 

Meri is ramz ko woh pari wukuf se daryaft kar kar kahne lagi, 
yeh bat sach hai par ji men yeh soch ata hai, ki agar mujh-nigori 
ka raz fash ho to ban kiyaraat mache. Main bola yeh kya mazkur 
hai? Bande ki taraf se yeh khayal dil men na lao, aur khushi se 
sari kaifiyat 30 biti hai farmao ; hargiz hargiz main dil se zaban tak 
na launga^ kisu ke kan parna kya imkan hai? Jab us ne dekha ki 
ab siwae kahne kc is ^aziz se chhutkara nahih, la char ho karbolf, in 
baton ke kahne men bahut si khardbiyah haih tu Miwah-na-khwah 
darpai hua, Khair teri khatir ^aziz hai, is liye apni sar-guzashb 
bayau karti huh, tujhe bhi us ka po hida rakhnii dharur hai, khabar 
shart. 

Gbaradh bahut si takid kar kar kabne lagi, ki maih bad-bakht 
inulk-i-Dimashk ke sultan ki beti huh, aur woh salatinoh se bara 
badshah hai. Siwae mere koi larka bala us ke yahah nahih hua. 
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Jisdin se main paida hm ma bap ke sae men naz o n^imat aur 
kkusbi ]Aurrami se pali. Jab hosh ay a tab apne dil ko khub- 
suraton aur naziunon ke sath la^dya. Cliuiianche sutini siithn 
paii-zad hamjoli umara-zadiyan musahabat men^aur acbcbhi achebhi 
kabul-surat ham-^umr kbawasen sabeliyafi kbidinat men rabli thm. 
Tamasba ndch aur nig rang ka bamesba dekba karti : dunya ke 
bbale biire se kucbh sar-o-karna tba : apm be-fikn ke ^alara kodekji 
kar siwae Khnda keshukr ke kucbb munli se na nikalW iba. 

Ittifakan tabi’at khud-ba-kbiid aisi be^maza liui kinamnsahabat 
kisu ki bbawe, na majlis kbusbi ki kbush awe. Saudai sa mizaj 
ho gayfi, dil udas aur hairan ; na kisu ki surat aebcbbi lage na bat 
kabne sunne ko ji ehabe. Meri yeb halat dekb kar dai dada 
cbbucbbu anga sab ki sab mutafakkir bum aur kadam par girne 
lagm. Yebi Kliwaja*sara namak-halal kadim se mera mahvam aur 
liam-raz bai j us se koi bat nabm : meri walishat dekb kar 

bola, ki agar bddsbah-zadi tbora sa sliarbat warak-ul kbayal ka nosh- 
i-jaii farmawcii to aghlab bai ki tabi^at bahdl bo jawe aur faihut 
mizaj men awe. Us ke is tarab ke kabne se mujhe bhi sbauk hua ; 
tab main ne farmaya jald hadliir kar. 

Mahalli babar gaya aur ek siirahi us sbarbat bi takalluf sc bana 
kar barf men laga kar larke ke bath lewd kar aya, Maiii ne piya 
aur jo kucbh us ka faida bayan kiyii tba waisa bi dekba. Us wakt 
us libidmat ke iii^am men ck bbari kbiFat Klioje ko ^inayat ki, aur 
hukm kiya ki ek surahi hamesha isi wakt hadhir kiya kar. Us 
din se yeh mukarrar hud ki Khwdja-sard surdbi usi cbhokreke hath 
leea Idwe aur bandi pi jawe. Jab us kd nisba tuFu hold, to us ki lahar 
men us larke se tbattha mizdh kar kar dil bahldti tin. Woh bhi jab 
clhith hud tab achchbi achchbi mitlu bdteh karne laga aur achambhe 
ki nakleh lane, balki dh uhi bin bharne aur siskiydh lane. Surat to 
us ki tarah-dar Idik dekline ke ti i, be-ikhtiydr ji chdhne lagd. Main 
dil ke shauk se aur atliklieliyoh ke zauk se liar roz in^dtn bakhshish 
dene lagi, par woh kam-bakbt nnbm kapron se jaise bamesba pehne 
rabta thd hudhur men dtd, balki woh libds bhi maild kuchaila ho 
jata. _ < 

Ek din puchbd ki tiijlie sarkar se etna kucbh mild par iu ne 
apni §urnt waisi ki waisi hi paiisbdii band raklii. Kyd sabab bai, 
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we rupai kahan khareh kiye ya jam’a kar rakfae ? Larke ne ye 
khatir-dfiii ki baten jo Bunin aur mujhe apnd ahwdl-pursan pSya 
^nsu dabdaba kar kabne laga> jo kucbh ap ne is ghul&m ko ^infiyat 
kiya sab ustad ne le liya> mujhe ek pai^a nahih diya, kalian se 
ddsie kapre banauh jo pahen karhdhurmeh auh? Is men men taksi|. 
naldh^ main lachar huh. Is glianbi ke kahne par us ke taras aya, 
Wohbm Khwaja snra ko farmaya, ki aj se is larke ko apni suhbat 
moh tarbiyat kar aur achcliha libas taiySr karwa kar pehna^ aur 
lauhdoh men be faida khelne kudne nade ; balki apni khushi yeh hai 
ki adab laik hu^ur ki khidmat ke sikhe aur hadhir rahe. Khwdja- 
sara muwafik farman ke baja laya ; aur meii mardhi jo udhar dekhi 
n hilyat us ki khabar-giri karue laga. Thore diiioh men faraghal 
aur khush^khuri ke sababse us ka range raughan kuchh ka knclih 
ho gaya aur kehchli si dal di. Main apne dil ko harchand sah- 
bhalti par us kafir ki surat ji men aisi khup gai thi, yehi ji cbalita 
tha ki mare pyar ke use kaleje men (Jal rakhuh aur apni ahkhoh so 
ek pal juda na karuh. 

AWiir us ko musahabat men dakhil-kiya aur khirateh tarah ba- 
tarah ki aur jawahir rang ba-rang ke pehna kar dekha kartL 
Bai e us ke nazdik rahne se ahkhoh ko sukb kaleje ko tliandhak hoti ; 
bar dam us ki khatir-dari karti, Akhir ko meii yeh Mlat pahuhchi 
ki agar ek dum kuchh d^ardri kam ko mere samne se jata to chain 
na ata. B^ad kai baras ke woh baligli bua; miseh bhigne lagm ; 
ehhab-takhti durusfc hm. Tab us ka charcha bahar darbariyoh men 
hone laga. Darban aur raune, meore, bari-dar, yasawal aur chob- 
dar us ko rnnhall ke andar ane jane se man^a karne lage. Akhir us 
ka ana maukuf hua : mujhe to us bighair kal na parti tbi^ ek dam 
paiiar tha.. Jab yeh ahvval na^umidi ka suna, aiu bad-hiwdss hogai 
goyd mujh par Kiyamat tuti, aur yeh halat hiu, ki na kuchb kah 
sakti buh^ na us bin rah sakti huh. Kuchh has nahih chal saktd, 
Ilahi kyd karuh ! ^Ajab tarah ka kalak hua. Mare be-karan ke us 
mahalli ko (joraerd bhedu thd) buld kar kaha, ki mujhe ghaur aur 
pardalAfc is larke ki mangur hai ; bil-Fil Siildh-i-wakt yelh hai ki 
hazdr nshrafi puhji de kar Chauk ke Chaurahe meh dukan jauhari 
ki karwd do, to tijarat kar ke us ke naPase anni guzaran faraghat 
se kiyd kare aur mere maljairke knrCb ek liaweli achhe nnkshe ki 
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rahue ke liye bauwa do. Laundi ghuUm naukar chakar jo d^arulr 
hon mol le kar aur darmaha mukarrar kar kur us ke pSs rakUwa dd 
ki kisu tarah be-ar&m na ho. Khw&ja-sara ne us ki bud-o-babh ki 
aur jnubari-pane aur tijarat ki sab taiyaii kar di. Thore 'ar§e men 
us ki dukau aisi chamki aur namud hui ki jo khiPateh fakhira aur 
ja^ahir besh kimat sarkar men badshah ki aur amiroh ki darker o 
ina^lub hote^ usi ke jabdh babam pabuhcbte. Abista ahista yeh 
dukau jami ki jo tuhifa har ek mulk ka cbahiye wabm mile; 
sub jauhariyon ka rozgar us ke age manda bo gaya. Gharadh is 
shabr men koi barabari us ki [iia kar sakta ; balki kifi mulk men 
waisa koi ua tba. 

Isi kar-o-bar men us ne to lakhoh rupai kamae ; par judai us ki 
roz ba-roz nuk§an mere tan badau ka karne bigi. Koi tadbir na 
ban ati ki us ko dekh kar apne dil ki tasalli karuh. Nidan salah ki 
khatir mi waki£-kar mahalli ko bulaya aur kaha, ki koi aisi §urat 
ban nabm ati ki zara us ki surat main dekhun aur apne dil ko §abr 
dun. Magar yeli tarah hai ki ek surang us ki haweli se khudwa 
kar mahall men mila do. ^ukm karte hi kai dinoh men aisi nakab 
taiyar hui ki jab sanjh hoti chupke hi woh Khwaja-sard us jcawau ko 
U61 rah se le ata. Tamam shab sharab kabab khushi o khurrami 
men katti. Main us ke milue se aram pdii^ woh mere dekbne se 
khush liota. Jab fajrka taia uikalta aur muazzin azandeta, mahall, 
usi rah se us jawan ko us ke gbar pahuhclia deta. In baton se 
siwae us Khoje ke aur do ddiyoh ke, (jiuhoh ne mujhe dudb pilaya 
uur paid tha) chautba ddaroi koi wakif nu tbd. 

Ek muddat is tu>ruh se guzri. Ek roz kd yeb zikr bai, ki 
tnuwdfik m^amul ke Khwdja-sard jo us ko buldue gaya, dekhe to 
ivoh jawan fikr-maiid sd clmpkd baithd bai. Mahalli ne puchhd, 
aj khair hai, kyauh aise dilgir ho rahe ho? Chalo hudhur ne yad 
i'armdya hai. Us ne hargiz kuchh jawab na diyd, zabdii na hildf. 
Kl^wdja-sara apnd sd muhh lekar phir dya aur aliwdi us kd ^ardh 
kiya. Mere tain, Shaitan jo khardb kare, is par bhi mahabbat us 
ki dil se na bhuH : agar yeh jdiiti ki^ishk aur cbdh aise namak- 
hararn be-wafd ki dkhir ko bad-iidm aur ruswd karegi aur nang o 
naruus thikane lagegd, to usi dam us kdm se baz dti aur tauba karti, 
pbcr us ka nam na leti na apnd dil us be>hayd ko detu Par bond 
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to yon tha ; hardkat-i-beja us ki kh&tir men na lai, aur us ke na doe 
ko m'ashukon ka cbochI& aur naz samjha. Us ki natija yeh dekha 
ki is sar-guzasht se tu bhi wakif hua, nabm to main kalian aur tu 
kabafi ? KhoA T jo bua so hua ; is khar-dimagbi par us gadbe ki 
khayal na kar kar do-bara Khoje ke bath paigham bheja, ki agar tu 
is wakt nahm awega to main kisd na kisu dhab se wahin dti bun ; 
lekin mere ane men bari l^bahat h li ; agar yeh raz fash hua to tere 
bakk men bahut bura bai. Aisa kam na kar jis men siwae ruswai 
ke aur kiichh phal na mile. Behtar yehi hai kt jald chala nahm 
to mujhe pahuncha jan. Yeh sandesa gaya am* ishtiyak merd nipat 
dekha, bhondi si surat banae hue naz nakhre se aya. 

Jab mere pas baitha tab main iieu? se puchha, ki aj rukawat aur 
khafagi ka kya baMs bai ? Ktiu shokhi aur gust&khi tu ne kabhu 
na ki thi, hamesha blla'-uzr haihir bota tha. Tab us ne kaha, ki main 
gum-nam gharib li^d.h.ur ki tavrajjuh se aur daman-i*daulat ke ba’is 
is makdur ko pabuhcha ; bahut dram se ziudagi katti hai. Ap ke 
jan o mal ko du’a karta hufi ; yeh taksir Pddshdh-zadi ke mu^af 
karne ke bharose mujh se sarzad hut, umid-\yar ka hun. Main to 
jan o dil se use chahti thi, us ki banawat ki baton ko man liya aur 
shararat par nazir na ki. Balki pher dil-ddri se puchhd ki k}^d 
tujh ko ai.'jf muslikil kathin pesh di jo aisa mutafakkir ho raha 
bai ? Us ko *ardh kar, us kf bhi tadbfr bo jfegi« 

GliaradlL us ne apni khak-sdri ki rdh se yehi kaha ki mujh ko 
sab musbkil hai aur ap ke ru-ba-ru sab dsau hai. AkU^' ^ 
fahwd'i-kaldm aur bat-kaliao se yeh khula ki ek bagh nihayat sar- 
sabz aur ^itnarat ^dli haujyii tdlab kue pukhta satnet ghulain k{ 
haweli ke nazdik ndf«i-shahr men bikau hai; aur us b%h ke sdth 
ek lauhdi bhi gain ki ^ilin-i-inusiki men khub salika rakhti bai. 
Lekiti ye donon baham bikte haih na akeld bdgh, jaise uht ke gale 
men billi. Jo koi woh bdgh lewe us kaniz ki bhi kimat dewe ; aur 
tamdshd yeh hai ki bdgh kd mol lakh rupai aur us bdndi kd bhdo 
pdhcli lakh ; fidwi se etne rupai bilf^il saranjdm nahih ho sakte. 
Main ne us kd dil bahut be-ikhtiyar shauk men un ki khariddri ke 
pdyd, ki isi wdsfce dil hairdn aur khatir parishan thd. Bd-wujude- 
ki ru-ba-ru mere baitha thd, tab bhi us kd cbehra malin aur ji udds 
lha. Mujhe to khdtir-daa us ki bar gbari aur har pal mangur 
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osf wakt Kb,w£ja-sard ko ^ukm kiya ki kal ^ublji ko kimat us bagh 
ki laund( saiuet chuki kar kibala bagh ka aur khhatt kanfzak k& 
likhwd kar is slia^§ ke bawfils karo aur malik ko zar-i-kiinat kha 
z^tia-i-’amira se dilw 4 do. Is parw&ngi ke sunte bf jawan adab 
baj& Idya aur muibh par rdhat a(« Siivi rat usf ka^ide se jaise haime- 
sha guzartf thf liahsi khushi se ka^i ; fajr bote hi woli rukhsat hua, 
Kb,oje ne muwafik farmane ke us b£gh ko aur lauh^i ko kharfd kar 
diya. Pher woh jawan rdt ko muw&dk m’amul ke aya jaya karti. 
Ek roz bailor ke mausim men (ki makia blii dil-eliasp thd) badlf 
ghuman4 rabftlu, phuhldyan par rabi thin, bijlf bin kauudh rahf 
ibi, aur bawa narm narm babti tbi ; gharadb ^ajab kaifiyat us dam 
tbi. Jonbin rang ba-rangh ke bubab aur gulabiyah takoh par 
chuiu hui nazar pariri, dil lalehaya ki ek ghont luh. Jab do tin 
peyalon ki naubat pabunchi wonhfn khaydl us bagh-i-nau-kharfd 
ka guzia. Kama! shauk hua ki ek dam is ’alam men walian Id 
sail* kiyd ehahiye. Kam-baHiti 30 awe, unt charhe kutta kate. 
Achchhf tarab bai^he baithae ek dai ko sath le kar surang kf rih 
se us 3*awaa ke makan ko ga{^ wab 4 n se bagh kf (araf cbalf. Dekb& 
to thik us bagh ki babar Bahisbt ki barabarf kar rabf hai. b^atre 
menh ke daralAton kf sabz sabz pattiyoh par jo pare bain, go} a 
zamurrad ki patriyon par moti jare Lain ; aur surkhf pbuluh Id 
us abt men aisi chabehahf lagti hai 3*aisf sbam ko sbafab pbule hai; 
aur nahreh labalab m&nind farsh-i-ifna ke na^r atf hafh aur maujen 
lahrati bain. 

Gharadb us bagh men har taraf sair karlf phirti tlif ki din ho 
chuka, seyahl sham kf namud buf. Etne men woh jawan ek 
rawish par nazar &y6. aur mujbe dekh kar bahut adub aur garm* 
joshf se age barb ke mere bath ko apne hfith par dhar kar barah- 
4arf kf chala. Jab main wahan gaf to wahan ke ^alam ne 

sdre bagh kf kaiffyat ko dil se bhula diya. Yeh raushanf ka tbath 
tba, ki ja ba-ja bumkume, sarv-i-cberagban kahwal aur fauus-i- 
khayal, sham^a-i-majHs-i-b*ur^n aur aur fanusen raushan thfn, ki 
Shab-i-bardt ba-wujud chandni aur cheragbaii ke andbeii lagti. Ek 
tarat d,tash-bdzi, pbul-jhari, anar^ daudi, bhunchampa, marw&rid, 
mahtabi, hawdi, cbarkhi, hatb-phul, jabi, jdhi^ patdMje, sitare 
cbhutte the. 
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Is '’arfe men b^dal plia( chaad nikal aya^ bfainbf 

jaise nafarm&ni jora pehne hue koi m^ashuk Dazar a j^ta hai. Ban 
kaifiyat bin; ehandni cbbitaktehi jawan ne kaha ab chal kar bagb 
ke balfi-khdne par bai^biye. Main aisi ahmak ho gaf thi ki jo 
ivoh nigora kabta so main m&n leti ; ab yell nach nacbaya ki mnjh 
ko upar le gayfi. Woh kotlia aisa baland tha ki tam&m sliahr ke 
makan aur hdzdr ke clieraglian goya us ke paiii-i-bagh the. Main 
ns jawan ke gale men bahh dale hue khnshi ke ^alam men baith 
thi. Etne men ek ran<Ji nihayat bbohdi si, surat na shakl chulbe 
men se nikal, sbarab ka sbisba hath men liye hae a paluihchu 
Mujhe us wakt ns ka ana nipat bura laga aur us ki i^urat dekhne 
se dil men haul ufbi. 

Tab main ne gbabra kar jawan se puchba ki yeh tuhfa-i-^illat 
kaun hai ? tu ne kahah se paida ki ? Wob jawan hath bdndh kar 
kahne laga ki yeh wobi lauhdi hai jo is bagli ke sath hu^ur ki 
^inayat se kharid hui. Main ne m^aldm k'iya ki is ahmak ne bari 
khwabisb se us ko liya hai, sbayad is ka dil us par mail hai. Isi 
khatir se pech tab kha kar main ehupki ho rahi, lekin dil usi wakt 
se mukaddar hua anr nfi-khushi mizaj par chha gaf ; tis par Kiya- 
mat us aise taise ne yeh ki, ki saki usi randf ko banaya. Us wakt 
main upna lahu piti thf, aur jaise tuti ko koi kaw'we ke sath ek pinjre 
men band karta hai, na jane ki fursat patf thi anr na baithne ko ji 
ehdhta thd. Kis§ia muMita^r woh sbarab lahu ki bund thi jis ke 
pfne se adami haiwau ho jawe. Do char jam pai dar pai usi tez-ab 
ke jawan ko diye, aur adha peyala jawan kf minnat se main ne 
bhf zahr-mar kiya. Akhir wohpelisht be-haya bhi bad-mast bo 
kar us mardud se be-huda addeh karne lagi, aur woh paji bhf uishe 
men be-lihaz ho ohala aur na-m’akul b^rakateh karne lag4. 

Mujhe yeh ghairat di agar us wakt zamfu phate to main sama, 
jfiun ; lekin us kf dostf ke bdis main bilallf us par bhf cbup ho 
rahf. Par wob to asl ka pajf tha, mere dar-guzar karne ko na 
samjha j nishe ke lahar men aur bhf do peydle charba gaya, ki rahtd 
sahta hosh jo tha woh bhf gum hua aur merf t^raf se mut^ak 
dharkd jf se utha diya. Na is be^wafa men wafa, na us he-haya 
men haya, jaisi rub waise hrishte. Meri us wakt yeh b^lat tbi 
jaisi ausar chauki domni g&we tal be id\ ; apue upar Tub at karti 



Table Tarwesh hi sair. 


87 


till ki kyaun tii yahan &\ jis ki yeh saza paf ? Akhir kahah tak 
pahun ; mere sar se paon tak dg lag gai aar atigdron par lotue lag! : 
is ghusse aur taish men 3 eh kahawat (bail na kuda kudi gon ; yeh 
tamdsba dekhe kaun ?) kahti hui wahah se utbi. 

Woh sbarabf apuf kharabl dil men sochd* ki agar Padsbah-zailf 
is wakt iia-lAueh liui to kal mera kya hdl hoga, aur subh ko kya 
Kiyamat machegi ? Ab bane to is ka kam tamam kar dalufi. Yth 
irdda us ghaibaid ki §alah se jf men thabra kar gale men patka ddl 
mere paon i kar para aur pagri sar se utar kar minnat o zaii karne 
laga. Merd dil to us par la^tu ho raba tha jidbar liye phirta tlia 
phirtf thf aur chakki M t^rah main us ke ikhtiyar men tbi, jo 
kahta tba so kartf tin ; joh-ton miijhe pbusla pandida kar pher 
bitblaya^ aur usi sharab-i-do-dtasha ke do char peydle bhar bbar 
kar dp bhi piye aur mujhe bhi dive. Ek to gbusse ke mare jal bhuii 
kar kabab ho rail! tbi^ dusre am sbaiab pi; jald be-hosh bo gai 
kuchh hawdss baki na rahe. Tab ns be-Tahnti> namak-haram 
kattar^ Faug-dil ne tniwar se mujhe ghaii kiya^ balki apni danist 
men mn jlie mdr chuka. Us dam meri ahkh khuli to muhh se yebi 
tiikla, khair jaisa ham ne kiya waisa paya, lekin id apne tain mere 
is khun-i-na-hakk se bachdiyo, 

Mabada bo koi zalim tera giifbdn*gir, 

Mere labu ko tu daman se dho^ hud so hud. 

Kisi se yell bhed zabir na kijo : bam ne to tujh se jdii tak dar* 
guzar na ki. Pher us ko Khndd ke hawdle kar kar mera ji dub 
gayd, mujbe apni sudh budh kuchh na lahi ; shdyad us kasai ne 
mujbe muida khaydl kar us §anduk men dal kar kiPe ki diwar ke 
ta^e latkd diyd^ so tu ne dekbd. Main kisu kd burd na chahlf tbf, 
lekin yeh ^ardbiyah kismat men likhi thin. Mi^ti nabih kai*am 
ki rekhd; in dnkhoh ke sabab yeh kuchh deklid. Agar khub-surat- 
oh ke dekhne kd dil men shauk na hota^ to woh bad-bakht mere 
gale kd tauk na hota. Alldh ne yeh kam kiya ki tujh ko wabdh 
pabuhchd diya aur sabab meri zindagi kd kiya. Ab hayd 31 men 
ail hai ki yeh ruswaiyah khihch kar apne lain jita na rakhuh ya 
kisd ko muhh na dikhduh. Par kya karuh^ marne kd ikhtiydr 
apne bathoh men nabih; K^udd ne mdr kar pber jildyd; dge 
dekbiye ki kya ^ismat meh badd hai. ^ahir men to ten daur 
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dhup aur khidmat katn ai jo waise zakhnaon se sliifa pai. Td iie 
jfin o mdl se men khatir ki aur jo kuchh apni bisfi^ thi hadhir ki. 
Un dinun tujhe be-kh?ii*ch aur do-dila dekb kar woh shukka Sidi 
Bahdr ko (jo mera Miazaiichi hai) Ukha. Us men yelu madbmun 
thd ki main khair o ^adyat se ab fulane makdn men hun ; mujh bad* 
taKi ki khabar Waiida sharifa ki kbidmat men pahimchaiyo. 

Us ne tere sath do kishtiyan ntikd ki kharch ki khd^b* bhej dm ; 
aur jab tujhe khil^at aur jawahir ke khaiid karne ko Yusuf Sauda- 
gar-bache ki diikan ko bheja^ mujhe yeh bharosa tha ki woh kam- 
haui^ula bar ek se jald aslind ho baithtd hai> tujhe bhi ajnabi jan 
kar aghlab hai ki dosti karae ke liye itra kar d’awat aur dhiyafat 
karega; so mera man^uba tbik baithd, jo kuchh mere dil men 
khayal aya tha us ne waisa In kiya. Tu j«ab us se kaul karar pher 
ane ka k«ir kar mere pas aya aur mehmaui kf hakikat aur us ka 
bajidd hona mujh se kaha^ main dil men j^ush hui ki jab tu us ke 
gh'ir men ja kar khawe piwega tab agar tu bhi us ko mehmani kt 
khatir bulawega woh daura chala awega. Is liye tujhe jald rukh- 
9at kiya. Tin din ke piehhe jab td wahdh se faraghat kar ke dya 
aur mere rd-ba*iu ^uzr ghair-hadhiri ka sharmindagi se laya, main 
ne teri tashafEi ke liye farmaya kuchh mudbayaka nahfn^ jab us ne 
ridha di tab td aya. Lekia be-sharmi khdb nahih ki dusre ka 
ihsau sar par rakhiye aur us kd badia na kijiye. Ab td bhi ja kar 
us ki istid^a kar aur apne sath hi sath le a. Jab tu us ke ghar ko 
gaya tab main ne dekha ki yahah kuchh asbdb mehmdn-dari ka 
taiyar nahih^ agar woh d jawe to kya kardh ? Lekin yeh f ur§iat 
pdi ki is mu Ik men kadim se bddshahoh ka yeh m^amul hai ki ath 
mahine kdr-o-bdr-i-mulki aur mail ke waste mulk-giri men bdhar 
rahte haih^ aur char mahiue mausim barsat ke kil^a-i-mubarak men 
julds farmate bain; uu dinoh do char mahiue se Balshdh y^ani 
Waliy-i-n’imat mujh bad-bakht ke band-o-bast ki khatir mulk-giri 
ko tashrif le gae the. 

Jab tak tu us jawdn ko sdth le kar dwe ki Sidi Babar ne mera 
ab^dl ^idmat men Bddshdh Begam ki (ki Wdlida mujh nd*pdk ki 
haih) ^arih kiyd. Pher main apni taksir aur gpindh se khajii ho kar 
un ke rd-ba*rd ja kar khari hui aur jo sarguzasht thi sab haydn ki» 
Harch uid uuhoh tie mere ghdib hone ki kaifiyat dur-andeshi aur 
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mehr4-madari se chhupa rakhi tiu ki Ki^uda jane is ka aujam kya 
bo, (abhi yell ruswai ^ahir karni khdb nahm ; mere badle mere 
'aibon ko apne pet men cliupa rakha tha ;) lekin meri talash men 
thm. Jab mujbe is halat men dekha aur sab majara suna, ansii 
bhar lain aur farmaya, ai kam«bakht na-sbudani ! tu ne jan tujh 
kar nam o iiishan badshaliat ka sara khoya, bazar afsos, aur apni 
Kindagi se bhi hath dhoya, Kashke tere ^iwadh main patthar janti 
to sabr ata; ab bhi tauba kar; j.) kismat men tha so hua, ab age 
kyd karegi? Jiwegi yfi maregi? Main ne nihayat sbarmindagi 
se kaba ki mujli be-haya ke nasibon men yehi likha tha, jo is bad- 
n£mi aur kharabi men aisi afaton se bach kar jiti rahuh. Is se 
marnd hi bhala tha ; agarchi kulang ka tika mathe par laga, par 
aisa kam nahin kiya jis men ma bap ke nam ko ^aib lage. 

Ab yeh bara dukh hai ki we donon be-haya mere hdth se bach 
jaweh aur apas men rang-ralyah manaweh, aur main un ke hathon 
se yeh kuchh dekhun. 5ai£ hai ki mujh se kuchh na ho sake. 
Yeh uraid*war huh ki khdnsamah bo parwanagi ho, to asbab 
dhiyafat ka ba-khdbi-i-tamam is karn-bakht ke makan men taiydr 
kare, to main d^awat ke bahane se un donon bad-b ikhtoh ko bulwa 
kar un ke lamaloh ki saza dun, aur apna ^iwu^ luh. Jis t^rah us 
ne mujh par hath ohhora aur ghail kiya main bin donon ko purze 
purze karuh, tab mera kaleja thandiia ho ; nahm to us ghusse ki ag 
men phuk rahi huh, akhir jal bal kar bhubhal ho jauhgi. Yeh sun 
kar Ammd ne atma ke dard se mehrbaa bo kar meri ^aib-poshi hi 
aur sara lawazima dhiyafat kd usi Khwaja-sara ke sath (jo mera 
mahram hai) kar diya. Sab apne apne karkhane meh a kar hadhir 
hue. Shdm be wakt tu us mue ko le kar aya ; mujhe us ka^ba 
bahdi ka bhi ana manzur Ihd. 

Chunanche pher tujh ko takaiyud kar kar use bhi bulwdyd. 
Jab woh bhi ai aur majlis jami, sharab pi }i kar sab bad-roast aur 
be-hosh hue, aur un ke sath tu bhi kaifi ho kar murda sa para, 
maih ne ICilmakm ko hukm kiyd ki un donoh ka sar talwar se kat 
dal. Us ne wohhih ek dam meh shamshir nikal kar donoh ke sar 
kat badan lal kar diye. Aur tujh par ghusse ka yeh bdi§ tha ki 
maih ne ijdzat dhiyafat ki di thi, na do din ki dosti par ^itiinad kar 
ke fiharik mai-khwdii ka ho. Albatta yeh teii b^raakat apne taCh 
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pafsand na 6 A 5 is w&st^e ki jab tu ]>i pa kar be-hosh hua^ tab tawakk’ii 
rifakat ki tujh se kya rain? Par terf khidmat ke hakk aise rnevi 
gardan par hain ki 30 tajh se aisi Iiarakat hoti bai to mu^af karti 
bun. Le^ main ne apni liiikikat ibtidfi se iatiha tak kali snuaf^ ab 
bk{ dil men kucbh aur hawas baki hai ? Jaise main ne ten kbatir 
kar ke tere kaline ko sab t^rah kubul kiya^ tii bhi mera farmdna 
181 ^uratse^amal men la. Salah-i-wakt yehi bai ki ab is shahr men 
rabna mere aur tere hakk men bhald nabm. Age tu mukhtar hai. 

M^abud Alliih ! Sbahz&di etna farma kar chup rabi. FaHr 
to dil o j&u se us ke hukm ko sab cbiz par mul^ddam janta tha 
aur us ki mababbat ke jal men pbansa tha^ bola^ jo mardbiy-i. 
mubarak men awe se behtar hai; yeb fidwi be-^uzr baja lawega. 
Jab Shah-zadi ne mere tuin farman-bardar wa kbidmatgar apna 
pura samjh^^ far may a^ do ghore cbalak aur jan-b 4 z (ki chalne men 
hawa se baten karen) Padsbah ke khass istabl se mangwa kar 
taiyar rakh. Main ne waise hi pari-zad char guide ke ghore chim 
kar ziu bandhwa kar mangwfie. Jab thori si rat baki rabi, Pad- 
shah- zadi mardaua libds pehen aur panclion bathyar baudb kar ek 
ghore par sawar hui ; aur dusre markab par main musallah ho kar 
chath baHba aur ek (araf ki rah If. 

Jab shab tamam hui aur pbarohha bone laga, tab ek pokbar ke 
kenare pahuhche, Utar kar muhh bath dhce ; jaldf jaldi iiashta kar 
ke pher sawar ho kar cbale. Kabhu Malika kucbh kucbh baten karti 
aur yon kabtf, ham ne terf kbatir sharm, haya, mulk, mal, ma bap 
sab cbhora; aisa na ho ki tu bbf us zalim>i-be-wafa ki tarah suluk 
kare« Kadhu main kucbh ahwal idhar udhar ka rah katne ke liye 
kabta aur us ka bhf jawab deta^ ki Padshah-zadf ! sab idamf ek~ 
se nahfh bote. Us pajf kf sirisht men kucbh khalal hoga jo us se 
aisf ^urakat wak’i hui ; aur main ne to jan o mal turn par taipaddiik 
kiya aur turn ne mujiie bar t^rnh sar-far£zf bakhshi. Ab main 
banda bighair damon ka bun. Mere chamre kf agar jutiyah bauua 
kar pehuo^ to ah na karun. Aisf aisf baten babam hoti ibfh aur 
rat din chalne se kam tha. Kabhd jo mandgf ke sabab kahin. 
utarte to jangal ke charand o parand shikar karte ; halal kar ke 
namak*dan se Ion nikal ckakmd^ se ag jbar bhun bban kar kha 
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lete^ aur g^horon ko chlior dete ; we apne munii se glias pat ebar 
chug kar apna pet bbar lele. 

Ek roz aise kaf-i-dast maidan men nikle, ki jabah basti ka 
n^m na tha aur adami ki surat nazar na all tbi ; is par bbi Badshalu 
zadi ki riCakat ke eabab se din ^Id aur rat Sbab i-barat m’alum boii 
thi. Jate jate ancliit ek darya (ki jis ko dekhne se kaleja pam ho) 
rah men mila. Kinare par khare ho kar jo dekba to jahah talak nigab 
ne kam kiy&^ pam hi tha ; kuchh thal bera na paya. Ya Ilahi 1 
ab is samundar se kyauhkar par utreh 1 Ek dam isi sch men khare 
rahe. Akhir yeb dil men lahar ai ki Malika ko yahin bitha kar 
main talash men nao neware ki jauh ; jab tak asbab guzare kd bath 
awp^ tab talak woh naziim bbi aram pa we. Tab main ne kaba^ ae 
Malika! hukm ho to ghat bat is darya ka dekhun. Farmane lagi^ 
mein babut tbak gai huh aur bbukhi p) dsi ho rahi huh ; maih ^aia 
dam le luh jab tak tu par chalne ki kucb tadldr kar. 

Us jagah ek darakht pipal ka thdi bara chbatar bahdi.e hue^ ki 
agar bazar sawar awe to dhup aur mehh meh us ke tale aram pawe. 
Wahah us ko baitbakar maih chala aur charoh taraf dekbtd tha ki 
kahm bhf zamin par ya darya meh nishan insan ka pduh. Bahutera 
Bar mara par kahm na paya. Akhir mayus ho kar wahah se phir aya 
to us pari ko per ke mehe na pAva. Us wakt ki halat kyd kahuh 
ki siirt jati rahi. Diwana baola ho gaya. Kabbu daiukht par 
chnrh jata aur dal dal pat pat phirta ; kabhu hatii paoh chhor kar 
zamin meh girta aur us darakht ki jar ke as pas tnsadduk hotd. 
Kadbu chinghar mar kar apni be»basi par rota^ aur kabhu pach* 
chhim se purab ko daura jatd^ kadbu utlar se dakhan ko phir afa. 
Gharadh bahuteii khak clihaiii lekiu us gauhar-i-ndyab ki nisham na 
pai. Jab mera kuchh has ua cliala tab rota aur khak sar par urata 
bua talash bar kabfh karne lagd. 

Dil meh yeh khaydl aya ki shayad koi Jinn us pari ko uthd kar 
le gnya aur mujhe yeh dagh de gaya; ya us ke mulk se koi us ke 
pichhelagd chaldata tha us wakt akeld pa kar mand manu kar pher 
Shdm ki ubhra. Aise khayaloh meh ghabrd kar kapre 

wapre phehk phdhk diye : nanga munga fakir ban kar Sham ke 
xliulk meh $ubh se shdm tak dhundhtd phirta aur rat ko kahm par 
rahtd. Sard jabdn raund mard^ par apni Bdhshdh-zadi ka ndm o ni« 
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sb&ti kisi 86 na suni^ na sabab gbiib hone ka m^alum liud. Tab dil 
men yeh ayfi ki jab us jan ka td ne kuclih pata na payd^ to ab jma 
bln half hai. Kisi jangal men ek pahar nazar aya ; tab us par charh 
gay a aur yeh irada kiya ki apne tarn gira duh^ ki ok dam men sar 
muhli pattharoh se t^hrate takrdte phut j^wega^ to aisi mufiibat se 
j{ chhut jawega. 

Yeh dil men kah kar chahtahuh ki apne tain giraun, balki paon 
bhi uth ohuke the, ki kisu ne merd hath pakar liya. Etne men 
hosh a gayd ; dekhta huh to ek sawar sabz>po8h muhh par nikab 
dale mujhe farmata hai, ki kyauh tu apne marne kd kasd karta 
hai ? Khiida ke faihl se na-umid hona kufr hai. Jab talak sans 
lini tab talak as hai. Ab thore dinoh men Bum ke mulk men tin 
darwesh tujli se dukhi, aisi hi musil)at men phahse hue aur aise hf 
tamashe dekhe hue, tujh se mulakat karehge. Aur wahdh ke 
Padshdh ka Azad nam hat, us ko bln ek ban mushkil darpesh 

hai. Jab woh bhi turn charoh fakirch ke sath milega to bar ek 
ke dil ki matlab aur murad jo hai bakhdbi hasil hogi. 

Main ne likab pakar kar bosa diya aur kaha, ai iGb,uda ke 
wall! tumhare etne hi farmane se mere diUi->pur-idhtirar ko tasalli 
hui ; lekiu Khuda ke waste yeh farmaiye ki ap kaun haih aur ism- 
i-sharif kya hai? Tab unlioh ne farmdya Murtadha ^Ali mera nam 
hai, aur merd yehi kdm hai ki jis ko jo mushkil katbih pesh dwe 
to main us ko dsan kar dun. Etna farma kar natron se poslnda ho 
gae. Bare is fakir ne apne Mauld Muslikil-Kushdki bashdrat se 
khdtir jam’a kar kasd Kust'intiinya kd kiya. Rah men jo kuclih 
mii^ibatch kismat men likhi thm khm3hta hud us Padshtz^di k£ 
muldkdt ke bbarose Khudd ke fadhl se yabah tak a pahuhchd aur 
apm khush-nasibi se tumhari khidmat men musharraf hud. Hamdre. 
tumhare apas men mulakat to hui, baham suhbat aur bat clnt 
muyas^ar di; ab cbahiye ki Pddshdb Azdl Bakht se bhi ru-shandsi 
aur jan pacbdn bo. 

B’ad is ke muknrrar ham pdhchoh apne mak^ad-i-dili ko pahuh- 
chehge. Turn bbi du^d mdhgo aur Amin kaho. Yd Hddi ! is 
l;^irdn sar-garddn ki sar-guzasht yeh tin jo ha^drf mehdarweshoh 
ki kah sundi. Ab dge dekhiye ki kab yeh milinat aur ghamm 
hamdra Pddshd-zddi ke miioe se khuslu o Miurrami se badal ho. 
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Azad Bakht ek kone men cbhupa hui chupka 3hyan lagae Pahle 
Darwesh ka majara sun kar khush hu&; plier Dusre Darwesh ki 
bakikiit ko sunne lag^. 


Saie DtjsoE Darwesh Kf. 

Jab dusre Darwesh ke kabne ki naubat pabuhcbi, wob cbar- 
zanu bo baitha aur boli~ 

Ai yuro ! is fakir ka tuk majara suno; 

Main ibtidd se kabta bun ta intiba suno. 

Jis ka ^ilaj kar nabin sakta koi hakim^ 

Haiga bamara dard nipat Id-dawa^ suno. 

Ai dalk-posho, yeb ^ajiz padshab-zada Faras ke mulk ka hai f 
bar fann ke adami waban paida bote bain ; cbunancbe Tsfahaii nisF- 
i-jahan masbhur hai. Haft Iklim men us iklim ke barabar kof 
wilayat nabm^ ki waban k& sit&ra aftab bai aur wob saton kawakib 
men naiyir-i-^azam bai. Ab o bawd wahfin ki khush aur log 
raushan-tab^a aur sabib-i-salika bote bain.. Mere I^ibla g^h ne (jo 
padshah us mulk ke the) larakpan se ka’ide aur kanun-i-saltanat 
ke tarbiyat karne ke wa^^tebare bare dana ustad bar ek ^ilm aur kasb 
ke cbun kar meri ataiiki ke liye mukarrar kiye the ; tau t^alim kamil 
bar na^u ki pd kar kdbil bun. Kbuda ke fadhl se cbaudab baras 
ke sinn o sal men sab ^ilm se mabir bua. Guftgu m’akul, nisbast 
bar^ast pasandid aur jo kiichb badshabon ko laik aur darkar bai 
sab basil kiya ; aur yebi shauk sbab o roz tha ki kabilon ki §uhbat 
men kisse bar ek mulk ke aur ahwal ulul-^azm padsbaboii aur Dam« 
awaron ka suna karun, 

Ek r»>z ek miisdhib-i daiia ne (ki khub tawaiikh-dan aur ja- 
ban-dida tha) mazkur kiyd^ ki agarche adami ki zindagi kd kuchh 
bharosa nabm^ lekin aksar wnsf aise bain ki un ke sabab se insan 
ka nam Kiydmat tak zabdnen par bakhubi cbala jaega. Main ne 
kaba^ agar thora sd ahwal us kd mufasfal ba} an karo to main bbi 
sunun^ aur us par ^amal karun. Tab wob sbakh? Hdtim Tdi kd 
mdjard is t«'^rah se kabne lagd^ ki Hdtim ke wakt men ek bddbhdh 
Arab kd Naufal ndm tba ; us ko ^dtim ke satli basabab ndm-awari 
ke dushmani kamal bui. Bahut sd lasbkar fauj jani^a kar kar lardi 
ki khdtir charb dyd. Hatim to Khudd-tars aur nek mnrd tba ; yeb 
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eamjhfi ki againpiiE^ bhi jang ki taiyari karun, to Khuda ke bande 
m&ve jamge, aur bari khun-rezi ho^. Is H 'azdb mere m likhfi 
jaega. Yeh bat soch kar tan taoha, apni jan le kar ek pahar k£ khoh 
men ja chhupd. Jab ^atim ke gbaib hone ki j^abar Naufal ko 
m'alum hui, sab asbab aur ghar h&v IJdtim ka kuvk kiya, aur 
munadi karwadi, ki jo koi dhundh dhindh kar pakar lawe, pan sau 
ashrafi padshdh ki sarkar se in’am pawe. Yeh sun kar sab ko 
lalacli dya aur justju il^atim kf karne lage. 

Ek roz ek burha aur us kf burhyd do tm bachche cbhote chliote 
sdlh liye hue lakriyan torne ke waste us ghar ke pas (jah&n 5atim 
poshi'la tha) pahunohe, aur lakriyan us jangal se chunne lage, 
Burbya boll, ki agar hamare din kuchh bhale dte, to Qatim ko 
kahm ham dekh pate, aur us ko pakar kar Naufal ke pas le jate, 
to woh pahoh sau ashraff deta aur ham aram se khdte, is dukh 
dhandhe se chhut jate. Burhe ne kaha^ kya tar tar kartf hai? 
Hamdie tal*i men yehi likha hai ki roz laknydn toren aur sar par 
dliar bdzar men beahen, tab Ion ro^i muyasear awe, ya ek roz 
jnngal se bagh le jawe. Le apna kam kar ; hamare hath Qdtim 
kdhe ko dwega, aur padshah etne rupai dildwega ? '’Aurat ne 
than^hf sans bharf aur chupki ho rahi. 

Ye dononiki baten IjEatim ne sunrn : mardumi aur muruwat se 
ba’id jana ke apne tain chhupaiye aur in donon be-charon ko xnatlab 
t^ik na pahunchatye, Sach hai» agar adami men rahm nahfh to 
woh insan nahm^ aur jis ke ji men dard nahm woh kasaf hai. 

Dard-i-dil ke waste paida kiya insan ko. 

War na tUtxi ke liye kuchh kam na the KaiTobiyah, 

Gl^aradh l^atim ki jawah-mardi ne na kubul kiyd ki apne kanoh 
se sun kar chupka bo rahe. Wohhm bahar nikal aya aur us burhe 
se knha, ki ai 'azfz ^atim main hi huh ; mere tarn Naufal ke pas 
le chal; woh mujhe dekhega aur jo kuchh rupai dene kd ikrar kiya 
hiii, tujhe dewega. Pir mard ne kaba, sach hai ki is ^urat men 
bhalai aur beh-budi meii albatta hai, lekin woh kya jdne tujh se 
kya suluk kare ? Agar mdr ddle to main kyd karun ? Yeh mujh 
se hargiz na ho sakegd ki tujh ko apnf tam^a kf ]^dtir dnshman ke 
bawale karun. W^oh mdl kai din kbduhgd aur kab tak jiyuhgd? 
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Akhir mar jauiiga tab Khuda ko kya jawab ? Qatim ne 

bahuteri minnat ki, ki majhe le chal ; main apni khuslu se kahta 
hun^ aur hamesha isi ^rzu men rahta bun, ki mera jan o mal kisu 
ke kam awe to behtar hai ; lekiu woh burha kisi tarah radhi na 
hua ki Qatim ko le jawe, iti^am pawe. Akhir laehar ho kar 
l^atim ne kaha, agar tu mujlie yon nabih le jata, to main ap se (xp 
pddshdh pas ja kar kaht& huh ki is burhe ne mujbe jangal men ek 
pabiS,r ki kiioh men cbhupa rakha tb4. Woh burba bahsa aur 
bola^ bbalai ke badle burai mile^ to ya nasib I Is radd o badal ke 
suwal o jiuvab men adami aur bhi a pahuhohe^ bbir lag gai. Un- 
hoh ne m*alum kiya ki Ilatim yehi hai; turat pakar liya, aur 
^atim ko le chale. Woh burha bbi afsos kaitd hua pichhe piohhe 
sath ho liya. Jab Naufal ke ru-ba-ru le gae> us ne puchba ki is 
ko kauu pakar layk ? Ek lad-z£t sang-dil bola ki ais4 kam siwae 
hamare kaun kar sakta hai ? Yeh fath hamare nam hai ; ham ne 
’arsh par jhauda gard hai. Ek aur lan-tarani wala dmg marne 
laga ki main kai diu se daur dhup kar jangal se pakar laya huh; 
meri mihnat par nazar kijiye, aur jo karar hai so dijiye, Isi tarah 
ashraflyoh ki Idlach se bar koi kahta tha ki yeh kam mujb se hua. 
Woh burha chupka ek kone men laga sab ki shaikhiyah suu raha 
tha, aur Qatim ki khatir khara rota tha. Jab apiu apni diUawari 
aur mardauagi sab kah chuke, tab Qatim ne badshah se kaba^ 
agar sach puohho to yeh hai, ki woh burha jo alag sab se khara 
hai mujh ko laya hai Agar kiyafa pahchante ho to daryaft karo, 
aur mere pikarne Id Miatir jo kubul kiya hai put a karo, ki sare d^l 
meh zab^n halal hai ; mard ko chahiye jo kahe so kare ; nabih 
to jibh haiwau ko bhi Khuda ne di hai; pher haiwan aur ins^n meh 
kya tafawut hai ? 

Naufal ne us lakarhare burhe ko pas bula kar pucha, ki sach 
kah a§il kya hai ? Qatim ko kauu pakar laya ? Us bechare ne 
sar se paohtak jo guzra tha rast kah sunaya, aur kaha ki ^atim 
meri khatir ap se dp chala aya hai. Naufal yeh himmat Hatim ki 
sun kar muta^ajjib hud ki bal be teri sakhdwat, apni jdu ka bhi 
khatra na kiyd : jetne jhuth d’awe ^dtim ke pakar Idne ke karte 
the, lyakm kiyd ki un kf fundiydh kas kar pdn sau ashrafi he badle 
pdti pdn sai jutiy dh un ke sar par lagdo ki uu kd bheja nikal pare. 
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Wonhm tar tar paiz^reh pariie lagm ki ek dam men sar un ke 
ganje ho gae. Sack hai^ jliuth bolna aisd hi gunah hai ki kof 
gun&h us ko nahm pihuncht&. Khuda sab ko is bala se inalifu^ 
rakhe, aur jhuth bolne ka chaska na de. Bahub adami jhuth 
mutli bake jdte bain ; lekin azmaisb ke wakb saza pate bain. 

Gharadh un sab ko muwafik un ke in'am de kar, Naufal ne 
apne dil men khayal kiya ki Qatim se shakhs se (ki ek 'alam ko us 
se faidb pabunebta hai, aur muhtajon ki khatir jan apni daregh 
nabin kurta, aur Kkuda ki rah men sar ta pa hadiirbai) dushman 
rakhni aur us ka mudda’i hona mard-i-adamiyat aur jawan-mardi 
se ba^id hai. Wonhm ^atim kd hath ban dosti aur garm-joshi 
se pakar liya aur kaba, kyaun na ho; jab aise ho tabaisebo. 
Tawadhu t’azim kar kar pas bithlaydj aur ^atim ka mulk o amlak 
aur mal o asbab jo kuchh dhabt kiya tha, wohbih cbhor diya. 
Nae sar se sardari kabila-i-Taii ki use df ; aur us burhe ko paiich 
sau ashrafiyah apne khizaue se dilwa dm. Woh du’a deta hua 
chala gayd. 

Jab yeh mdjard ^dtim kd main ne tamdm sund, ji men ghairat 
il, aur yeh khaydl guzrd ki ^dtim apnd kaum kd fakat rais tha, 
jin ne ek sakhawafc ke bd’is yeh ndm paidd kiyd ki dj tak masbhur 
hai. Main Khudd ke hukm se pddsbah tamdm Irdn ka huh ; 
agar is n^mat se mahrum rahuh to bard afsos hai : filwdk’i dunya 
men koi kdm bard dad o dehish se nahm ; is wdsl^e ki adamf jo 
kuchh dunyd men detd hai, us kd ’iwa^ ’dkibat men letd bai. 
Agar koi ek ddna beta hai, to us se ketnd kuchh paidd hota hai ! 
Yeh bdt dil men thahrd kar mir-i-’imdrdt ko bulwd kar hukm 
kiyd ki ek inakau ’dli-shdu jis ke chdlis darwdze baland aur bahut 
kushdda hoh bdhar sbahr ke jald banwdo. Thore ’arse men waisi 
hi ’imdrat was’i jaied dil chdhtd tbd, ban kar taiydr hui ; aur us 
makdn men bar roz har wakt fajr se sham talak muhtdjoh aur 
bekasoh ke tarn rupai ash rafiy dh detd, aur jo koi jis chiz kd suwdl 
kartd main use mdidmdl kartd. 

Qharadh chdlisoh darwdze se hdjatmand ate, aur jo chdhte so le 
jdte. Ek ri»z kd yeh zikr hai, ki ek fakir sdmne ke darwdze se dyd 
aur sawdl kiya. Main ne use ek ashrafi di. Pher wobi ddsre dar- 
wdze se ho kar dyd, do asbrafiydh mdhgfh, main ne pabchdn kar 
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darguzar ki aur din. Isi t^ra^ un ne bar ek darwaze se ana aur 
ek ek ashrafi barhfina sbur'u kiya, aur main bbf jin bujb kar anjan 
bua^ aur us be suwal ke muwafik dija kiya. Akhir chaliswen 
darwaze ki rah se a kar cbalis ashrafiyan mangm. Wob bbi main 
ne dilwa dm. Etna kucbh le kar woh darwesk pher pahle darwaze 
se ghus iyi aur suwdl kiya. Mujhe bahut bura m^alum hua ; main 
ne kaba^ sun ai laicbi I tu kaisa fakir bai ki bargiz fakr ke tinon 
barfon ^e bhi wakif nabm? Fakir ka ^amal un par ebahiye. Fakir 
bola^ bhala data tumbm batllo. Main ne kaba (fa) se faka^ 
se kana^at, (ra) se riyadhat nikalti bai. Jis men ye baten na bon 
woh fakir nabm. Etna jo lujhe mila bai is ko kba pi kar pher aiyo 
aur jo mangega le jaiyo. Yeh kbairat ihtiyaj raPa karne ke waste 
bai, na jauPa karne ke liye : ai haris ! chalis darwazon se tu ne ek 
ek asbraii se chalis asbrafiyoii tak lin ; is ka hisab to kar ki reori ke 
pber ki tarah ketni ashrafiyan hum : aur is par bbi tujbe hirs pher 
pahle darwaze se le ai. Etna mal jam^a kar kar kya kaiega ? Fakir 
ko ebahiye ki ek roz ki iikr kare. Dusie din pber nai rozi Bazzak 
dene wala maujud bai. Ab biaya o sharm pakar, aur sabro kana^at 
ko kam farma. Yeh kaisi fakui bai jo tujhe mursbid ne batai ? 

Yeh meri bat sun kar^khafa aur bad-dimagh hua,aur jetna mujh 
se le kar jam^akiya tha^ sab zamm par dal diya aur bola^ bas baba ! 
etne garm mat bo ; pher sakhawat ka nam na lijo ; sakhi bona 
bahut musbkil bai ; turn sakbdwat ka Lojh nahih utha sakte^ us 
manzil ko kab pabunchoge ? A bbi Dilli dur bai. Sakhi ke bhi tin 
^larf bain ; pahle un par ^amal karo, tab sakhi kahlao. Tab to]main 
dara aur kaba^ bhala data ! is ke m^aua mujhe samjhao. Kahne 
laga (sin) se samai, aur (kha) se khauf-i-lMhi, aur (ya)se3ad 
rakhna apni paidaish aur marne ko. Jabtulak etna na hole to 
sakhawat ka nam na le ; aur sakhi ka yeh darja hai ki agar bad- 
kar ho, tau bbi dost KJ^udd ka bai ; is fakir ne bahut mulkoh ki 
Bair ki hai, lekin siwae Basre ki Badsbah-zadi ke koi saUi dekhne 
men na aya. Sal^awat ki jama K^udd ne us ^aurat par kaPa kiya 
bai; aur sab nam obahte bain waisa kam nabm karte. Yeh sun 
kar main ne babut roinnat ki^ aur kasamen dm ki meri taksir 
karo aur jo ebabij e so lo. Mera diyd bargiz na liya, aur yeh kabta 
hua cha1£, ab agar apni sail badshabat mu jiia de to is par bhi na 
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tliukdn. Yell kabtd bua woh to cbala gaya par Basre ki Bddsbdb* 
zadi ki yeb t’arif sunne se dil be-kal bud^ kisi t^^rah kal na thi. Ab 
yeh arzu bui ki ki^i surat se Basre chil kar us ko dekha cbahiye. 

Is ^uri^e men B^dsbab ne wafat pai^ aiir takhfc par main buitba ; 
saltanat mill par woli khayal na gaya. Wazir aur amiron se (jo 
pa-i-taMit saltanat he aur arkan mamlukat ke tbe) masbwarat ki ki 
safar Basre ka kiya clidlita bun. Turn apne kam men musta^idd 
raho ; agar zindagi bai to safar ki ’umr kotab boti bai ; jald pbir 
ata bun. Koi mere jane par radhi na bua. Lachar dil to udas ho 
raha tba, ek din bighair sab ke kabe sune chupke Wazir-i-bfi-tadbir 
ko bula kar mu^.ar aur wakil-i-mutlak apna kiya, aur saltanat ka 
madar-ubmul.amm banaya. Pber men ne gerua basiarpehen fakiii 
bli63 kar, akele rab Basre ki li. Thore dinon men us ki sar-hadd 
m n ja paliuncba. Tab se yeh tamasba dekhne laga, ki jahan rat 
ko makam karta, naukar chakarusi Malika ke istikbal kar kar ek 
makand-m^akul men utarte, aur jetna lawazima dbiyafat kfi hota 
hai bakhubx maujud karXe, aur ^idmat men dast basta tamam rat 
badbir rahte. Dusre din dusii manzil men yebi surat pesb ati. Is 
arana se mahmon ki rah tai ki; akhir Basre men dakbil lina. 
Wabm ek jawdn shakil, kbusb-libas, nek-khu, sahibd-muiuwat 
(danai us ke kiyafe se gahir thij mere pds aya aur nipat shirm- 
zabani se kahne lagd, ki main fakiron ka khadim bun ; hamesha is 
ki talasb men rahta bun, ki jo koi musafir fakir ya dindar (dunya- 
dar) is sbabr men awe, mere ghar men kadam-ranja farmawe, 
Siwae ek makan ke yaban aur bidesi ke rabne ki jagab nubin bai ; 
ap tasbrif le cbalye aur us makan ko zinat bakbshiye aur mujbe sar* 
faraz kijiye. 

Fakir ne puchba, §ahib ka ism i-sbarif kya bai ? Bola is gum. 
n£m ka nam Eeddr Bakht kahte bain. Us ki kbubi aur tamalluk 
dekb kar yeb ^ajiz us ke satb cbala, aur us ke makan men gaya^ 
Pekha ek ^imarat-i-’ali-shau lawazim-i-sbabana se taiyar bai. Ek 
dalan men us ne leja kar bitbaya aur gsrm pain mangwa kar bath 
paon dbulwae; aur dastar-kbwan bicbhwa kar mujh tan tanhd ke 
ru-ba-ru bakawal ne ek tore ka tora chun diya. Cbdr musbkab, ek 
men yakhni polao, dusre men Vo^*ma*pol£o, iisre men mutanjau 
polao, aur cbauthe men koko polao, aur ek ^ 6 h zarde kiaur kait^rab 
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ke kalye^ do-peyaza^ nargisi^ badami^ raugban-josh^ aur rotiyan kai 
kism ki^ bakar-khanij tuiikij shir-mal, gao-dida^ gao-zaban, nan«i- 
u’imat^ par&tbe^ aur kab&b kofte ke^ tikke ke^ murgh ke khagine^j 
m4]ghoba, shab-deg, dam-pukbt, halim, harisa, samose, waraki^ 
kubuli, firni, shir-biranj, malai^ halwa^ faldda^ pan-bhatta^ namish^ 
absh:>ra, sak-i-^arus, lauziyat, murabba^ achar-dan^ dahi ki kulfiyan. 
Ye n^maten dekh kar ruh bhar gai, jab ek niw41a bar ek se liyapet 
bhi bhar gaya ; tab bath khdne se khmcha. 

Wob sbakhs mujawwiz hua ki sahib ne kya khaya? Khdna to 
sab amanat dbara hai ; be-takallu£ aur uosbh.i-jdh farmaiye. 
Main ne kaha, khaiie men sharm kya hai ? Khuda tumhara khana 
dbdd rakhe ; jo kuchh mere pet men samdyd so main ne khaya : aur 
dhayike ki us ke kya t^arif karuh ! ki ab tak zaban chatta hun ; 
aur jo dakar ati hai so mu^attar; lo ab mazid karo. Jab dastar- 
khwan utha, zer-audaz kashani makhmal ka mukaiyasbi bichha 
kar (jhilamcln aftaba tilai la kar be^an-dau men se khush-bu besan 
de kar garm pani se mere hath dhulae. Pher pdn-dan jarau men 
giloriyah sone ke pakhroton men bahdhi hum aur chau-gharoh men 
khiloriyan aur chlkui supariyah aur lauhg ilachiyan rupe ke 
warakoh men marhi hum la kar rakbm. Jab main pani pme ko 
mahgta tab surahi barf men lagi hui ab dar le ftta. Jab sham hui, 
faiius men kafdri sham^eh raushan buih. Woh ’aziz baitha hua 
batch karta raha. Jab pahai’ rat gai, bola is cbhaparkhat men (ki 
jis ke age dalda-peshgir khara hai) dram kijiye. Fakir ne kalia^ ai 
sahib ! ham fakiroh ko ek borya ya mirg-cbbala bistar ke liye 
bahut hai ; yeh £hiida ne turn dunya-daroh ke wdste banaya haL 

Kahne laga, yeh sab asbab darwesboh ki khd^ir hai, kuchh 
mera mal nahih. Us ke bajidd hone se un bichhaunoh par (ki 
plmloh ki sej se bhi narm the) ja kar leta, Donoh pattiyoh kitaraf 
gul-dan aur chahgcreh phuloh ki chuui huih, aur ^ud-soz aur lakh* 
lukhe raushan the, jidhar ki karwat leta, dimagh mu^attar ho jata. 
Is 'dlam men so rahd. Jab subh hui nashte ko bhi badam, piste, 
angur, nashpati, anar, kishmish, cbhohare, aur mewe ka sharbat la 
hddhir kiya. Isi taur se tin din rat raba ; chautlie roz main ne 
rnj^sat mdhgi. Hdlh jor kar kahne lagi, shayad is gunahgar se 
$a^b ki yiidmat-gari men kuchh kusur hua, ki jis ke baM§ roiza^ 
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tumhara mukaddar hua. Main ne hairan ho kar kaha^ barai Khuda 
yeb kya mazkur hai ? Lekiii mehmatii ki shart tin din tak hai^ bo 
main raha, ziya la rahna khub iiahih : aur ^alawa yeb fakir waste 
sair ke nikla liai ; agar ek hi jagah rah jawe to munasib iiabih^ is 
liye ijazat chahta hai : nahih to tomhari khubiyah aiei nahih ki 
juda hone ko ji chahe. 

Tab woh bola jaisi mardhi ; lekin ek sa’at tawakkuf kijiye ki 
Badshah-z^di ke hudhur men ja kar ^ardh karuh; aur turn jo jaya 
jhahte ho^ to jo kuchh asbab orhne bichane kd aur khane ke basan 
rape sone ke aur jarau ke is mehman-khane men haiii yeh sab tum- 
hara tnal hai^ is ke sath le jane ki khatir jo farmao tadbir ki jawe. 
Main ne kaha^ Id parho^ bam fakir na hue bh&t hue ; agar 
yehi hirs dil men hoti to fakir kahe ko hote ; dunya-daii kya buri 
thi ? Us ^aziz ne kaha^ agar yeh ahwal Malika sune to Khuda jane 
mujhe is Ichidmat se taghaiyur kar kar kya suluk kare \ agar tumheh 
aisi hi be-parwdi hai to in sab ko ek kothri men amanat band kar 
kar darwaze ko sar-ba-muhr kar do^ pher jo chaho so kijiyo. 

Main na kubul karta tb&^ aur woh bhi na mantd tha ; lachar 
yehi i^alah thahri ki sab asbab ko band kar kar kufi kardiya^ aur 
muntazir rukhsat ka hua. Etne men ek khwaja-sara m^utabar, 
ear par sar-pech aur gosh-peeh aur kamar men patka bahdhe^ ek 
^asa sone k& jarau hath men, aur sath us ke kai khidmat-gar 
m^akul ^uhde liye hue is shaQ-o-shaukat se mere nazdik aya, 
Aisi mehrbangi aur mulayamat se guftgu karne laga ki jis ka 
bayan nahih kar sakta ; pher bola ki ai miyah ! agar tawajjuh aur 
karam kar kar is mushtak ke gharib-khane ko apne kadam ki bara- 
kat se raunak bakhsho^ to banda-nawazi aur gharib-parwari se 
ba^id nahih. 

Shayad Shah-zadi sune ki koi musafir yahah aya tha, us ki 
tawadh^u mudar^t kisu ne na ki, woh yohhih ehala gaya, is waste 
walldhu jilam mujh par kya afut lawe aur kaisi Kiyamat uthawe, 
balki harf zindagi par hai. Maih ne in batch ko na mana ; tab 
khw4h-na-khwdh minnateh kar ke mere taih aur ek haweli meh 
(ki pahle makan se behtar thi) le gaya. Us ne pahle mezbau ki 
manind tin din rat donoh wa^t waise hi khane, aur subh aur 
tisre paliar sharbat, aur tafannuu ki khat-ir mewe khil^ \ aur 
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bdsan nukrai wa am* farsh furusb aur asbab jo kuehh wah^ii 
tba, mnj)) se kahne laga ki in sab ke turn malik mnkhfc&i* 
jo chaho so karo. 

Main ye baton sun kar hairaa Ima am* chaha ki k'Ui na kisi tarah 
yaban se nikhsat ho kar bhagun. Mere chelire baslire ko dekh kar 
woh mahalli bola, ai Khuda ke bande ! jo tera matlab yd arzu ho so 
mujh se kah to hu^ur men Malika ke ja kar ^ardh karun. Main 
ne kaha^ main fakiii ke libas men dunya ka mal kya mangun^ ki 
turn bighair mange dete bo, aur main inkar karta bun ? Tab woh 
kahne laga ki hirs dunya ki kisi ke ji se nahm gai^ cbundncbe 
kisu kab ne yeh kabit kaba hai— • 

Nakb bin-katd dekbe, sis bhaii ja^a dekhe, jogi kan-phatd 
dekbe, cbhd lae tan men ; 

Maunianbol dekhe^ siura sar chhol dekbe^ kirt kalol dekhe^ ban 
khandi ban men ; 

Bii* dekbe, sur dekbe, sab guni aur kurh dekbe, mayd ke pur 
dekbe, bhul rahe dhan men ; 

Adant sukbi dekbe, janam bi ke dukbi dekbe, par we na dekbe 
jin ke lobb nahm man men. 

Main ne yeb sun kar jawab diya, ki yeh sach bai, par main 
kuehh nahm cliahta ! agar farmao to ek ruk'a sar ba-rauhr apne 
matlab ka likh kar dun, jo hudhur Malika ke pahuncha do, to ban 
mihrbani bai, goya tamam dunya ka mal raujb ko diya. Bold ba- 
sar-o-chasbm, kyd mudhayaka ? Main ne ek ruVa likhd, pable 
shukr Khhudd kd, pber ahwdl, ki yeh banda Kbudd kd kai roz 
se is sbabr men wdrid bai, aur sarkdr se sab tarah ki kba- 
bar.giri boti bai ; jaisi khubiydn aur nek-ndmiyan Malika ki 
sun kar ishtiyak dekhne ka hud tba, us se chdr chand paya. Ab 
hdhur ke arkan-i-daiilat yon kahte bain, ki jo matlab anr tamannd 
teri ho so zahir kar. Is waste be-hijeibana jo dil ki arzu bai so 
^ardh karta bun, ki main dunya ke mal kd miihtaj nahm ; apne 
mulk kd main blif bddshah hdh. Fakat yaban talak dnd aur 
mihnat utband dp ke ishtiyak ke sabab se hud, jo tan tanbd is 
surat se a pahunebd bun. Ab umid bai ki hu^ur ki tawajjuh 
se yeh l^dk-nashm matlab-i-dili ko pabunche to Idik bai, dge jo 
mardhi i>mubdrak. Lekin agar yeb iltimds kbaksdr kd kubul na 

V 2 
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lioga^ to isi tarah ]^ak chhdntd phiregd aur is jan-i-be-l^rar ko fip 
ke ^isbk men nis4r karega. Majnun aur Farhad ki manind jangal 
men yfi pahar par mar rahega. 

Yelii mndda'a likh kar us Khoje ko diya ; us ue Padshah-zadi tak 
pahunchaya. Ba^d ek dam ke pbir ay a aur mere tain bulaya aur 
apne s4th mahall ki deorhi par le gaya. Wahah ja kar dekha to 
ek burhi si ‘'aurat sahib-i-layakat sunahri kursi par gahna pata 
pabne hue baithi hai, aur kai Khoje khidmat-gar takalluff ke 
libas pahae hue hath bahdhe samae khare haih. Main use 
mukhtdr-i^kdr jan kar aur deritia samajh kar dast ba sar bua. 
Us mdma ne babut mihrbani se salam liya aur hukm kiya ki ao 
baitbo, ^ub bua jo turn ae. Tumlim ne Malika ke isbtiyak ka 
ruVa likha tha ? Main sharm khd kar cliup ho raba aur sar nicha 
kar ke baitha. 

Ek sa^at ke b^ad boK ki ai jawan ! Padshah-zadi ne salam 
kaha hai aur farmaya hai ki mujh ko khawind knrne se ^aib nabih ; 
turn me meri darkbwast ki, lekin apni badsbahat ka bayan karna 
aur is fakiii men apne tarn padsbah samajhna nipat beja hai; is 
waste ki sab 4dami apas men filhakikat ek liaih, lekin fadhilat din- 
i-Islam ki albatta hai. Aur main bln ek muddat se shadi karne 
ki arzu-maud huh, aur jaise turn dunya se be-parwa ho, mere lain 
bln Hakk Ta^ala ne etna mal diya hai ki jis ka kucbn hisab nabih. 
Par ek shart hai ki pable mabr ada kar lo, aur mahr Sbah-zadi ka 
ek bat bai jo turn se ho sake. Main ne kaha, maih sab tarah 
hadhir huh ; jan o-m41 se daregh nabih karneka ; wob bat kya hai ? 
Kaho to maih sunuh. Tab us ne kaha aj ke din rah jao, kal tumheh kab 
duhgh Maih ne khusbi se kubul kiya aur rukbsat ho kar babar aya. 

Din to guzra; jab sbdm hui mujhe ek khwaja-sara mahall men 
hula kar le gaya, ja kar dekha to akabir ^alini aur fadhil sahib- 
i-sliar'a hadhir haih. Maih bln usi jaise meh j4 kar baitha ki 
etne men dastar-khwan bicbbaya gay4, aur khane aksam aksam 
ke shirih aur namakih chune gae. We sab khane lage, aur 
mujhe bbi tawadh^u kar kar sbarik kiya. Jab khane se faragbat 
hui ek dai andar se ai aur boli ki Beh Roz kabah bai ? Use bulao. 
Yasawal ne wohhih hadhir kiya. Us ki surat babut mard-i-adami 
ki si aur babut si kunjiydh rupe sonc ki kamar meh laiki bui, 
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9aldm ^alaik kar karmere pas a kar baitlia. Wohi dai kahne lagf 
ki ai Beh Hoz! tii ne jo kuchh dekha hai, mufas^al us ka bayan kar. 

Bell Roz ne yeh dastan kahm shur’u ki aur mujh se mukhatib 
ho kar bola, ai ^azfz hamari Padsbah-zadi ki sarkar men bazaron 
ghulam bain ki saudag’avi ke kam men mnta'aiyan bain. Un men 
s€ ek main bhi adna khana zad bun. Har ek mulk ki {araf lakhofi 
nipai ka asbab aur jins de kar rawana farmati haifia jab woli 
wahan se phir ata liai tab us se us des ka ahwal apne hu^ur men 
puchhti bain aur sunti huih. Ek bar yeh ittifak hua ki yeh kam- 
tann iijarat ki khatir cbala aur shaiir-i Nim-Roz men pahuncha; 
wahan ke bashindon ko dekha ki Fab ka libas seyah hai ; aur har 
dam nala o ah hai. Aisa m^alum hota tha ki uu par kuchh ban 
musibat pan hai. Is ka sabiib jis se maihpuclihta koi jawab mera 
na deta. Isi hai rat men kai roz giizre. Ek din johhm ^ubh 
bui, tamam adami chhote bare, Jarke, burhe, ghaiib ghani shabr ke 
bahar chale. Ek maidan men ja kar jam^a hue. ' Aur us mulk 
ka badshali bbi sab amiroh ko sath le kar sawdr bua^ aur wabdh 
gay it ; tab sab barabar katar bahdh kar khare hue. 

Main bln un ke darraayau khara tamasha dekhta tha, par yeb 
m^aldm hota tha ki we sab kisd ka intizar khmch rahe haih, Ek 
ghari ke ^arse men dur se ek jawan pari-zad, sahib-i-jamal, pandrah 
solah baras ka sinu-o-sal ghul aur shor karta bua aur kat muhh se 
jari, zard bail ki sawaii, ek bath men kuchh liye inukabil khalk- 
UllaU ke ay a aur apue bail par se utra ; ek hath men natli aur ek 
hath men nangi talwar le kar do-zanu baitha. Ek gul-andam 
pari-ehehra us ke ham-rali tha j us ko us jawau ne woh chiz jo 
hath men thi di. Woh yalim le kar ek sire se har ek ko dekhata 
jatd tha ; lekin yeh halat tbi, ki jo koi dekhta tha, be ikhtiyar 
^arh mar kar rota tha. Isi t-a^ah sab ko dekhata aur rolata hua 
sab ke samue se ho kar apne khawind ke pas pliir gaya. 

Us ke jate hi woh jawau utba aur us ghulam ka sar shamshir 
se kdt kar aur sawar ho kar jidhar se aya tha udhar ko chala. Sab 
kbare dekha kiye ; jab nazroh se ghaibhua log shabr ki taraf phire. 
Main bar ek se is majre ki hakikat pdchkta tha, balki rupauh k£ 
Idlach deta aur MiuBhamad minnat karta ki raujhe zara bat£ do. 
ki yeh jawau ^uuu hai, aur is ue yeh kya harakat ki, aur kahah 
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8a £ya, aur kahan gays ? Hargiz kisi ne na batlaya aur na kuehh 
mere ]Aayal men aya, Yeh ta^ajjnb dekh kar jab main yahah 
aya anr Malika ke rd-ba-ru izhar kiya, tab se Badshah-zddi bln hairan 
ho mill hai, aur us ki tahkik karne ki khatir do-dili ho rain hai. 
Lihazd mahr apna yeln mukarrar kiya liai ki jo sha^s us "ajrtbe 
ki iamd-hakkuhu kbabar lawe, us ko pasand farmawe aur wohi 
mdlik Bare mdl mulk ka aur Malika ka howe, 

Yeb majara turn ne sab suna. Apne dil men gbaur karo ; agar 
turn us jawan ki kbabar Id sako to kasd Mulk-i-Nim-Roz ka 
karOj nabm to inkar kar kar apne ghar ki rah lo. Main ne jawdb 
diyd ki agar Kh,udd ebabe to jald us ka ahwdl sar se pdon tak 
darydft kar kar Padshdh-zddi ke pas d paliuncbtd ban aur kamydb 
hotd hdn ; aur jo meri kismat bad hai to us kd kuchb ^ildj nabm : 
lekin Malika is kd kaul karat* karen ki apne kabne se na pbiren. 
Aur bilf il ek andesha-i-inusbkil mere dil men khalisli kar rabd 
hai, agar Malika gbarib-nawazi aur musdfir-parwaii se hudbdr men 
bald wen aur parde ke bdbar bitbldwen aur merd iltimds apne 
kdnon sunen aur us kd jawdb apni zabdn se farmawen, to meii 
khdtir jam*a bo aur mujh se sab kuchb ho sake. 

Ddi pher bahar di aur mujbe apne satb jis mahall men Bfidshdh- 
zd^i tbi le gal, Kyd dekhta hdn ki dordyasaJE bdndbe dast-basta 
sabeliydn aur khawdsen aur Qrddbegniydn, Kilmdkniydn^ Turk- 
niydn, i^Jabsbniydn, Uzbegniydn, Kashmirniydn jawahir men jari 
'uhdeliye khari baiii. ludar kd akhdrd kahdn yd paryoii kd utara ? 
Be-ikhbiydr ek dh be-khudi se zabdn tak di, aur kalejd tbalakne lagd ; 
par bazor apne tdm tbdnbd. Un ko dekhta blidltd aur sair karfa 
bud age cbald ; lekin pdon sau sau man ke ho ga?, Jis ko dekbun 
pher yeh na ji chdbe ki age jddn. Ek chilwan pari thi aur 
mondbd jardd bichhud rakhd thd, aur ek chauki bhi sandal ki 
bichbi thi. Dai ne mujbe baitbne ki ishdrat ki. Mainmondhe p.'ir 
baith gayd aur woh chauki par ; kabne lagi, lo ab jo kahnd hai so 
ji Wiar kar kabo. 

Main ne Malika ki j^ubiyon ki aur ^adl o in§d£ ddd dehish ki 
pahle t’arif ki j pher kabne lagd^ jab se main is mulk ki sar-hadd 
men ayd, bar ek manzil men yehi dekhd ki jd-ba-jd musdfir-kbdne 
aur ^iinaraten ^dli bani hui bain ; aur ddarai bar ek bjide ke ta’mat 
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hain ki khabar-giti raus&firon aur muhtdjon ki karte bain : Mujhe 
bhi tin din bar ek makam men guzre* Chautbe roz jab rukbfnt 
hone Iag£ tab bin kisd ne kbuslu ee uahfh kaba ki jao; aur jetna 
asbab us raakan men tha, shatranji, chahdm, kalineh^ sitalpafi^ 
mangal-koti, diwai-gm, chhat, parde, cbilwanen, saeban, namgire, 
cbliaparkhat gbilaf, adakcha, tosbak, bala-posb, sej-band| 

cbadar, takye, takaini, gul-takye, masnad, gao-takye, deg, degche, 
patile, tabak, rikabi, badiye, tashtari, chamche, bakaoli, kaf-gir 
ta^am-bakbsh, sar-posh, seni, Wiwaa-posh, tora-posb, ab-khore, 
bujabre, surahi, lagan, pfe-dan, chaugbare, cbanger, gulab-pash, 
'ud-soz, aftaba, cbilamcbi, sab mere hawale kiye, ki yeb tiimbara 
mal hai ; cbalio ab le jao, nabm to ek kothri men band kar kar 
apni mubr karo ; jab tumbarf kbuslu bogi phirte hue Hye jaiyo. 
Main ne yonbm kiya ; par yeb hairat bai ki jab mujh se fakir tan 
tanha se yeb suluk bua,to aisegharib bazaron tumbare mulkon men 
ate jate bonge; pas agar bar ek se yelu mebnaan-dari ka p\\xr 
rabta hoga, to mublagh be his&b Wiarch bote bonge. Pas etni 
daulat ki jis ka yeb sarf bai kaban se ai aur kaisi bai ? Agar 
ganj-i-Karun ho to bbi wafa na kare : aur zahir men agar Malika 
ki saltanat par nigah kijiye to us ki dmad fakat bawarchi-khane 
ke ^arch ko bin kifayat na kartf bogf, aur kharchon ka to kya zikr 
hai. Agar is ka bayau Malika ki zaban se sunufi to khatir jam'a 
ho, kusd mulk Nim-Rozka ka karun, aur jon ton waban ja pahuh- 
chun, pber sab ahwil daryaft kar ke Malika ki khidmat men 
basbart-i-zindagi bar-i-digar hadbir bun, apne dil ki murad paun, 
Yeb sun kar Malika ne apni zaban se kaba ki ai jawan ! agar 
tujhe arzu kamal hai ki yeb mabiyat daryaft kare, to aj ke din 
bbi makam kar, sham ko tujhe hudhur mentalab kar kar jo kuchh 
ahwal is daulat-i-bezawal ka hai be kam o kast kaba jaega. Main 
yeb tasalH pfi kar apni istikamat ke makan par a kar muntazir 
tb6 ki kab sfadm ho jo mera matlab tamam bo. Etne men khwaja- 
sar& kai chau-gosbe tora-posb bare bhuiyon ke sar par dhare a kar 
maujud hua aur bola, hudbdr se ulusb kbiss 'inayat bua bai, is ko 
tanawul karo. Jis wakt mere samne khole, bu has se dimagh mu^aftar 
hua aur rub bhar gai. Jetna kba sakakhaliy£, baki un sabhon 
ko utba diya aur shukr-i-u^imat kah bhejayA Bare jab aftab 
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tamam din k& miisadr thaka ha& girta parta apne mahall men 
dakhil hua, aur mabtab diwan-^ane men apne musahibon ko sath 
le kar nikal baitba, us wakfc dai ai, aur mujh se kahue lagf ki cbalo^ 
P&dsbab-zddi ne yad farmayd hai. 

Main us ke ham-rah holiya; khal wat-i-khbass men le gai : 
raufihani ka yeh ^alm tha ki Sbab-i-kadr ko wahan kadr na thi ; aur 
padshahi farsh par masnad mngharrak biohhi^ murass’a ka takyalagd 
htia aur ns par ek f-hamiyana motiyon ki jhalar ka jarail istadon 
par kbara hua, aur samne masnad ke jawahir ke darakht phiil pat 
lage biie (goya ^ain main kudrati hain) sone ki kyariyofi men 
ja’ue bne, our donon taraf dast«i-rast aur dast-i-chap sbagird-peshe 
aur mujm dast-ba-ta bd-adab ankhen nichi kiye hue hadhir the. 
Aur tawaif aur gaineh sazoh ke sur banae muuta^ir. Yeh saman aur 
yeh taiyari karr-o-farr ki dekh kar ^akl tbikane na rahi. Dai se 
pilcbhd ki din ko woh zebait^h aur rat ko yeh araisb ki din ^Id aur 
rit Shab-i-bavat kaba chabij^e, balki dunyd men badsbah-i-Haft 
Iklim ko yeh ^aish muyassar na hoga ; hamesha yebi silrat rahti bai ? 
Dai kabive lagi, ki hamare Malika ka jetna karkbAna turn ne 
dekba^ yeh sab isi dastrfr se jari hai, is men bargiz khalal nabm 
balki afzuh hai. Turn baitho ; Malika dusre makan men tashiif 
rakhti hain, ja kar kbabar karuh. 

Dai yeh kah kar gai, aur unbih pam [)hir ai, ki cbalo hudhdr 
men. Ba-mujarrd is makan men jate hi bhaicbak rah gaya, na 
m'abim hua ki darwaza kabaii aur diwar kidhar hai ; is waste ki 
Qalabi aine kadd-i-adam charoh j^araf lage, aur un ke pardazoh 
men hire aur moti jare hue the. Ek ka 'aks ek men nazr ata, to 
yeh m’alum beta ki jawahir ki sara makan hai. Ek taraf parda 
para tha, us ke pichhe Malika baithi thin. Dai parde se lag kar 
baitbi aur mu jhe bhi baitbne ko kaba; tab dai M alika ke fannane se is 
taur bayan karne lagi. Ki sun ai jawan-i-dana I Sultan is iklim 
ka bara padshah tha ; un ke ghar men sat betiyah paida buih. Ek 
roz Bads-hab ne jasbn farmaya; ye Baton larkiyah solah sihgar 
barah abliran bal bal gaj moti piro kar Padsbah ke hndhur khari 
thin. Sultan ke kuchh ji men ayd, to betiyoh ki taraf tar 

farmaya, agar tumhara bap padsbah na hot& aur kisi gharib ke 
ghar turn paidd hotih, to tumheh padshfih<zadi aur malika kaun 
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kahta? Kh.iida ka sliukr karo ki shah-zadiyan kahlati ho. 
Tumhari yeh sari khubi mere dam se hai. 

Chha larkiyah ek zaban bo kar bolm ki Jabah-pan^h jo farmate 
haih baja hai^ aur ap hi ki salamati se bamaii bbalai bni. Lekin 
yell Malika-i-jabah sab bahnoh secbhoti thm par ^akl-o-t^hu’ur men 
is ^umr men bbi g^oya sab se barf tbm, cbupki khan rabih, is 
g^nft^u men bahnoh In sharik na hum, is waste ki yeh kalima kufr 
ka bai. Padshah ne nazar-i-gbadhab se un ki taraf dekha aurkwha, 
kyauh bibi ! turn kuebh na bolm is ka kya ba^is bai? Tab Malika 
ne donoh bath apne runial se bandh kar ^irdh ki ki agar jan ki 
arnan paiih aur laksir mu'af ho to 3 eh lauhdi apne dil ki bat 
gnzarish kare. Ilukm hua ki kah, kya kabti hai ? Tab Miilika 
ne kaha, Kibla-i- alam ! ap ne suna hai ki sachchi bat karwi Ligtf 
h ii ; so is wakt rnaih apni zindagi se hath dho kar ^ardh karti l)uh ; 
aur jo kucbh meri kismat men likhne wale ne likha hai, us ka 
mitaiie wala koi nahih, kisu tarah inihm talne ka. 

Khwah turn paofi ghiso, ya ki rakho sar ba-sujud, 

Bat pesbani ki jo kucbh hai so pesh ani bai. 

Jis Badshah ^alal-itlak ne ap ko })adBhah banaya, imhm ne 
mujhe bhi badshah-zadi kahwaya. Us ki kudrat ke karkbane 
men kisu ka ikhtiyar nabm cbalta. A'p ki zat hamaii waliy- 
i-n imat aur Kibla-o-K’aba bai ; hadhrat ke kadam-i-mubarak 
kf khak ko agar surma karuh to baja hai ; magar nasib har 
ek ke har ek ke sath haih. Padshah yeh sun kar taisli men 
ae aur yeh jawab dil par saldrt girah m^alum hua; bezar ho 
kar farmaya, chhota muhh barf bat ; ab is ki yelii saza hai ki gahna 
pata jo kucbh is ke hath gale meh hai utar lo, aur ek meyane men 
charha kar ais^e jangal meh ki jahah nam o nisliau adami-zad ka na 
ho, phehk ao ; dekbeh is ke nasfboh meh kya likba hai. 

Ba-miijib hukm Padshah ke us adlif rat meh ki (^ain ahdheii 
thf) Malika ko (jo chauhre bbauhre meh pali thf aur siwae apne 
mahall ke dusrf jagali na dekbi thfj bhue le ja kar ek maidan meh 
(ki wabah parinda par na marta tha, insan ka to kya zikr hai) 
cbbor kar chale ae. Malika ke dil par ^ajab halat guzarti thi ki 
ek dam meh kya tha aur kya ho gaya? Pher apne Kbuda ki janab 
meh shukr kartih aur kahtm, tu aisa hi be-niy&s hai, jo cbaha so 
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kiya^ aur jo chaliia hai so karta hai, aur jo chdhega so kareg&. 
Jab talak nathnon men dam hai fcujh se na-iimii oahm hoti. Isi 
andeshe men ankh lag gai. Jis wakt sal>h hone lagi^ Malika ki 
aiikh khul gai ; piikarih ki wudhd ko pAiii lana ; pher ek bargi rat 
ki bat club yad ai ki td kahaii aur yeh bat kalian ? Yeh kah kar 
uth kar tayammiim kya, aur dogAna shukr ka parha. Ai ^aziz ! 
Malika ki is hfilat ke sunnc se clihati phatti hai; us bhole ji se 
pdcliha chaliiye ki kya kahta hoga. 

Gharadh us mayane men baithi Imi Khuda se lau lagae 
ralun tbin, aur yeh kabit us dam parhti thm — 

Jab dant iia the tab,dudh diyo, jab dahfc diye kya ann na di 
he? 

Jo jal men thal meii panchhf ph'su ki sudh lefc, so teri bhf 
1£ he. 

Kalie ko soch kare man mdrakh ? Soch kare kuchh kara na 
oi he. 

Jan ko det, ajan ko det, jahan ko det, so to ko bhf di he. 

Sach hai jab kuehh ban nahfh ata, tab Khuda hi yad ata hai 
Nahih lo apnf tadbir men har ek Lukman Plakim aur Bu AI 
Sina hai. Ab Khuda ke karkhane ka tamasha suno. Isi tarah 
tin din rat saf guzar gae ki Malika ke muhh men ek khll . bhi ur 
kar na gai ; woh phiil sa badan sdkh kar kahta ho gaya ; aur woh 
rang jo kundan sa damakta tha, haldi sd ban gaya; muhh men 
phephri bandh gai; ahkheh pathra gaih ; magar ek dam atak raha 
tha ki woh ata jata tha. Jab talak sahs tab talak as hai : chauthe 
roz §ubh ko ek darwesh lAi^r ki si sdrat, ndrani chehra, raushau 
dil, a kar paida hua. Malika ko us halat men dekh kar bold, ai 
beti, agarche tera bap badshah hai lekin terikismat meh yeh blif 
bada tha. Ab is fakir bdrhe ko apna khddim samajh, aur apne 
paidd karne wale ka rat din dhyan rakh ; Khuda khiib karega. 
Aur fakir ke kachkol meh jo t^kre bhikh ke maujdd the, Malika 
ke rii-ba-rit rakhe aur pani ki talash meh phirne laga. Dekhe to 
ek kud to hai, par ^o\ rassi kahah jis se pani bhare ? Thore patte 
darakht se tor kar dauna banaya, aur apni self khol kar us meh 
bandh kar pani nikala, aur Malika ko kuchh khilaya pildyd. Bare 
(uk hosh dya : us mard*i-Khudd ne be«kas aur be-bas jan kar 
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bahut 81 tasalli di, khtitir jam^a ki, aur ap bhi rone lag 4 , Malika 
ne jab gbamm-khwaii aur dil-dari us ki be-hadd dekhi, tab un ke 
bhi mizaj ko istiklal hua. Us roz se us pir mavd ne yeh rnnkarrar 
kiya ki subh ko bhikh mangne ke liye thahr men nikal jata ; jo 
tukra parcha pala^ Malika ke pas le at& aur kliilata. 

Is taur se there roz guzre. Ek din Malika ne tel sar mefi 
dalneaur kanghi choti karne ka kasd kiya. Jonhin mubaf khola, 
ch title men se ek moti ka dana gol ab-dar nikal para. Malika ne 
us darwesh ko diya aur kaha, shahr men se is ko bech lao. Woh 
fakir us gaubar ko bech kar us ki kimat Padshah-zadi ke pas le 
dy^. Tab Malika ne hukm kiya ki ek makan muwafik guzran ke 
is jagah banwao. Fakir ne kaba, ai beti ! neo diwar ki khod kar 
thon 61 mitti jam^a karo, ek din main pani la kar gara kar kar 
ghar Id bunyad durust kar ddnga. Malika ne us ke kahne se 
mitti kbodni shur^d ki ; jab ek gaz “^amik garha khoda gaya, 
ZJimin ke niche se ek darwaza namdd hua ; Malika ne us dar ko 
saf kiya ; ek bara ghar jawahir aur asbiafiyon se m^amdr nazar 
aya. Malika ne panch chfir lap ashrafiyon ki le kerpherband 
kiya, aur mitti de kar dpar se hamwar kar diya. Etne men fakfr 
dya; Malika ne farmaya ki raj aur m^imar karigar aur apue kam 
ke ustad aur mazdur jald-dast bulao, jo is makan par ek ^imarat 
padshahana ki tdk-i-Kisra ka juft ho, aur kasrd-N^uman se sabkat 
le jae, aur shahr-paiiah aur kiPa aur bagh aur baoli aur ek rnusafir- 
khana ki la-sani ho, jald taiyar karen ; lekin pahle naksha un ka 
ek kaghaz par durust kar ke hudj^ur men laweh jo pasand kiya 
jawe. 

Fakir ne aise hi kar-kun, kar-karda, zi-hosh la kar hadhir kiye ; 
aur naukar chakar har ek kar-khanajat ki khatir muntakhab ho 
kar fahmida aur ba-diyanat mulazim hone lage ; muwafik farmane 
ke t^amir Mmarat ki hone lagi. Us ^imarat-i-'ali-shan ki taiyari 
ki khabar rafta rafta Padshah zill-i-subhdni ko (jo Kiblagah Malika 
ke the) pahuhehi. Sun kar baliut muta^ajjib hue, aur har ek se 
pdchha ki yeh kaun sliakhs hai jin ne yeh mahallat banaue shur^u 
kiye haih ? Us ki kaifiyat se koi wakif na tha jo ^ardh kare; 
sabhoh ne kanoh par hath rnkhe, ki koi ghulam nahirt jauta kiis ka 
bani kaun hai. Tab Badshah ne ek amir ko bheja aur paigham 
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dir^ ki main un makanon ke dekhne ko chahta htin, aiir yeh 
bill m^alum nahin ki turn kahanki padshah-zadi ho am* kis khandda 
se ho. Yeh sab kaifiyat daryaft kami apne tain mauzur hai. 

Jonhin Malika ne yeh khush-khabn suni, dil men bahut shad 
ho kar ^ardhi likhi, ki Jahan-panah salamat ! hudhdr ke tashnf 
lane ki khabar taraf ghanb-khane ki sun kar nihayat khushi hasil 
hui, aur sabab hurmat aur ^izzat is kamtarm ka hua. Zahe 
ns makaii ke ki jabah kadam-i-mubarak ka nishaii pare, aur wahaii 
ke rahne waloh par daman-i-daulat saya kare, aur nazar-i-tawajjuh 
se we donoh sarfaraz howeh. Yeh lauhdi umidwar hai ki kal roz 
Panjsharaba roz-i-mubarak hai, aur mere nazdik behtar roz-i-Nau- 
Roz se hai. Ap ki zat ki mushabih aftab ke hai, tashrif farma 
kar apne nur se is zarra-i-be-mikdar ko kadr o manzilat bakhshiye. 
fiur jo kuchh is ^ajiza se muyassar ho sake nosh jah farmaiye ; 
yeh glwuib-navvazi aur musafir-parwari hai ; ziyada hadd-i-adab. 
Aur us ’umda ko bhi kuehh tawad^’u kar kar rukhsat kiya. 

Padshah ne ^ardhi parhi aur kahla bheja ki ham ne tumhari 
d^awat kubdl ki, albatba awchge. Malika ne naukaroh aur sab 
karbariyoh ko hiikm kiya ki lawazima dhiyafat ka aise salike se 
taiyar ho ki Padshah dekh kar aur kha kar bahut mahzuz hoh ; 
aur adnfi ^ala jo Badsbah ki rikab men aweh, sab kha pi kar khush 
ho kar javveh. Malika ke farniane aur tdkid karne se sab kism ke 
khdne salone aur mithe is djiayike ke taiyar hue ki agar Bahman 
ki beti khati to kaliina parhti. Jab sham hui Badshah munde 
takht par sawar ho kar Malika ke makan ki taraf tashrif lae. 
Malika apm khan, khawass, saheliyoh ko le kar istikbal ke waste 
chalm. Joh hi Padshah ke takht par nazar pan, is adab se mujra 
shdhana kiya ki yeh ka^ida dekh kar Padshdh ko aur bln hairat ne 
liya; aur usi andaz se jalwa kar kar Padshaii ko takht-i-raurass'a 
par la bithaya. Malika ne sawa lakh rupai ka cbabiitra taiyar 
karwd rakha tha, aur ek sau ek kisbti jawahir aur ashrafi aur 
pnsbmma aur ndr-bafi aur reshmi aur tila-bafi aur zar-dozi ki 
lagd rakhi thi, aur do zanjir fil aur das las asp-i-^Iraki aur Yamam 
murass’a ke saz se taiyar kar rakhe the ; nazar guzrane aur ap 
donoh hath bandhe ru-ba-ru khan rahm* Padshah ne bahut mihr- 
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hdni se farmaya ki turn kis mulk ki shali-zadi iio, aur yahan 
kis surat se ana hua ? 

Malika ne ddab baja la kar iltimas kiyd ki yeh laundi wohi 
gunah-gar hai jo gbadbab-i-sultani ke ba^i§ is jani^al men pahimehi, 
aur yeh sab tamashe Khudd ke hain jo ap dekhte Lain. Yeh 
suute hi Padshah ke lahd ne josh mara ; uth kar mahabbat se gale 
laga liya aur hath pakar ke apne ta^t ke pas kursi bichhwa kar 
hukm baithne ka kiya. Lekin Padshah hairan aur muta^a jjib baithe 
the, farmaya ki Pahshah Begam ko kaho ki padshdh-zadiyoh ko 
apne sath le kar jald aweh. Jab we am, ma bahanoh ne pahehana, 
aur gale mil kar rom aur shukr kiya. Malika ne apni walida aur 
chareh hamshiroh ke rrf-ba-ru etna kuchh nakd aur jawahir rakba 
ki khazana tamam ^alam ka us ke pasang men na charhe. Pher * 
Badshah ne sab ko sath bitlia kar khasa nosh jah farm%a. 

Jab talak Jahah-panah jite rahe, isi tarah guzri. Kabhu kabhu 
ap ate, aur Malika ko bhi apne sath mahaloh men le jate. Jab 
Badsbah ne rihlat farmai, saltnnat is iklim ki Malika ko pahuhchi. 

Ki in ke siwa dusia koi laik is karn ke na tba, Ai ^aziz ! sar-guzasht 
yeh hai jo tu ue suni ; pas daulal-i-Khuda dad ko hargiz zawal 
nahih hota; magar adatni ki niyat durust rahe ; balki jetni kharcli 
karo us men otni hi barakat hoti hai. Khuda ki kudrat men ta^ajjub 
karna ksii mazhab men rawa nahih. Dai ne yeh bat kah kar kaha 
ki ab agar kasd wabaii ke jane kaaur us khabar ke lane ka dil men 
mukarrar rakhte ho, to jald rawana ho. Main ne kaha isi wakt 
main jata huh, aur Khuda chabe to jald phir ata huh. Akhir rukhsab 
ho kar aur fadhl-i-Ilahi par nazar rakh kar us simt ko chala. 

Baras din ke ^arse meh haraj maraj khihchta hua shahr-i- 
Nim-Roz meh ja pahuhcha. Jetne wahah ke adami hazari aur 
bazEiri nazar pare, seyah-posh the ; jaisa ahwal sun a tha apne 
ahkhoh se dekhd. Kai dinoh ke b'ad chand rdt hui. Pahli iankh 
save log us shahr ke clihote bare, larke bale, umard padshah, ^aurat 
mard, ek, maidan meh jam^a hue, Maih bhi apni halat meh 
hairah sar-gardah us kasrat ke sath apne mdl mulk se juda fakir 
ki surat band hud kbara dekhtatba ki dekhiye parda-i-ghaib se kya 
zahir liotd hai. Etne meh ek jawan gao-sawar muhh meh kaf bhare 
josh kharosh karta hua jangal meh se bahar nikla. Woh jawah- 
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inard kadim ka’ide par jo jo kam karta tha kar kar phir gaya, Aur 
khilkat shahrki taraE mutawajjili hui. Jab mujhe hosh dya tab 
main pachtaya ki yeh kya tujh se harak at Imi. Ab roabme bhar 
pher rah dekhni pari. Laehar sab ke sath clala aya, aur us mahiiie 
ko mah-i-Ramadhan ki maaiud ek ek din giu kar kafa. Bare 
dusri cband r&t ai, mujhe goya ^I'd hui ; ghurre ko pher Padshah 
khilkat samet wahhih ja karekatthe hue ; tab main ne dil men mu- 
sammam irada kiya ki ab ki bar jo ho so ho, apue tain sahbhal kar 
is majara-i-'ajib ko m^alum kiyd ehahiye. 

Nagah jawan badastur zard bail par zin bahdhe sawdr ho|a 
pahimoha aur utar kar do-zanu baitha. Ek hath men nangi saif 
aur ek hath men bail ki nath pakn, aur martaban ghulam ko diya. 
Ghulam har ek ko dekha kar le gaya ; adami dekh kar rone lage; us 
jawan ne martaban [)hora ; aur ghulam ko ek talvvar aisi mari ki sar 
juda ho gaya; aur ap sawar ho kar mura. Main us ke pichhe jald 
kadam utha kar chalne laga ; sbahr ke adamiyoh ne mera hath 
pakra aur kaha yeh kyd karta hai, kyaim jan bujh kar marta hai ? 
Agar aisa hi tera dam nak men aya hai, to bahuteri tarheh mar 
rahne ki haih, mar rahiyo, Harchand main ne minaat ki, aur 
zor bbi kiya ki kisu surat se un ke hath se chhutuh, chhutkara na 
hud. Do char adami lipat gae aur pakre hue basti ki taraf le ae. 
^Ajab tarah ka kalak bhar mahine pher guzra. 

Jab woh bhi mahina tamam huaaur salakh kd din aya, subh ko 
usi $urat se sare ^alam ka wahah izhdiham hua. Main alag sab 
se namaz ke wakt nth kar aga hi jangal men (jo ^ain us jawan ki 
rah par tha) ghus kar chimp raha ki yahdh to koi mera muzahim 
iia hoga. Woh shakhs usi ka’ide se aya, aur wohi harakateh kar 
kar sawar hua aur chala. Main ne us ka pichha kiya aur daurta 
dhupta sath ho liyd. Us ^aziz ne ahat se m'alum kiya ki koi chala 
did hai, Ek bdrgi bag mor kar ek n^ara mara aur ghurka. Talwar 
khmch kar mere sar par a pahuhcha, chahta tha ki hamla kare* 
Main ne nihayat adab se nihur kar salam kiya, aur donoh hath bahdh 
kar khara rah gaya. Woh kaida-dah mutakallim hua ki ai fakir I 
tu na-hakk maid gaya hota par bach gaya. Teri hay at kuchh baki 
hai. Ja, kahah ata hai? Aur jarau khanjar motiyoh ka aweza 
laga hua kamar se nikal kar mere age phehka aur kaha, ia. wakt 
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mere pas kucbh nnkd maujud nalim jo tujhe dun ; is ko badshah 
pfis le ji, jo tu mangega milega. Aisi baibat aur ais& r^ub us ka 
mujh par gbalib hua ki na bolne ki kudrat na cbalne ki takat. 
Munh men gbiggi bandb gai, paon bbdri bo gae. 

Etna kah kar woh gbazi-mard nWa bbarta hua chala. Main no 
dil men kaba harcbi bada bdd^ ab rah jdna tere hakk men bura bai, 
pher aisa wakt na milega. Apni jan se hath dbo kar main bhi 
rawana hua ; pher woh phira, aur bare ghusse se dahta, aur mukarrar 
irada mere katl ka kiya. Main ne sar jhuka diya aur saugand di ; 
ki ai Rustam wakt ke ! aisi hi ek sai£ mar ki saf do tukre ho jauh. 
Ek tasma baki na rahe, aur is hairaiu aur tabahi se chhut jauh. 
Main ne khuu apna mu’a£ kiya. Woh bola, ki ai Shaitan ki |urat ! 
kyauh apna khun-i-na-hakk meri gardan par charhata hai, aur 
mujhe gunahgar banata hai ? Ja apni rah le ; kya jan bbari pan 
hai ? Main ne us ka kaba na mana, aur kadam age dhara ; pher us 
ne dida o danista ana kam di, aur main piehhe lag liya. Jate jate 
woh jhar jangal tai kiya. Ek char*diwaii nazar ai. Woh jawan 
darwaze par gaya aur ek mara-i-muhib mara. Woh dar ap se ap 
khul gaya. Woh andar paitha, main bahar ka bahar khara rah 
gaya. Ilahi ab kya karuh 1 hairan tha ; bare ek dam ke b^ad ghulam 
aya aur paigbam Idya ki chal, tujhe ru-ba-ru bulaya hai. Shayad 
tere sar par ajal ka firishta aya hai. Kya tujhe kam-bakhti lagi thi ! 
Main ne kaha zahenasib ! aur bedharak us ke sath andar b%h ke gaya. 

Akhir ek makan men le gaya jahah woh baitha tha. Main ne 
use dekh kar farrashi salam kiya. Us ne isharat baithne ki Id. 
Main adab se do-zanu baitha ; kya dekhta huh, ki woh mard akela 
ek masnad par baitha hai, aur hatliyar zargari ke age dhare bain, 
aur ek jhar zamurrad ka taiyar kar chuka hai. Jab us ke uthne 
ka wakt aya, jetne ghulam us shah-uaslim ko gird pesh hadhir the 
hujroh men chhup gae. Maiu bhi mare was was ke ek kothri 
men ja ghusa. W'oh jawan uth kar sab makanoh ki kuudiyah 
charba kar bagh ke kone ki taraf chala, aur apni sawati ke bail ko 
marne laga. Us ke chillane ki avvaz mere kan men ai, kalejfi 
kahpne laga ; lekin is m^jare ki daryaft karne ki khatir yeh sab 
£fateh sahih thm. Darte darte darwaza khol kar ek darakht ke 
tane ki ar men ja kar khara hua aur dekhne laga. Jawan ne woh 
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sonta jis se martd tba, hath sd dal diyd^ aur ek maban ka kufl 
kanji se khola, aur andar gaya. Pher wonhm bahar nikal kar nar 
gao ki pith par hath phera, aur munh chuma, aur dana gbas khi- 
la kar idhar ko chala. Main dekhte hi jald daur kar pher kothri 
men ja chhupa. 

Us javvan ne zanjiren sab darwazon ki khol dm ; sare ghulam 
bahar nikle. Zer-andaz aur 8eldi)chi aftaba le kar ha^ir hue. 
Woh wudbu kar kar namaz ki khatir khara hua : jab namaz ada kar 
chuka pukara ki woh darwesh kahah hai ? Apna narn sunte hi 
niaih daur kar ru-ba-ru ja khara hua. Farm&ya baith; main 
taslim kar kiir baitba. Khasa aya; us ne tanawul farmaya, mujhe 
bin ^inayat kiya main ne bhi khaya. Jab dastarkhwan barhaya 
aur hdth dhoe ghulamoh ko rukhsat di, ki ja kar so ralio. Jab koi 
us makan men iia raba^ tab mujh se ham^kalain hua aur puchha^ ki 
ai ’aziz ! tujh par kya aisi afat ai hai jo lu apni maut ko dhundhta 
pbirta hai ? Main ne apna ahwal aghaz se an jam tak jo kuchh 
guzra tha tafsil-war bayan kiya, aur kah6, ap ki tawajjub se umid 
hai ki apni murad ko pahuhchuh. Us ne yeh sunte hi ek thanclhf 
sans bhari aur be-hosh hua, aur kahne b»ga, bar-i-Khiidaya ! ^ishk 
ke dard se tere siwa kuuu wukif hai? Jis ki na phati ho biwai 
kya jane pir parai ? Is dard ki kadr jo dardrnand ho so jane. 

Afatoh ko ^ishk ki ’ashik se puchba chahiye. 

Kya khabar fasik ko hai ? Sadik se pucbha chaiiiye. 

B^ad ek*lamhe ke hosh men a kar ek ah jigar-soz bhari, sara 
makan gufij giya j tab mujhe yakm hua ki yeh bbi usi ^ishk ki bala 
men giriftarhai, aur isi maradh ka biraar hai. Tcib to main !ie dil 
chaia kar kaha, ki main ne apna ahwal sab >ardh kiya ; ap tawajjiih 
farmakar apm sar-gazashtsebandekomuttal'i farmaiye,toba-makdur 
apne pahle tumhare w^ste s^ai karuh, aur dil ka matlab koshish kar 
kar hath mehlauh. Alkissa woh ^ashik-i-sadik mujh ko apna ham- 
raz 0 him-dard jin kur, apna majara is surat se bayan karne laga, 
ki sun ai ^aziz ! Main badshah-zada jigar-soz is iklim-i-Nim-Roz 
ka huh. Bddshah y^ani I^ibla-g&h ne mere paida hone ke b^ad 
nujumi aur rammal aur Pandit jam*a kiye aur farmaya ki ahwal 
Sbah-zade ke tarioh ka dekho aur jdhcho,aur janam-pattridurust karo^ 
aur jo jo kuchh hona hai hakikat pal pal ghari ghan aur pahar 
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pahar aur din din mahine mabine aur baras baras ki mufas^ial 
hudiur men lardh karo. Bamujib hakm Bidshah ke sab ne muttafik 
ho apne apne ^ilm ke ru se thahraya aur sadli kar iltimas kiya, ki 
I^uda ke fadhl se aisi nek sa^at aur subh lagan men Shah-zade ka 
tawallud aur janam hua hai, ki cbahiye Sikandar ki si badshahat 
kare, aur Naushirawah sa 4dil ho, aur jetne ^ilm o hunar haih, un 
men kamjl ho, aur jis kam ki taraf dil us ka mail ho, woh bakhubi 
h^sil ho. Sakhawat o shujaiat men aisa nam paida kare ki ^atim 
aur Rustam ko log bhul jaweh : lekin chaudah baras tak suraj aur 
chand ke dekhne se ek bara khatra nazar ata hai ; balki yeh was* 
was hai ke juuuni aur saudai ho kar bahut adamiyoh ka khun kare, 
aur basti se ghabrawe, jangal men nikal jawe, aur charind pariud 
ke sdth dil bahlawe. Is ka takaiyud rahe ki rat din aftab mahtab 
ko na dekhe, balki asman ki taraf bhi nigah na karue pa we. Jo 
etni muddat khair o 4fiyat se kate, to pher sari 'umr sukh aur 
chain se sal^anat kare. 

Yeh sun kar Padshah ne isi liye is bagh ki bin^ dali, aur makan 
muta^addid bar ek nakshe ke banwae. Mere tarn tah-khane men 
palne ka hukm kiya ; aur upar ek burj namde ka taiyar karwaya, 
tau dhup aur chandni us men se na chhane. Main dai dudh-pilai 
aur anga chhochho aur kai khawasoh ke sath usi muhafazat se us 
makan-i-^ali-shan men parwarish pane laga : aur ek ustad dana kar- 
azmuda waste meri tarbiyat ke muta^aiyan kiya, tau t^alim har ^ilm 
aur hunar ki aur mashk haft kalam likhne ki kare : aur Jahah- 
panah hamesha mere khabar-girdh rahte, dam ba>dam ki kaifiyat 
roz marra hudhur men lardh hoti. Main us makan hi ko ^dlam*i« 
dunya jan kar kliilaunoh aur rang ba-rang phuloh se khela karta ; 
aur tamam jahau ki n^imateh khane ke waste maujud rahtm, 30 
ehahta so khata. Das baras ki ^umr tak jetni §uniateh aur Mbili- 
yateh thin tahsil kih. 

Ek roz us gumbad ke niche raushan-dan se phul achambhe ka 
nazar para, ki dekhte dekhte bara hota jata tha. Main ne chalid 
ki hath se pakar luh ; joh joh main hath lamba karta tha woh 
uhcha hota jata tha. Main hairan ho kar use tak raha tha. Woh- 
hih ek awaz kahkahe ki mere kan men ai, main ne us ke dekhiie 
ko gaidan uthai. Dekha to namda chir kar ek mukhra chand 
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k& sa nikal rah^ hai, dekhte hi us ke mere 'akl o hosh baj& na rahe, 
pher apne tarn sanbhal kar dekha to ek murass^a ka takht pari-zadon 
ke kandhe par mu^allak khara hai ; aur ek takht-nashm t£j jawafair 
ka sar par^aurkhil^at jhalabor badan men pebneihath men ydkutka 
peydla liye aur sharab piye hue baithi hai. Woh takht balandi se 
dhista ahista niche utar kar us biirj men dyfi. Tab pari ne mujhe 
bulaya, aur apne nazdik baithayfi, bdten pyar ki karne lagi, aur 
munh se munh laga kar ek jam sharab gul-i-gulab ka mere tarn 
pilaya aur kaha^ adami-zad be-wafa hota hai^ lekin hamara dil 
tujhe chahta hai. Ek dam men aisi andaz o naz ki baten kin ki 
dil majbur ho gaya, aur aisi khusbi hasil hm ki zindagaui ka maza 
paya, aur yeh samjha ki aj iu dunya men aya. 

Pasil yeh liai ki main to kya hun ? Kisu ne yeh ^alam na dekhd 
hoga, na suna hoga. Us maze men kba^ir jam^a se ham donoii bai- 
the the, ki kuryal men ghulela laga. Ab is hadisa-i-nagahaui ka 
mdjara sun^ ki wonhm char paii zad ne asman par se utar kar kuchh 
U8 m^ashuka ke kan men kaha. Sunte hi us ka cbehra taghaiyur 
ho gaya, aur mujh se boll, ki ai pyare ! dil to yeh chahta tha ki koi 
dam tere sath baith kar dil bahlauh, aur isi ts^rah hamesba auh ya 
tujhe apne sath le jauh. Par yeh asman do shakhg ko ek jagah 
firam> aur khushi se rahne nahm deta. Le janah ! tera Khuda 
nigahban hai, Yeh sun kar mere bawass jaterahe, aurtuti hath ki 
ur gai. Main ne kaba ki aji ab pher kab mulakat hogi ? Yeh kya 
turn ne ghadhab ki bat sunai ? Agar jald aogi to mujhe jita paogi, 
nahih to pachtaogi : ya apna thikana aur nam o nishan batao ki 
main hi us pate par dhuhclhte dhuhdhte apne tain tnmhare pas pa* 
hunchauh. Yeh sun kar boll, dur par Shaitan ke kan bahre ; turn- 
h&vi sad 0 hist sal ki ^umr howe; agar zindagi hai to pher mulakat 
ho rahegi. Main jinoh ke badsbah ki beti huh. Yeh kah kar takht 
ufhay^^ aur jis tarah utra tha wohhih balaud hone laga. 

Jab tak samne th&> meii aur us ki char ahkheh ho rahi thm. 
Jah nazroh seghfiib hufi yeh hdlat hogai jaise pari ka say a hota hai; 
'ajab tarah ki uddsi dil parchhagai, 'aklo hosh rukhsat hua, dunyd 
&hkhoh ke tale andberi ho gai. !^airan pareshau zar zar rona, aur 
sar par khak urana, kapre pb^na, na khane ki sudh, na bhale bare 
ki budh* 
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Is/islik ki badaulat kya kya kharabiy^n baiiii 
Dil men udasiyah bain aur idhtirabiyan bain. 

Is kharabi se dai aur mu^allim khabar-dar hue; darte darte Bad- 
shah ke ru-ba-ru g‘ae, aur ^ardh ki, ki Padshah -zada-i-^alamiy ah ka 
yeh hal hai ; m^aliim nahih khud«ba-khud yeh kya ghadhnb tuta jo 
un ka aram aur khan pioa sab chhuta Tab Badslia h ( Wazir, 
umara-i-§ahib-i-tadbir, aur hakfm-i-hazik, mnnajjim-i-sadik, mulla 
syane^ khoje, darweshj salik^ aur majzub) apiie sath lelsar us bagh 
men raunak-afza hue. 

Meri be-karari aur nala o zari dekh kar un ki bbi halat idhtirab 
ki ho gai. Ab-diJa ho kar be-ikhtiyar gale se laga liya, aur us ki 
tadiar ki khatir hukm kiya. Hakimoh ue kuwat-i-dil aur khalal- 
i-dimagh ke waste nuskhe likhe, aur mullaoh ne naksh o t^awiz pilane 
aur pas rakhne ko diye, du^aeh parh park kar phukne la'ge, aur nu- 
3 umi bole ki sitaroh ki gardish ke sabab se yeh surat pesh ai hai, us ka 
sadaka dijiye. Gharadh bar koi apne apne Plm ki bateh kabta tba 
par mujh par jo guzarta iha inera dil hi sahta tba ; kisu ki s^aiaur 
tadbir meri takdir-i-bad ke kam na ai, din badin diwanagi ka zor hua, 
aur mera badan be-ab-o-daua kam-zor ho chala. Bat din chillana aur 
sar patakna hi baki raha. Us h^lat men tin sal guzre ; cbauthe haras 
ek saudagar sair o safar karta hua ^ya aur har ek inulk ke tuhfe tahaif 
^ajib o gharib Jahah-panah kehudhur men laya^ mulazamat hasil ki« 

Padshah ne bahut tawajjuh farmdi aur ahwal-pursf us ki kar ke 
puchha, ki turn ne babut mulk dekhe, kahih koi hakim i-kamil bbi 
nazar para ya kisu se mazkur us ka suna? Us ne iltimas kiyd, ki 
Kibla-i-4lam ! ghulam ne bahut sairki ; lekin Hindustan men darya 
ke bichek pahari hai^ wahah ek gusaih Jatadhari ne bara mandbap 
Mahddeo ka aur sangat aur bagh ban babdr ka banaya liai^ us men 
rahta hai. Aur us ka yeh ka’ida bai^ ki barasweh din Sbiurat ke roz 
apne astban se nikal kar darj^a mehpairta bai^ aur kbusbi karta hai. 
Ashndn ke b^ad jab apne asan par jane lagta hai^ tab bimar aur 
dardmand des des aur mulk mulk ke jo dur dur se ate bain dar- 
waze par jam^a bote bain. Un ki ban bbir hoti hai, 

Woh mabant (jise is zamane ka Aflat un kabd chahiye) karura 
aur nabdh dekhta hua aur bar ek ko nuskha likb kar deta hua chali 
jata bai : ne aisa dast-i*shifd us ko diya hai ki dawa pite hi 



68 


Bdgh^o-hcbhdr. 


agar bota hai^ aur woh mara^ bilkull jata rahta hai. Yeb majard 
main ne ba-cbashiu-i-^ud dekh&, aur Khudd ki kudrat ko yad kiy£ 
ki aise aise baude paida kiye bain. Agar hukm ho to Shah-zada-i- 
’dlamiyan ko us ke pas le jawen^ us ko ek nazar dekbawen ; umid- 
i-kawi bai ki jald sbifa-i-kamil bo. Anr zabir men bbi yeh tadbir 
acbcbbi bai ki bar ek mulk ki hawa kbane se aur ja-ba-ja ke 
ab o daue se mizaj men farhat ati bai. Badshab ko us ki saidh 
pasatid &{, aur ^usb bo kar farmaya^ babut bebtar^ sbayad 
us ka hath ras £we^ aur mere farzand ke dil se wahshat jawe. Ek 
amir m^utabar, jaban-dida, kar-azmuda ko aur us tajir ko meri ri- 
kab men t^aindt kiya, aur asbab-i-dharuri sdtb kar diya. Neware 
bajre, mor-panklu, palwar, lacbke, kbelne, ulak, pateliyon par m^ae 
sar-anjam sawar kar kar rukhsat kiya. Manzil manzil chalte cbalte 
us tbikane par ja pabuncbe. Nai bawa aur naya dana pani kbane 
pine se kucbb mizaj thabra, lekin kbamosbi ka wobi ^alam tba aur 
rone se kam. Dam ba-dam yad us pari ki dil se bbulti na tbi ; 
agar kabbu bolta to yeb bait parhta : — 

Na janun kis pari-ru ki nazar bai ; 

Abbi to tba bhala cbanga mera dil. 

Bare jab do tin mahine guzre us pahar par karib cbar bazar 
maridh ke jam^a hue, lekin sab yebi kabte the ki ab Kbuda ebabe 
to gosain apne ma^b se niklenge aur sab ko un ke farmaiie se sbifa- 
i-kulli hogi. Alkissa jis din wob din aya subh ko jogi manind 
dItab ke nikal aya, aur darya men nebaya anr paira, par ja kar pbir 
dyd aur bbabbut bbasam tamam badan men lagaya, woh gora badan 
manind angare ke rakb men cbhupaya, aur matbe par malagir ka 
tika diya, langot bandh kar angocbba kandhe par dald, mochhon 
par tao de kar charhauwan juta eraya. Us ke chebre se yeb 
m^alum bota tbd ki sari duuyd us ke nazdik kucbb kadr nabin 
rakhti. Ek kalam dan jarau bagbal men le kar ek ek ki taraE dekh- 
td aur nuskha detd hud mere nazdik a pabuncbd. Jab meri aur us 
ki cbar uazren buin kbara rab kar ghaur men gaya, aur mujh se 
kabne lagd ki hamare satb do. Main ham-rab bo liya. 

Jab sab ki naubat bo obuki mere tdin bagb ke andar le gayd aur 
ek mukatt’a khusb-nakslie khalwat-Miane men mujbe farmdyd ki 
yaban turn raba karo, aur ap.asthdn men gay a. Jab ek cbilla 
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guzra to mere pas £ya aur age ki nisbat mu jhe khush paya ; tab 
muskura kar farmayd ki is baghcbe men sair kiya karo^ jis mewe par 
31 chale kbaya karo. Aur ek kulfi cbini ki m'ajun se bhari hui di, 
ki is men secbha mashehamesba bila-nagha nabar nosh-janfarmaya 
karo. Yeb kah kar woh to chala gay a, aur main ne us ke kahne 
par ^amal kiya. Har roz kuwat badan men aur farhat dil ko 
m^aMm hone lagi, lekin hadhrat-i-^ishk ko kuchh asar na kiya, us 
pari ki surat nazroh ke age phirti thi. 

Ek roz tak men ek jild kitab ki nazar ai ; utar kar dekha to sare 
^ilm dm o dunya ke us men jam’a kiye the, goya darya ko kuze 
men bhar diya tha. Har ghan us ka mutaWa kiyd karta, 
bikmat aur taskhir men nihayat kuwat baham pahuhchai. Is 'arse 
men baras din guzar gaya ; pher wohi khushi ka din aya, jogi apne 
asan par se uth kar babar nikla. Main ne salam kiya ; ua ne 
kalam-dan mu jhe de kar kaha sath chalo^ main bhi sath ho liya. 
Jab darwaze se bahar nikla ek ’alam du’& dene laga ; woh amir aur 
saudagar mujhe sath dekh kar gosam ke kadamon par gire aur 
ada-i-shukr karne lage, ki dp ki tawajjuh se bare etnd to hua. Woh 
apni 'adat par darya ke ghat tak gaya, aur ashnan pujajis tarah har 
sal karta thdki^ pbirti bar bimaroh ko dekhta bhalta chala atd tha. 

Ittifakan saudaiyon ke ghol men ek jawan khub-surat shakil ki 
db'uf se khare hone ki takat us men na thi nazar para. Mujh ko 
kaha ki us ko sath le ao. Sab ki daru darman kar ke jab khalwat- 
khane men gaya, thori si khopn us jawan ki tarash kar, chaha ki 
kankhajura jo maghz par baitha thd zambur se utha lewe. Mere 
khayal men guzra, aur bol utha, ki agar dast-panah ag men garm 
kar kar us ki pith par rakhiye to ^ub hai, ap se ap nikal awega, 
aur jo yoh khmchiyega to maghz ke gude ko na cbhoraga, pher 
khauf zindagi ko hai. Yeh sun kar meri t^raf dekha, aur chupka 
uth bagh ke kone men ek darakht kaule men pakar jata ki lat ki 
gale men phahsi laga kar rah gaya. Main pas ja kar jo dekha to 
wah wah yeh to mar gaya ! Yeh achambha dekh kar nihayat afsos 
hua ; lachar ji men aya use gar duh. J oh darakht se juda karne 
laga do kunjiyah us ki latoh men se gir panh. Main ne un ko 
uthd liya aur us ganj-i-khubi ko zamin men dafn kiya. We donoh 
kunjiyah le kar sab kufioh meh lagdne laga. Ittifdkau do hujroh 
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ke tale iin taliyon se khule ; dekha to zatnio se cHhat tak jaw6hir 
bhara hua hai, aur ek peti makhmal se marhi sone ke pattar lagi 
kufl di hill ek taraf dhan hai. Us ko jo khola to ek kit4b dekhi ki 
ns men Ism-i-^Azam aur hadhirat jinn o pari ki aur ruhofi ki mula- 
kdt aur taskhir-i-aftab ki tarkib likhi hai. 

Aisi daulat ke hdth lagne se nihayat khuslii hasil hui, aar un 
par ^amal karna shur^u kiyd. Darwdza bdgh ka khol diyd ; apne us 
amir ko aur sath walon ko kaha ki kishtiyan mahgwa kar yeh 
sab jawahir o nakd o jins aur kitabch bar kar lo, aur ek neware 
par ap sawar ho kar wahah se bahr ko rawana kiyd. Ate ate 
jab iiazdik apne mulk ke pahnhcha, jahah-panah ko khabar 
hui. Sawar ho kar istikbal kiyd aur ishtiyak se be-birar ho kar 
kaleje se laga liya. Main ne kadam-bosi kar kar kaha ki is khak- 
sar ko kadim bagh men rahne ka hukm ho. Bole^ki ai barkhurdar ! 
woh mnkan mere nazdik manhus thahra, libaza us ki marammat 
aiir taiyari maukuf ki, ab woh makan laik insan ke rahne ke nahin 
raha, aur jis mahall men ji chdhe utro. Behtar yoh hai ki kil^e 
men koi jagah pasand kar ke meri ahkhoh ke ru-ba-ru raho, aur 
pain-i-bagh jaisa chalio taiyar karwa kar sair o tamasha dekha karo. 
Main ne bahut dhidd aur hat kar kar us bagh ko nae sar se t^amir 
kavwaya, aur Bahisht ki manind arasta kar kar dakhil hua ; pher 
fardghat se jinoh ki taskbbir ki khatir cbille baitha, aur tark-i-hai- 
wanat kar kar hadhirat karne laga. 

Jab chalis din pure hue, tab adhi rat ko ek aisi ahdhi ai ki ban 
ban ^imarateh gir panh, aur darakht jar per se ukhar kar kahih se 
kahih ja pare, aur pari-zadoh ka lashkar namud hua. Ek takht 
hawa se utra, us par ek shakhs shdn-dar motiyoh ka tdj aur khirat 
pehne hue baithd tha. Main ne dekhte hi bahut muaddab ho kar 
salam kiya. Us ne mera salam liya aur kaha, ki ai ^aziz ! yeh kya 
tu ne nd-hakk dund machayd? Ham se tujhe kya mudda*a hai? 
Main ne iltimas kiya, ki yeh ’ajiz bahut muddat se tumhari betipar 
4shik hai, aur usi liye kahah se kahah kharab o khasta hua, aur jite 
ji mua. Ab zindagi se batang ay a huh, aur apm jan par khela huh 
jo yeh kdm kiya hai. Ab ap ki zat se umidwar huh ki mujh l^iran 
sar-gardan ko apm tawajjuh se sarfaraz karo, aur us ke didar se 
zindagi aur dram bakhsho to bard sawab hogd. 
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Yeh men arzu sun kar bola^ ki adami khaki aur bam atisbi^ in 
donoh men muwafakat ani musbkil hai. Main ne kasam khai ki 
main un ke dekhne ka musbtak hun^ aur kucbh matlab nabin. Fher 
us takht-nashin ne jawab diya, insan apne kaul o karar par nahin 
rahta, gharadb ke wakt sab kuchb kalita hai lekia yad nahm raklita. 
Yeh bat main tere bhale ke liyekab sunata bun, ki agar tune kabhu 
kasd kuchb aur kiya, to woh bhi aur tu bhi donon kharab khasta 
hoge, balki khauf jan ka hai. Main ne pher do-bara saugand yad kf, 
ki jis men ta^afain ki burai howe waisa kam hargiz na karunga, 
magar ek nazar dekbta rabufiga. Ye b6ten hotiyan thin, ki anchit 
woh pari (ki jis ka mazkur tha), nihayat thasse se banao kiye hue a 
pahuhcbi, aur badshah ka takht wahah^se cbala gaya. Tab main ne be- 
ikhtiyar us pari ko jan ki tarah baghal men liya, aur yeh sh^ir parba — 
Kamah-abru mere ghar kyauh na awe, 

Ki jis ke waste khihcbe bain cbille. 

Usi khushi ke ^alam men baham us bagh men rahiie lage ; mare 
dar ke kucbh aur khayal na karta, balki fakat dekha kartd : woh 
pari mere kaul o karar ke nibahne par dil men hairan rahti, aur 
b^adhe wakt kahti, ki pyare ! turn bin apni bat ke bare sachche ho, 
lekin ek nasihat main dosti ki rah se karti huh, apni kitab se kha- 
bar-dar rahiyo, ki Jinn kisi na kisi din tumheh ghafilpa kar chord le 
jaehge. Main ne kaba ise main apni jdn ke barabar rakbta huh. 

Ittifakan ek roz rat ko Shaitan ne varghulana; be karari ki 
halat meh yeh dil meh aya ki jo kucbh ho so ho kahah tak apne 
taih tbahbuh ? Use chbati se laga liyd. Wohbm ek awaz di, yeh 
kitab mujh kode, is meh Ism-i-'Azam hai, be-adabi na kar. Us 
be-khudi ke ^alam meh kuchh bosh na rabd ; kitab baghal se nikfil 
kar bighair jane pahchane hawale kar di, Wohnaznfh yeh meri 
nadaiu ki harakat dekh kar boH, ki hai zalim ! akhir chuka aur 
nasihat bhula. Yah kah kar be-hosh bo gai, aur maih ne us ke 
sirhane ek deo ko dekha ki kitab liye khara hai. Chaha ki pakar kar 
khub maruh aur kitab chbin luh, etne meh ns ke bath se kitab 
dusra le bhaga. Maih ne jo afsuh yad kiye the parhne sbur^u 
kiye : woh jinn jo khara tha bail ban gaya, lekin afsos ki pari zara 
bhi hosh meh na ai, aur wohi halat be-khudi ki rahi. Tab mera 
dil ghabrayd, sdra, ^aish talkh ho gaya. toz se adamiyoh se 
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nafrat hm, is bagh ko goshe men par& rahta hun^ aur dil ke bahlane 
ki kbatir yeh martaban zamurrad ka jhardar banaya karta bun, 
bar mahine us maidan men usi bail par siiwar bo kar jaya karta 
bun, martaban ko tor kar gbulam ko mar dalta bun, is umid par 
ki sab men yeb halat dekbeh aur afsos kbawen ; sbayad koi aisa 
Khuda ka banda mibrban ho ki mere hakk men da^a kare, to 
main bhi apne matlab ko pabunchun. Ai rafik ! mere junun aur 
sauda ki yeb hakikat bai jo main ne tujhe kab sunai. 

Main sun kar ab-dida hua aur bola, ki ai Sbab-zade ! tu 
ne wakW ^isbk ki ban mihnat utbdi ; lekiii kasam Kbiida ki kbata 
bun ki main apne matlab se darguzra. Ab teri kbatir jangal 
pabar men pbirunga, aur jo mujh se bo sakega so karunga. Yeb 
w^ada kar kar main us jawan se rukhsat bua, aur pancb baras tak 
saudai sa wirane men khbak cbbanta pbira, kucbb suragb na mi la. 
Akbir ukta kar ek pabar par cbarh gay a aur chaba ki apne tain 
gira dun ki baddi pasli kucbb sabit na rabe ; wobi sawar burVa- 
posb a pabuncba, aur bola ki apni jan mat kbo, there dinnon keb'ad 
tu apne mak^ad se kam-yab boga. Ya Samn Allab ! tumbare didar 
to muyassar bue, ab IQiuda ke fadbl se umidwar bun ki khusbi aur 
kburrami ha§iil bo, aur sab na-murad apni mnrdd ko pabuneben. 

Sar-guzasht KzLd BakIit Badshah kI, 

Jab dusrd Darwesb bbi apni sair ka kissa kab ebuka, rat akbir 
ho gai, aur wakt subh ka sbur'u hone par ayd. Badshah Azad 
Bakht ebupka apne daulat-khane ki taraf rawana hua, mahall 
men pabunch kar namaz ada ki. Pher ghusl-khane men ja khiPat- 
i-fakhira pehen kar diwan-i-^amm men takht par nikal baitbd, aur 
bukm kiya, ki yasawal jawe, char fakir fulane makdn par wfirid 
bain, un ko ba^izzat apne sath hudhur men le awe. Ba-mujib 
bukm ke chobdar wabdn gaya ; dekba to charon be^nawa hawaij 
68 farigh ho, hath munh dbo kar, chabte bain ki disa karen aur apni 
apin rah len. Chele ne kaba Shah ji I B«ddshah ne chdron suraton 
ko talab farmaya bai, mere sath chaliye. Charon Darwesb apas 
men ek ek ko takne lage, aur chobdar se kaba, baba I ham apne 
dil ke padshah bain, bamen dunya ke b&dshahse kyd kam bai ? Us 
ne kaba Miyan Allah ! mudbdyakanabin, agarcbaloto aobchbabai* 
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Etne men charoh ko yad aya ki Mania Mnrtadha ne jo far- 
maya tha so ab pesh aya, khush hue aur yasawal ke ham-rah chale. 
Jab kiPe men pahimche aur m-ba-rd Padshah ke gae, charon 
kalandoron ne du^a di ki baba ! tera bhala ho. Padshah diwan-i- 
khass men ja biiithe, aur do char khass amiron ko bulaya aur farmaya 
ki ch&on gudri-poshon ko bulao. Jab wahan gae hukm baifhne 
ka kiya aur ahwal-pursi farmai ki tumhara kahan se ana hua, aur 
kahan ka irada hai ? Makan murshidon ke kalian hain ? Unhon 
ne kaha, ki Padshaii ki ^umr odaulat ziyada howe, ham fakir hain, 
ek muddat se isi tarah sair o safar karte phirte hain, khana-ba-dosh 
hain. Woh masal hai, fakir ko jahan sham hui wanhin gharhai; 
aur jo kuchh is dunya-i-na-paidar men dekha hai, kahan talak 
bayan karcn. 

Azad Bkhat ne bahut tasalli aur tashaffi ki, aur khane ko mang- 
\va kar apne ru-ba-ru nashta kai*waya. Jab farigh hue pher far- 
raaya ki apna majara be kam o kast mujh se kaho ; jo mujh se 
tumhari khidmat ho sakegi kusur na kai unga. Fakiron ne jawab 
dij^a, ki ham par jo jo kuchh bita hai, na hamen bayan karne ki 
takat hai, aur na Pddshah ko sunne se faihat hogi ; is ko mu^af 
kijiye. l ab Bad shah ne tabassum kiya aur kaha, shab ko jahan 
turn bistarofi par baithe apna apna ahwal kah rahe the, wnhan main 
bhi mail jud tha ; chunanche do darwesh ka ahwal sun chuka hun, 
ab chahta hun ki donon jo baki hain we bhi kahen, aur chand roz 
ba-kh^tir jam^a mere pas rahen, ki kadam-i-darweshan radd-i- 
bala hai. Padshah se yeh bat sunte hi mare khauf ke kahpne 
lage, aur sar nfche kar ke chup ho rahe, takat goyai ki na rahi. 

Azad Bakht ne jab dekha ki ab in men mare r^ub ke hawass 
nahm rahe jo kuchh boleh^ farmaya ki is jahan men koi shakh^ 
aisa na hoga jis par ek na ek w^ridat ^ajib o gharib na hui hogi ; 
ba-wujude-ki main badshah huh, lekin main ne bhi aisa tamasha 
dekha hai ki pahle main hi us ka bayan karta huh. Turn ba-khdtir 
jam^a suno. Darweshoh ne kaha, Padshah salamat ! ap kd altaf 
fakiroh ke hai par aisa hi hai, irshad farmaiye. Azdd Bakht ne 
apna ahwal shur^u kiya, aur kaha— 

Ai shaho I badshah ka ab majara suno ; 

Jo kuchh ki maih ne dekha hai, aur hai suna, suno. 
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Kabtd bun main fakiron ki ^idmat men sar-ba*sar ; 

Ahvval mera kbub tarah dil laga sano. 

Mere Kibla-gdh ne jab wafat pai aur main is takhfc par baitba, 
^ain'alam shabab ka tha, aur sara yeh mulk Rum ka mere hukm men 
tha. Ittifakan ek sal koi saudagar Badakhshah ke mulk se %a 
aur asbab tijarat ka bahut sa lay^. Kb,abar'ddron ne mere 
hudliur men khabar ki ki aisa bara tajir aj tak sbabr men nabin 

; main ne us ko talab farmaya. 

Wob tuhfe bar ek mulk ke laik meii nazr ke le kar aya. Fil- 
wdk'i bar ek jins be-baba nazar ki ; chunanche ek dibya men ekFal 
tbfi, nibayat khush-rang, aur ab-dar, kadd o kamat men durust, aur 
wazan men p^nch miskal ka. Main ne (ba-wujud saltanat ke aisa 
jawabir kabhu na deklia tha^ aur na kisu se suna tba) pasand kiyd. 
Saudagar ko bahut sa in^am o ikram diya aur sanad rah-dan kf 
likb di ki us se baraari tamam kalam-rau men koi muzahim mahsul 
ka na bo, aur jaban j£we us ko aram se rakhen. Chauki pahre 
men ha^ir raben, us ka nuksan apna nuksSn samjhen. Wob tajir 
hudhur men darbar ke wakt hadhir rabta, aur adab-i-saltanat se 
khub wakif tha, aur takiir o khush-goi us ki laik suunne ke tbi ; 
aur main us Fal ko bar roz jawahir-khane se mangwa kar sar-i- 
darbar dekha karta. 

Ek roz diwaii-i-^amm kiye baitba tha, aur umara arkan-i-daulat 
apne apne pae par kbare the, aur bar mulk ke badshdhon ke elchi 
mubarakbdd ki khatir jo ke the, we bhi sab hadhir the. Us wakt 
main ne muwaiik m^amul ke us Pal ko mangwaya. Jawahir- 
khatie ka darogba le kar aya, main bath men le kar t^arif karne laga, 
aur Pirang ke elcbi ko diya ; un ne dekh kar tabassum kiya aur 
zamana-sazi se sifat ki. Usi tarah batboh bath bar ek ne liya aur 
dekba aur ek zaban bo kar bole, ki Kibla-i-^alam ke ikbal ke ba'is 
yeh muyassar hua bai, wa illd na kisu badsbab ke hath aj tak ai<3a 
rakam-i-bebaha nabm laga. Us wakt mere Kiblagah ka wazir ki 
mard-i-dana tha, aur usi khidmat par sarfaraz tha, cbauki par khara 
tbd, adab baja laya aur iltimas kiy& ki kuchh ^ardh kiyfi cbahta huh 
agar jah.bakhsbi ho. 

Main ne hukm kiyS ki kabo. Wob bolfi Kibla-i-^alam ! dp 
pddshah bain, aur padsbaboh se yeh bahut ba’id bai ki ek pttharki 
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etni fc^arif karefi, Agarclie rang dhang sang men l£»sdni hai lekin 
sang hai ; aur is dam sab mulkon ke elchi darbar men hddliir haifii 
jab apne apne shahr men jawenge albatta yeh nakl karenge, ki 
^ajab badshah bai ki ek Tal kabm se p^ya hai^ use aisa tuhfa 
banaya hai ki roz ru-ba-ru mahgata hai, aur ap us ki t^arif kar kar 
sab ko dekhat^a hai : pas jo badshah ya raja yeh ahwal sunega, apiu 
majlis men hnhsega. Khudawand I ek adna saudagar Nisbapur men 
hai, us ne b&rah dane Tal ke ki har ek sat sdt miskal ka hai pate men 
nasab kar kavkuttee ke gale men dal diye haih. Mujhe gunte highnssa 
charh aya, aur khisyane ho kar farmaya ki is wazir ki gardan maro. 

Jalladoh ne wohbm us ka hath pakar liya, aur chah& ki bahar 
le jdwch. Firang ke padshali ka elchi dast-basta ru-ba-ru a khara 
hua. Main ne puchha ki tera kya matlab hai ? Us ne ^ardi ki, 
umidwar huh ki taksir se wazir ki wakif huh. Maih ne farmaya, 
ki jhutb bolne se aur bara gunah kaun sa hai, khususan badshahoh 
ke ru-ba-ru? Un ne kaha, us ka darogh sabit nahm hua ; shdyad jo 
kuchh ki ^ar^ ki hai sach ho. Abhi be-gunah ka katl karnadurust 
nahm. Maih ne yeh jawab dia, ki hargiz ^akl meh nahm ata ki 
ek tajir ki naPa ke waste shahr ba-shahr aur mulk ba-mulk kharab 
liota phirta hai aur kauri kauri jam^a karta hai, barah daue Fal 
ke jo wazn men sfit sat miskal ke hoh, kutte ke pate meh 
lagawe. Us ne kaha Khuda ki kudrat se ta^ajjub nahm, sbayad ki 
bashad ; aise tuhfe aksar saudagaroh aur fakiroh ke hath ate 
haih. Is waste ki ye donoh har ek mulk meh jate haih aur jahah 
se jo kuchh pate haih le ate haih. Salah-i-daulat yehi hai ki agar 
wazir aisa hi taksir war hai, hukm kaid kd ho ; is Hye ki wazir 
padshahoh ki ^akl hote haih, aur yeh harakat salatinoh se bad-numa 
hai, ki aisi bat par ki jhuth sach us ka abhi sabit nahm hua hukm 
katl ka farmaeh, aur us ki tamam ^umr ki khidmat aur namak- 
halali bhul jaeh. 

Badshah, salamat ! agle shahryaroh ne bandf-khana isi sabab se 
ijad kiya hai, ki pddshdh ya sard dr agar kisu par ghadlial) hoh to use 
kaid kareh. Kai din meh ghussa jdta rahega aur be-tak^m us ki 
zahir hogi, badshah khun-i-nd-hakk se mahfuz rahehge, kal ko 
roz-i-Kiyamat meh makhuz na hoehge. Maih ne jetna us ke kail 
karne ko chaha, us ne aisi m’akul guftgu ki ki mnjhe la- jawab 
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kiya. Tab main ne kaha^ ki khair tera kahnfi pazira hua^ main 
khun Be us ke darguzrd lekin zindau men mukaiyad raheg^; 
agar ek sal ke ^arse men us ka su^an rast hua ki aise Pal 
kutte ke gale men hain to us ki nijat hogi^ aur nahm to bare ^aizab 
se mara jawega. Farmaya ki wazir ko bandi-Hiane men le jao. 

Yeb hukm sun kar elchi ne zamin khidmut ki chumi aur taslimat ki. 

• ^ 

Jab yeb khabar wazir ke gbar men gai, ab wa waila macha 
aur matam-sara bo gaya. Us wazir ki ek beti thi, baras chaudab 
pandrabki, nihayatkhub-sarataur kabil, na wish t-kb wand men durust. 
Wazir us ko nipat pyar karta tha aur ^aziz rakhta tha; chunanche 
apne diwan-kbane ke picbhware ek rang-mahalluski khatir banwa 
diya tba, aur larkiyan ^urndon ki us ki musfihabat men aur khawasen 
shakil kbidmat men rahtin, un se bansi kbusbi khela kuda karti. 

Ittifakan jis din wazir ko mahbus-khfine men bhjea, woh larki 
apni hamjoliyon men baithi tin, aur ^ushi se gurya ka byah 
rachaya tha, aur dholak pakliawaj liye hue rat jage ki taiyari kar 
rahi thi, aur karahi charha kar gulgule aur rahm talti aur bana 
rabi thi, ki ek-bargi us ki ma roti pitti, ear khule, paon nange 
beti ke gbar gai, aur do-hattbar us larki ke sar par mdri aur kahne 
lagi : Kasb ki tere badle Kh uda andha beta deta, to mera kaleja 
thanda hota, aur bap ka rafik hota. Wazir-zadi ne puchba, andba 
beta tumhare kis kam ata? Jo kiichb beta karta main bbi kar sakti 
bun. Amma ne jawab diya, khak tere sar par, bap par yeb bita 
biti hai ki Badshah ke ru-ba-ru kuchb aisi bat kahi ki bandi- 
khane men kaid hua. Us ne puchha woh kya bat thi? Zara main 
bhi sunun. Tab wazir ki kabile ne kaba ki tere bap ne shayad yeb 
kahabaikiNishapur menkoi saudagar hai, us ne barah^adad Pal-i- 
be-bahd kutte ka pate men tanke bain, Badshah ko bawar na hua, 
use jbutba samjha aur asir kiya : agar aj ke din beta hota to bar 
tarab se koshish kar kai' is bat ko tahkik karta, aur apne bap ka 
uprala karta, aur Badshah se ^ardb m^arudb kar ke mere khdwind 
ko bandi-khane se mukhlisi dilwata. 

Wazir-zadi boli, Amma J an ! takdir se lara nabin jata ; chahiye 
insan bald-i-nagabani men sabr kare, aur umidwdr fa^l-i-Ilahi ka 
rahe. Woh karim hai, musbkil kisu ki atki nabin rakhta ; aur rond 
dbona kbub nabin. Mabada dusbman aur tara^ se Badsbdh ke pas 
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lagawen, aur lutre chughli khdwen ki ba’is ziyada khafagi ka ho ; 
balki Jahan-panah kehakk men dma karo, ham us ke khana-zad haih, 
woh hamdra khudawand hai, wohi gbadhab hua had wohf mihrban 
hogfi. Us larki ne 'aklmandi se aisi aisi tarah ma ko samjhaya ki 
kuchh us ko sabr o karar aya ; tab apne mahall men gai aur chupki 
ho rahi. Jab rat hm Wazir-zadi ne dawa ko bulaya, us ke hath 
paoh pari, bahut si minnat ki aur rone lagi aur kaha^ main yeh 
irada rakhti huh ki Amtna J^n ka t’ana mujh par na rahe, aur mera 
bap mukhlisi pawe, jo tu mera rafik ho, to main Nishapur ko 
chaluh, aur us tajir ko (jis ke kutte ke gale men aise I’al haih) 
dekh kar jo ban awe kar auh, aur apne bap ko chhorauh. 

Pahle to us mard ne inkar kiya, akhir bahut kahne sunne se 
radhi hua. Tab W azir-zadi ne farmaya chupke cliupke asbab safar 
ka durust kar, aur jins tijarat ki laik nazr badshaboh ke kharid kar 
aur gliulam o naukur chakar jetne dharur hoh sath le ; lekin yeh 
bat kisu par na khule. Dawa ne kubul kiya aur us ki taiyari men 
laga. Jab sab asbab nauhaiya kiya, uhtoh aur khachcharoh par bar 
kar kar rawana hua; aur Wazir-zadi bhi libas-i-mardana pehen kar 
sath ja mill, hargiz kisu ko ghar men khabar na hui. Jab §ubh 
hui Wazir ke mahall men chai’cba hua ki Wazir-zadi ghaib hai, 
m'alum nahih kya hui. 

Akbir bad-nami ke dar se ma ne beti ka gum hona chhupaya, aur 
wahah Wazir-zadi neapna nam Saudagar-bacha rakha ; manzil ba- 
manzil cbalte chalte Nishapur men pahuhchi. Khushi ba-khushi 
karawah-sara men ja utri, aur sab apna asbab utara. Rat ko rahi, 
fajr ko hammam men gai aur poshak pakiza jaise Rum ke bdshinde 
pehente haih pehni, aur shahr ki sair ke waste nikli. Ate ate jab 
chauk meh pahuhchi, chaurahe par khari hui, ek tnraf dukan jauhari 
ki nazar pari ki bahut jawahir ka dher lag raha hai, aur ghulam 
libas-i-£akhira pehne hue dast basta khare haih ; aur ek shakh? jo 
sardar hai, baras pachas ek ki us ki ^umr hai ; tdri-mandoh ki si 
khil^at aur nima-astm pehne hue, aur kai mu§ahib ba-wadh’a nazdik 
us ke kursiyoh par baithe huih, aur apas meh batch kar rahe haih, 

Woh Wazii-zadi (jis ne apne taih Saudagar-bacha masbhur kiya 
tha) use dekh kar muta^ajjib hui, aur dil mehsamajh karkhushhui 
ki Khuda jhuth na kare, jis saudagar ka mere bap ne Bddshdh se 
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mazkur kiya hai^ aghlab bai ki yebi bo. Bar-i-Kbuddy& ! is ka abwdl 
mujh par ^abir kar, Ittifakan ek taraf 30 dekba to ek dukan bai, us 
men do pinjre ahani latakte bain, aur un donon men do adami kaid 
bain. Un ki Mainun ki si surat ho rahi bai, ki chirm o ustukhwan 
baki hai aur sar ke bai aur ndkhun barb gae bain, sar aundhae 
baithe bain, aur do I^abshi bad-haiat musallah donon khare 

bain. Saudagar-bache ko achambba aya. Id-haul park kar dusii ^araf 
30 deklia to ek dukaii men kaliche bichhe bain ; un par ek cbauki 
hathi-dant ki, us par gadela makbmal ka para Ima^ ek kutta ja- 
wabir ka pata gale men aur sone ki zanjir men bandba hua baitba 
bai ; aur do gbulam amrad khub-surat us ki kbidmat kar rabe bain. 
Ek to murcbhal jarau daste ka liye 3*lialta hai, aur diisraru-mal tar- 
kashi ka bath men le kar munh aur paon us ka poncbh raha hai. 
Saudagar-bache ne kbub ghaur kjir kar jo dekba, to pate men kutte 
ke barbon dane Tal ke jaise sane the rnaujud bain. Shukr Kbudaka 
kiya, aur fikr men gaya ki kis surat se in Talon ko Badshah pas le 
jaun aur dekba kar apne bap ko chhoraun? Yeh to is hairani men 
tba, aur tamam khilkat chauk aur raste ki us ka husn o jumal dekb 
kar huiran thi, aur bakka bakka ho rahi tbi. Sab adami apas men 
yeh cburoba kar rabe tbe, ki aj tak is surat o sbabih ka insan nazar 
nahm aya* Us Khwaja ne bhi dekba, ek gbulam ko bheja ki tu 
ja kar ba-minnat us Saudagar-bache ko mere pas bula la. 

Woh gbulam dya aur IQiwaja ka payam laya, ki agar mihrbani 
farmaiye to bamara kbudawand sahib ka mushtak bai, chal kar 
mulakat kijiye. Saudagar-bacba to yeh chahta hi tba, bola kya 
mudbayaka? Jonhm Kbwaja ke nazdik aya aur us par Khwaja ki 
nazar pan, ek barchbi ^isbk ki sine men gari ; t’azim ki kbatiir 
sarv-kadd utba lekin hawass-bakbta. Saudagar-bache ne daryaft 
kiya, ki ab yeh dam men aya. Apas men bagbal-gm hui, Khwaja 
ne Saudagar-bache ki pesbani ko bosa diya aur apne barabar bai- 
tbaya ; bahut sa tamalluk kar ke puehha ki apne n^m o nasab se 
mujhe agah karo ; kabah se &na bota hai aur kabah ka irada hai ? 
Saudagar-bacha bola ki is kamtarih ka watan Bum hai, aur kadim 
se Istambol zad-bum hai; mere Kiblagah saudagar bain. Ab 
basabab pin ke takat sair o safar ki nahm rahi, is w^s^e mujhe 
rukh§at kiy&.hai ki kar-o-bmr tijarat ka sikbuh. Aj tak main ne 
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kadam ghar se baliar na nikala tba^ yeh pahia hi safar darpesh 
hua ; darya ki rah se hewao na para^ khusliki ki taraf se kasd kiya : 
lekin is ^Ajam ke mulk men ap ke akhlak aur khubiyoh ka jo sbor 
hai, mahdh sdhib ki mulakat ki arzu men yahah tak aya bun. 
Bare fadhl-i-Ilabi se khidmat sharif men musharraf bua, aur us 
se ziyada pay^^ tamnna dil ki bar ai. Khuda salamat rakhe ; ab 
yahah se kuch karuhga. 

Yeh sunte hi Khwaja ke ^akl o hosh jate rahe ; bola ki ai far- 
zand I aisf bab mujhe na sunao^ kof din gharib-khaiie men karam 
farmao. Bbala yeh to batao ki tumhara asbdb aur naukar cbakar 
kahah haih ? Saud^gar-bache ne kaha ki mus^fir ka ghar sara hai ; 
unheh wahih chhor kar main ap ke pas aya huh. Khwaja ne kahd, 
ki bhath y ar-khane meh rahna munasib nahih, mera is sbahr raeh 
^itibar hai aur bara nam hai, jald unheh bulwa lo, maih ek makan 
tumhare asbab ke liye khali kar deta huh ; jo kuchh jins lae ho, 
maih dekhuh, aisi tadbir karuhgi ki yabih tumheh bahut sa nafa 
mile. Turn bhi khnsh hoge aur safar ke baraj maraj se bachoge, 
aur mujhe bhi cband roz rahne se ihsanmund karoge, Saudagar- 
bache ne upre dil se ^uzr kiya, lekin Khwaja ne pazird na kiya 
aur apne gumashte ko farmaya ki bar-bardar jald bbejwa do aur 
karawah'Sara se in kd asbab mahgwa kar fulane makan meh * 
rakhwao. 

Saudagar-bache ne ek Zangi ghulam ko un ke sath kar diya ki 
sab mal mat’d ladwa kar le a, aur ap sham tak Khwaja ke sath 
baitha raha ; jab guzri ka wakt ho chuka, aur dukdn bnrhai, 
Khwaja ghar ko chala. Tab donoh ghulamoh meh se ek ne kutte 
ko baghal meh liya, dusre ne kursi aur kalfcha utha liya, aur un 
donoh Qabshi ghuldmoh ne un pihjroh ko mazduroh ke sar par 
dhar diya, aur ap pahchoh hathyar bdhdbe sath hue. Khwaja 
Saudagar-baehe ka hdth hath meh liye bateh karta hua b^weli 
meh aya. 

Saudagar-bache ne dekha ki makan ’dli-sban laik badshahoh 
ya amiroh ke hai. Lab-i-nabr farsh cbahdni kd bicbba hai, aur 
masnad ke ru-ba-ru asbab ^aish ka chunahai. Kutte ki§andalibhi 
U61 jagah bichhdi, aur Khwaja Saudagar-bache ko le kar baithd ; 
be-iakalluf lawa^’u sharab ki ki, donoh pine lage. Jab sar-^ush 
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hue tab Kb,wd3a ne khana manga^ dastarkhwan bichha aur dunya 
ki n^imat chuni gai. Fable ek langari men khana le kar sar-posh 
tilai dhanp kar kutte ke waste le gae, aur ek dastarkhwan zar- 
baf t ka bichh& kar us ke age dhar di. Kutta sandali se niche utar 
jetna ch&ha otn& khaya^ aur sone ki lagan men pani piya, pher 
chauki par ja baitha. Ghulamon ne ru-mdl se hath munh us ka 
pak kiya, pher us tabak aur lagan ko ghnlam pinjroh ke nazdik le 
gae, aur iChwaja se kunjiyah mahg kar kufl kafas ka khola. 

Un donoh insanon ko bahar nikal kar kai sohte mar kur kufcte 
ka jhuta unhen khilaya aur wohi pam pilaya, pher tale band kar 
kar tally dh Khwaja ke ha wale km. Jab yeh sab ho chuka, tab 
K^waja ne ap khana shur^u klya. Saudagar-bache ko yeh harakat 
pasand na ai^ ghia klia kar khaue men hath na dala. Harchand 
Khwaja ne minnat ki par us ne inkar hi kiya. Tab Khwaja ne 
sabab is ka puchha ki turn kyauh nahin khate ? Saudagar- 
bache ne kaha, yeh harakat tumhari apne tain bad-numa m’alum 
hui ; is liye ki iiisan ashraf-ul-maMildkat hai, aur kutta najis-ul- 
^ain hai. Pas Khuda ke do bandoh ko kutte ka jhuta khilana kis 
millat o mazhab men rawa hai ? Fakat yeh ghanimat nahih jante 
ki we tumhari kaid men haih ? Nahih to turn aur we barabar ho. 
Ab mere tain shakk ai ki turn Musalman nahih ; kya jauuh kaun 
ho ki kutte ko pujte ho. Mujhe tumhara khana khana makruh 
hai jab talak yeh shubha dil se dur na lio* 

Khwaja ne kaha, ai baba ! jo kuchh tu kahta hai main yeh sab 
samajhta huh, aur isi khatir bad-nam huh ki is shahr ki khilkat 
ne mera nam Khwaja-i-sag-parast rakha hai; isi tarah pukarte 
haih, aur mashhur kiya hai. Lekin Khuda ki Fanat kafiroh aur 
mushrikoh par hujiyo. Kalima parha aur Saudagar-bache ki 
khatir jam’a ki. Tab Saudagar-bache ne puchha ki agar Musal- 
man ba-dil ho, to is ka kya baMs hai, ki aisi harakat kar ke apne 
taih badnam kiya hai ? Khwaja ne kaha, ai farzand I ndm merd 
bad-ndm hai, aur dugnd mahsul is shahr men bharta huh, isi 
waste ki yeh bhed kisu par zahir na ho. ^Ajab yeh majara hai ki 
jo koi sune siwae ghamm aur ghusse ke use kuchh aur Msil na ho* 
Tu bhi mujhe mu^af rakh, ki na mujh men kudrat kahne ki aur 
na tujh mch takat sunne ki rahegi. Saudagar-bache ne apne dil 
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men ghaur ki ki miijhe apne kam se kaoi hai^ kya dharur hai jo 
na-hakk main ziyada mujavewiz hun? Bola, khair. agar laik kahne 
ke nahin to na kahiye. Khane mefi hath dala^ aur niwala uth& kar 
khane lag£. Do mahtae iak is hoshyariaur ^aklmaadi se Saudagar- 
bache ne K^waja ke saih guzran ki ki kisu par hargiz na khiila 
ki yeh ^aurat hai. Sab yehi jaiite the ki mard hai : aiir Khwaja 
se roz ba-ioz aisi mababbat ziyada bui ki ek dam apui ahkhon se 
juda na karta. 

Ek din ^ain mai-noshi ki suhbat men Saudagar-bacbe ne rona 
shur^u kiya. Khwaja ne deklite hi khatir-dari ki aur ru-mal se 
ahsu poebhne )aga^ aur sabab girya ka puehba. Sandagar-bache 
ne kaha, ai Kibla ! Kya kahuh ? Kashke tumhari khidmat men 
bandagi paida na ki hoti, aur yeh shafakab jo sahib mere hakk men 
karte bain na karte. Ab do mushkileh mere pesh a( bain ; na tum- 
hari khidmat se juda hone ko ji chahta bai^ aur na rahne ka ittifak 
yabah ho sakta bai. Ab jana dharur hua; lekin ap ki judai se 
umid zindagi ki nazar nahin ati. 

Yeh bat sun kar Khwaja be-ikhtiyar aisa rone laga ki hichki 
bandh gai, aur bola, ki ai nur-i-chashm ! aisi jaldi is apne burhe 
kbadim se ser hue ki ise dil-gir kiye jate ho ? jKasd rawana hone 
ka dil se dur karo, jab tak meri zindagi hai rabo, tumhari judai 
se ek dsyn main jita na rabuhga, bi-gbair ajal ko mar juuhgA Aur 
is mulk-i-Faras ki ab o hawa bahut khub aur muwdfik hai ; behtar 
to yoh hai ki ek adarai m^utabar bhej kar apne walidain ko ma^e 
asbab yabin bulwa lo; jo kuchh sawari aur bar-bardari darkar ho, 
maujud karuh. Jab ma bap tumbare aur ghar bar sab aya^ apni 
kbusbi se kar-bar tijarat ka kiya karyo Main ne bhi is ^umr men 
zamdne ki bahut sakhtiyah kbinchin bain, aur mulk muik phira 
huh, Ab burha hua, farzand nahin rakhta ; main tujhe behtar 
apne bete se janta bun, aur apna wali-^ihd o mukhtar karta huh. 
Mere karkhane se bhi boshyar aur khabar-dar ho. Jab tak jita 
huh, ek tukra kbane ko apne bath se do, jab mar jauh gar dab 
dijo, aur sab mal o mat’a mera lijo. 

Tab Saudagar-bache ne jawab diya, ki waki^i ^ahib ne ziyada 
bap se meri ghamm-khwari aur kba^ir-dari ki ki mujhe ma bap 
bhul gae ; lekin is ’asi ke w&lid ne ek sal ki rukh§at di thi, agar 
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der lagduAga to we is piri men rote rote mar jaefige : pas ridha* 
mandi padar ki kkushnudi Khuda ki liai ; aur agar mujh se na- 
fddh honge, to main darta huh ki shayad du’d-i-bad na kareh ki 
dcnoh jahan men Khuda ki rahmat se ma^rum rabuh. 

Ab dp ki yehi bhafakut bai ki bande ko hukm kijiye ki farmau^ 
j^iblagah ka baja lawe^ aur hakk-i-padari se ada howe, aur sahib 
ki tawajjuh ka ada-i-shukr, jab tak dam men dam bai, meri gardan 
par bai. Agar apne mulk men bhi jauhgd to bar dam dil o j6n se 
yad kiya kardhga ; Khuda Musabbib-ul-asbab bai, sbayad pher 
koi aisa asbdb ho ki kadam-bosi hasil karuh. Gharadh Saudagar- 
bache ne aisi aisi bateh Ion mircheh laga kar Khwaja ko sunam 
ki wob be-cbara lacbar ho kar bohtb cbatne laga. Az-bas-ki us 
par sbefta aur farefta ho rahd tha, kahne laga acbchha, agar turn 
nabih rahte to main hi tumbare satb cbalt^ luih. Main tnjh ko 
apni Jan ke barabar janta hdh; pas jab jaii cbali jawe to khali 
badan kis din kam awe ? Agar tu isi men ridha-mand bai to chal, 
aur mujbe bbi le chal, Saudagar-bache se yeb kab kar apui bbi 
taiyaii sa£ar ki karne laga aur'gumafaibtou ko hukm kiya ki bai- 
bardari ki fikr jaldi karo. 

Jab Khwaja ke chalne ki khabar mashhur hui, wabah ke 
saudagaroh ne sun kar sab ne tahiya safar ka kiya. Khwdja i- 
sag-parast ganj aur jawabir be-«bumar, naukar aurghulam an- 
ginit, tuhfe aur asbab-i-sbabaua bahut sa satb le kar, shabr ke 
babar tambu aur kanat, aur be-chobe aur sara-parde aur kandle 
khare karwa kar un men dakbil hua. Jetne tujjar the apni bisat 
muwaBk mdl saudagari ka le kar hararah hue; barae khud ek lasli- 
kar ho gaya. 

Ek din jogni ko pith de kar wabah se kuch kiya : hazaroh 
uhtoh par shalite asbab ke aur khaohcharoh par sanduk nukd 
jawdbir ke Idd kar, pahcb sau ghulam Dusbt Kabebdk aur Zang o 
Jlum ke musallah ^ahib-i-shamshir, Tdzi o Turki o 'Iraki o 'Arabi 
ghoroh par charh kar chale. Ssxh ke piobhe Khwaja aur Saudagari 
bacha kbirat-i-fakhira pehne sukhpal par sa war, aur ek takht Baghr 
dadi uht par kasa, us par kutta masuad par soya hud, aur un 
donoh kaidiyoh ke kafas ek shutur par latkae hue rawaua hue. 
Jis mauzil men pabuhcbte sab saudagar IQiwaja ki bdrgab men i 
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kar ^adhir liote^ aur dastarkhwan par kban^ khate aur sharab pite. 
Kkw^ja Saudag-ar-bache ke sath hone k( khushi men shukr Khnda 
ka karta aur kuch dar kuch ohalfi jata tha. Bare ba-khair o 
^afiyat nazdik I^ustuntunya ke & pahunche ; bShar i^habr ke 
makain kiya Sauddgar-baehe ne kaba^ aiKibla! agar rukhsat 
dijiye to main ja kar md bap ko dekhun, aur makan sahib ke waste 
khali karuh ; jab mizaj-i-sdmi men awe shahr men dakhil hujiye. 

Kh waja ne kaba^ tumbari kbatir to main yabah ay a ; achchha^ 
jald mil jul kar mere p^s ao, aur apne nazdik mere u tame ko 
makaii do. Saudagar-bacha rukhsat ho kar apne ghar men 4ya ; 
sab Wazir ke mahall ke adami h liran hue ki yeh mard kann ghus 
aya, Saudagar-bacha fy’ani beti Wazir ki) apni ma ke paoh par 
ja gin aur roi aur boll, ki main tumhari jai huh, Sunte hi Wazir 
ki begam galiyah dene lagi ki ai tetri I tu ban sliatta ho nikli, 
apn^ muhh tu ne kala kiya, anr khanJan ko ruswa kiya ; hum to 
teri jan ko ro pit kar subr kar ke tujh se hath dho baitiie the : ja 
daPa ho. 

Tab Wazir-zadi ne sar par se pagri utar kar phehk di aur boli, 
ai Ammd Jan! main buri jagah nahih gai, kuchh badi nahm ki ; 
tumhare ba-mujib farmaue ke Baba ko kaid se chborane ki khatir 
yeh sab fikr ki. Ali^amdu lillah ! ki tumbaii du'a ki barakat se 
aur Allah ke fadhl se pura kam kar ke di bun, ki Nishdpur se us 
Sauddgar ko ba-jn^ae kutte (jis ke gale men we Tal pare haih) apne 
sath Idi huh ; aur tumhdri amanat men bbi khaydnat nahm ki. 
Safar ke liye marddna bhes kiya hai ; ab ek roz ka kam baki hai, 
woh kar kar ^iblagah ko chbordti huh, aur apne ghar meh dti 
huh ; agar hukm ho to pher jauh aur ek roz babar rah kar khid- 
<mat meh duh. Ma ne jab khub m’alum kiyd ki meri beti ne 
mardoh kd kam kiya, aur apne taih sab salamat o mahfuz 

rakbd hai, Khudd Id dargah meh nak-ghisni ki, aur khush ho kar 
beti ko chhdti se lagd liyd aur muhh cbumd, baldeh Hh du^deh din 
aur rukhsat kiyd, ki tu jo raundsib jan so kar, meii khatir jam^a hm. 

Wazir-zadi pher Saudagar-bacha ban kar Khwaja-i-sag* paras t 
pas chali. Wahdh Khwaja ko. juddi us ki az-bas-ki shdkk hui, 
be-ikhtiyar ho kar kuch kiyd. Ittifakan nazdik shahr ke idhar se 
Sauddgar«-bacba jdtd thd| aur udbar se Khwaja dtd thd, ?ain. rah 
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men mulakat hui. K^waja ne dekhte hi kah&^ b&bd ! mujh burhe 
ko akela chhor kar kahan gay a tha ? Saudagar-bacba bola^ ap Be 
ijazat le kar apne ghar gaya tha^ akbir mulazamat ke ishtijak ne 
wabdn rabne na diya^ a kar ha^ir hua. Shabr ke darwaze par 
darya ke kinfire ek bagh saya^dar dekh kar khima istad kiya aur 
wahih litre. I^waja aur Saudagar-bacba baham baith kar sbarab 
o kabab pine kbane lage. Jab ^asr k^ wakt bua^ sair tamasbe ki 
kbatir khime se nikal kar sandliyon par baithe. Ittifakan ek 
karawal badshahi udhar a uikla ; un ka lashkar aur nishast bar- 
khast dekh kar acbambhe ho laha aur dil men kaha^ shayad elchi 
kisu badshah ka aya hai^ khara tamasha dekhta tha. 

Khwaja ke shatir ne us ko 6ge bulayd aur puchha tu kaun hai ? 
Us ne kaba main Badshah ka mir-shikar huh. Shatir ne Khwaja 
se us ka ahwal kaha. Khwaja ne ek ghulam Kafiri ko kaha, ki ja 
kar baz«dar se kab, ki ham masafir haih^ agar ji chabe to io 
baitbo^ kahwa kalyah b&dhir hai. Jab mir-sbikar ne nain sauda- 
gar ka suna ziyada muia^ajjib hua, aur ghulam ke satb Khwaja ki 
majlis men aya, lawazim aur shan o shaukat aur sipah o ghuldm 
dekhe. Khwaja aur Saudagar-bache ko salam kiya aur martaba 
sag ka tiigah kiya, bosh us ke jate rahe, hakka bakka sa bo gaya, 
Kh awja ne use bitbla kar kabwe ki dhiyafat ki ; karawal ne nam o 
nishan Khwaja ka puchha. Jab rukhsat mahgi, ]^waja ne kai 
than aur kucbh |tuhfe de kar use ijazat di. Subh ko jab Badshfih 
ke darbar men hadhir hua, darbdriyoh se Khwaja saudagar ka zikr 
karne laga. Bafta rafta mujh ko khabar hui, mir-sbikar ko main 
ne ru-ba-ru talab kiya aur saudagar kd ahwal puchbfi. 

Us ne jo kuchh dekha tha ^ardh kiya : sunne se kutte ke to- 
jammal ke aur do adamiyoh ke pihjre men kaid hone ke mujh ko 
khafagi ai. Main ne favmaya, woh mardud tajir wajib-ul-katl 
hai; naeakchiyoh ko hukm kiy^ki jald jao, us be-din ka sar kat 14o. 
Kadha-kar wohi elchi Firangka darbar men hadhir tha, muskur£ya. 
Mujhe aur bhi ghadhi^b ziyMa hua, farmaya, ki ai be-adab ! bdd- 
sh&hoh ke h^dhur men be-sabab daht kholne adab se babar haih, 
be-mahall hahsue se rona bebtar hai. Us ne iltimas kiya, Jah^h- 
panah ! kai batch khay&l meh guziih, lihaza fidwi mutabassim 
)m&. Pable yeh ki Wazir sachcha hai, ab kaid-khane se rihai 
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pawega ; dusre yeh ki Badshdk khun-i-nahakk ae us Wazfr ke 
bache ; tisre yeh ki Kibla-i-4}am ne be-sabab aur be-taki^ir us 
snud^ar ko hukm katl ka kiya. In harakatoh se ta^ajjub aya ki 
be-tahkik ek be-wukuf ke kahne se ap bar kisu ko hukm katl ka 
kar baithte bain. Khuda jane filhakikat us Khwaja ka ahwal kyfi 
liai ? Use hudhur men talab kijiye, aur us ki waridat puchhiye; 
agar taksirwar thalire tab mukhtar ho, jo mar^i men awe us se 
suluk kijiye. 

Jab elclu ne is tarah se samjhaya, mujlie bhi Wazir ka kahna 
yad aya, farmaya, jald saudagar ko us ke bete ke sath aur woh 
sag aur kafas hadhir karo. Korclu ns ke bulane ko daurai ; ek 
dam men sab ko hudhur men le fii ; ru-ba-ru talab kiya. Fable 
Khwdja aur us ka pisar aya, douoh libA.s-i-fakhira peline hue. Sau- 
dagar-bacbe ka jamal dekhne se sab adna ^al^ bhachak hue . Ek 
^w4n-i-tilai jawahir se bhara hua (ki bar ek rakam ki jot ne sare 
makan ko raushan kar diy£) Saudagar-bacha h&th men liye aya, 
aur mere takht ke age nichhawar kiyd, ddab kornishat baja la kar 
kbarS hua. Khwaja ne bhi zamin chumi aur du4 kame laga ; is 
goyai se bolta tba ki goya bulbuW-hazar-dastah hai. Main ne us 
ki layakat ko bahut pasand kiya, lekin ^itab ke ru se kaba, ai 
Sbait^n adami ki surat ! tu ne yeh kya jal pbail&yd bai, aur apni 
rah men kua kboda hai ? Tera ^ya din hai aur yeh kaun din hai ? 
Kis Paighambar ki ummat hai ? Agar kafir hai tau bhi yeh kaisi 
mat hai, aur tera kya nam hai ki yeh tera kam hai ? 

Un ne kaba, Kibla-i-4lam ki ^umr o daulat barbti rabe ; ghul&m 
ka din yeh hai, ki Khuda Vi'ahid hai, us ka koi sbarik nahih, aur Muh 
ammadMu^t&fa {^all-Alldku^alaihi wa alihi wasallam) kakalima 
parhta huh, aur us ke b’ad barah Im£m ko apna peshwa janta huh ; 
aur ain meri yeh bai ki pahchoh wakt ki namaz parhta huh, aur 
roza rakhta huh, aur ^ajj bhi kar aya huh, aur apne mal se 
khums zakat deta huh, aur Musalmdn kahata huh. Lekin zahir 
meh yeh sa e ^aib jo mujh mehbhare haih, jin ke sabab se ap na- 
khush hue haih, aur tamam ^alk-Ullah meh bad-nam ho mh6, huh, 
is ka ek ba’is hai ki zahir nahih kar sakt^. Harchand sag-parast 
mashhur huh aur mudhfi^af mahsul deta huh, yeh sab kubul kiy& 
hai, par dil ka bhed kisu se nahih kaba. Is bahane se merd ghu^fa 
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ziy^da hvi& aui' kaha^ mujbe tu baton men phuslata hai ; main 
nahih mannekajab tak is apni gum-rahi ki dalil-i-m’akul ^ardh na 
kare ki mere dil-nashfn ho ; tab tu jau se bachegd^ nahin to us ki 
men tera pet chdk karaungd, tau sab ko 'ibrat ho ki bar-i- 
digar koi din-i-Muhammadi men rakhna na kare. 

Kbwaja ne kaha, ai Eadshah ? mnjh kam-bakht ke kbun se 
darguzar kar, aur jetna mal mera hai ki ginti aur shumar se bahar 
hai sab ko dhabt kar le, mujhe aur mere be^e ko apne takht ke 
tasadduk kar kar chhor de aur jan-bakhshi kar. Main ne tabassum 
kar ke kaha^ ai be-wuku£ ! apne mal ki tam^a majhe dekhata hai ; 
siwae saeh bolne ke ab teri mukhlisi nahm, Yeh sunte hi Khwaja 
ki ahhkoh se be-ikhtiyar ahsu tapakne lage, aur apne bete ki taraf 
dekh kar ek ah bhari aur bola^ main to Badshah ke ru-ba ru 
gunahgfir thahra^ mar^ jauhga ; ab kya karun ? Tujhe kis ko 
sohpuh ? Main ne dahta ki ai makkar ! bas ab ^uzr bahut kiye^ jo 
kahnfi. hai jald kah. 

Tab to us mard ne kadam barha kar takht ke pas a kar pae ko 
bosa diya aur sifat o sana karne laga aur bola^ ai Shahanshdh I 
agar hukm-i-^tl mere Ijakk m< h na hota, to sab siyasateh sahta 
aur apna majara na kahta. Lekin jan sab se ’aziz hai^ koi ap sc 
kue men nahih girta ; pas jan ki muhaEagat wajib hai, aur tark 
wajib ka khilaf hukrn Khuda ke hai. Khair jo mardhiy-i'-muba- 
rak yehi hai, to sav-guzasht is pir-i-dh’aif ki suniye. Pahle hukm 
ho ki we donoh kafas jin men adanu kaid haih hudhur men l& kar 
rakheh. Main apna ahwal kahta huh ; agar kaiiih jhuth kahuh, 
to un se puchh kar mujhe kail kijiye aur insaf farmaiye. Mujhe 
yeh bat us ki pasand ai, pihjroh ko mahgwa kar un donoh ko 
iiikalwa kar Khwaja ke pSs khara kiya. 

Khwdja ne kaha, ai Bddshah ! Yeh mard jo dahni taraf 
hai ghuldm kd bara bhai hai, aur jo baeh ko khara hai mahjhl^ 
birddar hai. Maih in donoh se chhota huh : mera bap mulk-i« 
Faras meh saudagar thd. Jab maih ebaudah haras ka hua 
Kiblagah ne rihlat ki. Jab tajbiz o takfih se faraghat hui, aur 
phul uth chuke, ek roz in donoh bhaiyoh ne mujhe kaha, ki ab bap 
k& mal jo kuchh hai taksim kar leh, jis ka dil jo chahe so kam 
kare. Maih ne sun kar kuha, ai bhaiyo ! Yeh kya bat hai ? 
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Main tutnhdra ghulam hun^ bhai chan ka d^awa nahin rakhta. 
Ek bdp mar gayS, turn donon mere padar ki jagah mere sar par 
kaim ho. Ek aan-i-khushk chahtd hun jis men zindagi basar 
karun aur tumhari khidmat men hadhir rabufi ; mnjhe hisse bakhre 
se ky4 kam hai ? Tumhare dge ke jhute se apna pet bhar lunga, 
aur tumhare pas rahunga. Main larka bun, kuchh parha likha bhi 
nahm ; mujh se ky^ ho sakega ? Abbi turn mnjhe tarbiyat 
karo. 

Yeh sun kar jawab diyd, ki tu chdhtd hai apne sath hamen hhi 
kharab aur muhtaj kare. Main chupka ek goshe men ja kar rone 
laga; pher dil ko samjhaya ki bhai akhir biizurg hain, meii 
t^alim ki khatir chashm-numai karte hain ki kuchh sikhe. Isi fikr 
men so gaya. Subh ko ek peyada kadhi ka aya aur mujhe 
dar-ush-shar'a men le gaya. Wahah dekha ki yelu donoh bhai 
hadhir hain, Kadhi ne kaha, kyauh apne bap ka warsa baht chuht 
nahm leta ? Main ne ghar men jo kaha tha wahah bhi jawab diya. 
Bhaiyoh ne kaha, agar yeh bat apne dil se kahta hai, to hameh 
la-d^awa likh de, ki bap ke mal o asbab se mujhe kuchh ^ilaka nahm. 
Tab bhi maih ne yehi samjba ki ye donoh mere buzurg hain, meri 
nasihat ke waste kahte haih, ki bap ka mal le kar beja tasarruf na 
kare. Ba-mujib in ki mardhi ke farigh-khati ba-muhr-i-Ka^i 
maih ne likh di. Ye radhi hue, maih ghar men dya. 

Dusre din mujh se kahne lage, ai bhai ! yeh makan jis men 
tu rahta hai hameh darkar hai ; tu apni bud bash ki khatir aur 
jagah le kar ja rah, tab maih ne daryatt kiya ki ye bap ki haweli 
men bhi rahne se khush nahih ; lachar irada uth jane ka kiya. 
Jahah-panah ! jab mera bap jita tha to jis wakt safar se ata har ek 
mulk ka tuhfa ba-tarik saughatke lata aur mujhe deta, is-w^ste 
ki chhote bete ko har koi ziyada peyar karta hai. Maih ne un ko 
bech bech kar then si apni nij ki puhji baham pahuhchai 
tin, usi se kuchh kharid farokht karta. Kk bar lauhdi meri 
khatir Turkestan se mera bap laya ; ek daf^a ghore le kar aya. 
Un meh se ekbachherd nakand ki honehar tha woh bhi mujhe diyi, 
Maih apne pas se dana ghas us ka kartd tha. 

Akhir in ki be-muruwati dekh kar ek haweli kharid ki, wahah 
ja raha j yeh kutta bhi mere sath chala aya. Wdste ^aru)riyat ke 
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asbab khana-dan k& jam^a kiya^ aur do ghulam Uiidiuat ki kbatir 
mol liye^ aur bdki piinji se ek dukan bazzfizi ki kar ke Khuda ke 
tawakkul par baitba ; apni kismat par radhi tha. Agarche bhaiyon 
no bad-khulki ki, par Khnda jo mehr-ban had, tm baras be 'ar?e 
men aisi dukan jami ki main sahib-i-^itibar hua. Sab sarkiiron 
men jo tuhfa chabta^ meri hi dukan se jdta. Us men babut se 
rupui kamae^ aur nihayat faraghat se guzarne lagi. Har dam 
Janab-i-Bari men sbukrana karta^ aur §ram se rahta ; aur yell 
kabit apne ahwal par parbta 

B-utbe kyauh na Baja« wateh kacbhu nabm kaja ; ek To se 
Maba-Raja, aur kauu ko sarabiye ? 

Euthe kyauh na bhai, wateh kacbbunab isai ; ek Tu hai sabai, 
aur kann pas jaiye? 

Eutbe kyauh na miir sutr^ atbon jam ek raore charan ke neb 
ko nibtaiye. 

Sansar hai rutbd^ ek Tu hai anutha ; sab cbuinehgc ahgutba^ 
ek Tu iia ruthd cbahiye. 

Ittifakan Jum^e ke roz maih apne gbar baitba tbd ki ek ghulam 
mera saude suluf ko bazar gayd tba, b^ad ek dam ke rota bua aya. 
Maih ne sabab pucbha ki tujhe kya hua? Khafa ho kar bold ki turn- 
heh kya kam bai ? Turn khusbi manao ; lekin ^iyamat raeh kya 
jawab doge ? Maih ne kaha, ai Habsbi ! aisi kya bala tujh par nazil 
hui? Us ne kahd yeh ghadhab hai, ki turn hare bare bbdiyoh ki 
Cbauk ke chaurabe meh ek Yabudi ne musbkeh bahdbih baih^ aur 
kamchiyah marta hai, aur hahsta bai ki agar mere rupai na doge 
to mdrte marie mar hi ddluhgd ; bbald mujhe sawab to hoga. Pas 
tumhdie bbdiyoh ki yeh iiaubat aur turn be-(ikr ho. Yeh bdt 
achchhi hai^ log kya kahehge ? Yeh bat ghulam se sunte hi lahu ne 
josh kiyd ; nange paoh bazdr ki daura^ aur gbuldmoh ko 

kaha jald rupai le kar do. Johbih wabdh gaya^ dekhd to jo kuchh 
ghulam ne kaha tha sacb hai^ in par mar par rabi bai. I.Idkim 
ke peyadoh ko kaha^ waste Khuda ke zara rah jao, maih Yabudi 
se pucbhuh ki aisi kyataki^ir ki bai jis ke badle yeh t’zir ki hai ? 

Yeh kah kar maih Yahudi ke nazdik gaya aur kaha^ aj roz-i« 
Adina hai^ in ko kyauh dharb-i-sbaldk kar raha hai ? Us ne jawdb 
diyd, agar ^mdyat kai*te ho, to puri karo, in ke 'iwadh ruj ai 
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^wale karo^ nahm to apne ghar ki r&h lo. Main ue kaha^ kaise 
rupai? Dast-au ez nikal, main rupai gin deta bun. Un ne kaha^ 
iamassuk hakim ke pas de ay a bun. Is men mere donon ghulam 
do badre rupai le kar ae^ bazar rupai main ne Yahudi ko diye aur 
bhmyon ko ehboraya. In ki yeb sdrat ho rain tbi ki hadan se 
nange aur bhuklie pyase : apne bam-rali gbar mrh laya, wofihm 
hamrnam men nehalwaya^ nai poshak pehnai, khana khilaya, 
Hargiz m se yeb na kaba, ki etna mal bap ka turn ne kya kiya ? 
Sbayad sbarminda bon* 

Ai Badsbah ! Ye donon maujud bain ; puebbiye sacb kabta 
bun ya koi bat jhuth bln hai ? Khair jab kai din men roar ki koft 
Be bahal hue, ek roz main ne kaba, ai bbaij o ! ab is shabr men turn 
be-'^itibar ho gae ho, behtar yeb hai ki chand roz safar karo. Yeb 
Bun kar ebup bo rahe. Main ne m'alum kiya ki radhi bain ; safar 
ki taiyari kame laga ; pal partal, bar-bardari, aur sawari ki fikr 
kar ke bis bazar rupai ki jins tijarat ki kbaiid ki* Ek kaflla sauda- 
garoh ka Bukhara ko jata tba, un ke sdth kar diya. 

B^ad ek sal ke woh karawah pbir ay a, in ki khair khabar kuchh 
na pai ; akhir ek asbna so kasmeh de kar puebba. Us ne kaba, jab 
Bukhara men gae, ek ne jue-khane men apna iatnam mal bar 
diya, ab wabah ki jarob-kasbi karta hai, aur phar ko liptd potta 
hai ; juari jo jam^a hote haih, un ki khidmat karta hai ; we ba- 
taiik l^airat ke kuchh dete haih, wabah gurga bana para rahta 
hai. Aur dusia boza*farosh ki larki par ’ashik bo apn4 mdl sara 
9arf kiya j ab woh boza khane ki tahal kiya karta bai. Kabla ke 
adami is llye nabih kabte ki tu sbarmiiida boga. 

Yeh ahwdl us shakhs se sun kar roeii ^ajab halat hui ; mare 
fikr ke mud bhukh jati rahi. Zad-i-rab le kar kasd Bukhara ka 
kiya. Jab v/ahah pabuheba, donoh ko dbuiidh dhahdb kar apne 
makan roeh laya, ghusl karwa kar nai poshak pebnai, aur un ki khi* 
jdlat ke dar se ek hit muhb par na rakbi. Pber mal saudagari ka 
in ke waste kharida, aur irada ghar ka kiya. Jab nazdik Nishdpur 
ke &ya, ek gdhoh meh ba roa^e mal o asbab in ko cbhor kar ghar 
men aya, is liye ki mere £ne ki kisu ko khabar na bo. fi’ad do din 
ke mashhur kiya ki mere bhai safar se ae haih, kal un ke istikbal 
ki kh^tir jauhgfi, §ubh ko ebaba ki jduh ; ek girhast uei maudVe 
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ka mere pas ayd aur farydd karne la«:a. Main us ki awdz sun kar 
bdhar nikla, use rota dekh kar puchha ki kyaun zan karta hai ? 
Woh bola tumhare bhaiyon ke sabab se hamare ghar lute gae ; 
kaslike un ko turn wahan na chhor ate ! 

Main ne pucliba kya musibat guzri ? Bold, ki rdt ko daka aya, 
un ka mal o asbab luta, aur hamare ghar bhi lut le gae. Main 
ne afsos kiya aur puchha ki ab we donoh kahah haih ? Kaha 
shahr ke bahar nange munge kharab khasta baithe haih. Wohhih 
do jore kapron ke sath le kar gaya, pehna kar ghar men laya. Log 
sun kar un ke dekhne ko ate the, aur yeh mare sharmindagi ke bahar 
iia nikalte the. Tin mahme isi tarah guzre : tab main ne apne dil 
men ghaur ki, ki kab tak yeh kone men dabke baithe rah ehge ; bane 
to apne sath in ko safar men le jauh. 

Bhaiyon se kaha, agar farmaiye to ye fidwi ap ke sath chale. 
Ye khamosh rahe ; pher lawazima safar ka aur jins saudagari ki 
tuiyar kar ke chala aur in ko sath liya. Jis wakt mal ki zakat de 
kar asbab kishti par charhaya, aur langar uthdya, nao chali. Yeh 
kutta kinare par so raha tha ; jab chauhka aur jahaz ko mahjh- 
dhar men dekha, hairan ho kar bhuhka, aur darya men kud para 
aur pairne laga. Main ne ek pansoi daurd di ; bare sag ko le kar 
kishti men pahuhchdya. Ek mahina khair o »dfiyat se darya men 
guzra ; kahih mahjiila bhai meri lauhdi par >ashik hua. Ek din 
bare bhai se kahne laga, clihote bhai ki minnat uthane se ban shar- 
nundagi hasil hui, is ka tadaruk kya kareh ? Bare ne jawdb diya 
ki ek saldh dil men thahrai hai^ agar ban awe to ban bat hai. 
Akhir donoh ne raa§lihat kar ke tajwiz ki ki ise mdr daleh, aur sare 
mal asbab ke kabidh o mutasarrlf hoh. 

Ek din maih jahaz ki kothri meh sotd tha, aur lauhdi paoh dab 
rahi till ki mahjhla bhai aya aur jaldi se mujhe jagaya ; maih har- 
hai^ kar chauhka aur bahar nikla ; yeh kutta bin mere sath ho 
liyd. Dekhuh to bard bhai jahaz ki bdr par hdth teke nilmra hua 
tamasha daryd ka dekh raha hai, aur mujhe pukarta hai. Maih ne 
pds ja kar kaha khair to hai ? Bold ^ajab t^rah kd tamdshd ho 
rahd. hai, ki darydi ddami moii ki sipiydh aur muhge ke darakht 
hdth meh liye hue naclite haih. Agar aur koi aisi bat khildf-i- 
kayas kahtd to maih na mdntd j bare bhdi ke kabne ko rdst jdnd. 
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dekhne ko ear jhnkayd. Harcliand nigah kf kiichh nazar na aya, 
aur woh yehi kahta rah^, ab dekha ? Lekir. kuchh ho to dekhuh ? 
Is men mujhe gliafi! pa kar mahjhle ne achanak pichhe a kar aisa 
dhakela ki be-i|Atiyar pani men gir pard, aur we rone dhone lage 
ki dauriyo, hamara bhdi darya men duba. 

Etne men nao barh gai aur darya ki lahar mujhe kahm se 
kalnh le gai. Ghote par ghote khata tha, aur maujoh men chala jata 
tha. Akhir thak gay a, Khuda ko ydd kart a tha, kuchh has na 
chalta tha. Ek bargi kisi ehiz par hath pnra, ankb khol kar dekhd 
to yehi kutta hai. Shayad jis dam mujhe darya men dala, mere 
path yeh bin kuda aur pairta hua mere sath lipta chala jata tha. 
Main ne us ki dum pakar li. Allah ne us ko meri zindagi ka 
sabab kiya. Sat din aur rat yehi surat guzri, dthvveh din kinare 
ja lage, takat mutlak na thl ; lete lete karwateh kha kar jon-ton 
apne tarn khushki men dala. Ek din be-hosh para tha, dusre din 
kutte ki awaz kan men gai, hosh men aya, Khuda ka shukr baja 
laya. Idhar udhar dekhne laga, dur se sawad shahr ka nazar aya 
lekin kuwat kahah ki irada karuh ! Lachar do kadam chalta phcr 
baithta, isi halat se sh&m tak kos bhar rdh kati. 

Bich men ek pahar mild, rat ko wahan gir raha, subh to shahr 
men dakhil bud. Jab bazdr men gayd, ndn-bdi aur halwdiyoh ki 
dukaneh nazar dih, dil tarasne laga; na pds paisa jo kharid karuh, 
na ji cbdbe ki muft mdhguh. Isi t^^rah apne dil ko tasalli detd 
liud ki agli dukan se luhgd chald jdtd thd. Akhir takat na rain 
aur pet men dg lagi, nazdik thd ki luh badan se nikle. Ndgdh do 
jawan ko dekhd ki libds ^Ajam kd pchne, aur hath pakre chale dte 
haih. Un ko dekh kar khush hud ki ye apne mulk ke insan bain, 
sbdyad surat dshna hoh, in se apna ahwdl kabuhgd. Jab nazdik 
de to mere don oh birddar-i-hakiki the; dekh kar nipat shdd hud, 
shukr Khndd kd kiyd ki Khudd ne abru rakh li, ghair ke dge hdth 
na pas&rd. Nazdik jd kar saldm kiyd aur bare bhdi kd hdth 
cbumd, inhoh ne mujhe dekhte hi ghul o shor kiyd, mahjhle bhdi ne 
tamahcha mdrd ki maih larkhard kar gir pard. Bare bhdi kd dd« 
man pakra ki sbdyad yeh himdyat karegd, is ne bhi Idt mdii, 

Gharadh donoh ne mujhe khub khurd kham kiyd, aur Hadhrat 
Yusuf ke bhdiyoh kd sd kam kiyd. Harchand mnih ne Khudd ke 
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wds^e dije anr ghigyayfi^ hargiz rahm na kkaya. Ek khilkat 
ekattki hui, sab ne puchha is ka kya gunah bai ? Tab bhaiyon ne 
kaha^ yeh haram-zada bamare bhai ka naukar tba^ so us ko darya 
men dal diya^ aur mal asbab sab le Hy£. Ham mnddat se talasli 
men tbe, aj is siirat se nazar aya. Aur raujh se puehbte the ki ai 
zalim ! Yeh kya tere dil men aya ki bamare bbai ko mar khapaya ! 
Kya un ne taksir ki tlii ? Un ne tujh se kya bura siiluk kiya tha 
ki apna raukhtar banaya tha ? Pher un donoh ne apne giribaii 
chak kar dale, aur be-ikhtiyar jhuth muth bhai ki khatir rote the, 
aur lat mukki mujh par karte the. 

Is men hakim ke peyade Ae, in ko dahta ki kyauh mArte ho ? 
Aur mera hath pakar kar kotwal ke pas le gae. Ye donoh bbi satb 
chale aur hakim se bhi yehi kaha^ aur bataur rishwat ke kuchh de 
kar apna in§af chAha, aur khun-i-na-hakk ka d^awA kiya. IJakim 
ne mujh se puchba. Meri yeh halat tin ki mare bhukh aur mar 
pit ke takat goyAi ki ua tbi, Sar niche kiye khara tha, kuchh 
inuhh se jawab na nikla. ^akim ko bbi yakin hua ki yeh mukar- 
rar khdui bai, farmaya ki ise maidan men le ja kar suli do. Ja- 
hah-pauAh I main ne rupai de kar in ko Yahudi ki l^id se chbo- 
rayA tha, \is ke 'iwadh inhoh ne bhi rupai kharch kar ke meri jan 
ka kasd kiya. Ye donoh hadhir haih^ in se puchhiye ki maih is 
meh sar-i-mu tafawut kahta huh. K^air mujhe le gae, jab dAr ko 
dekha, hath zindagi se dhoe. 

Siwae is kutte ke koi mera rone wala na tha ; is ki yeh halat 
thi ki bar ek adami ke pAoh meh lotta aur chiliatA thA. Koi lakri 
koi patthar se marta lekih yeh us jagah se na sarakla ; aur maih ru- 
ba-Ifibla khara hua Khuda ko kahta thA, ki is wakt meh Teii zat 
ke siwA mera koi nabih jo are Awe aur be gunah ko bachAwe, ab 
Tu hi baobawe to bacbta huh. Yeh kah kar kalima shahadat ka 
parh kar leorA kar gir para. 

KhudA ki hikmat se us shahr ke badshah ko kulinj ki bimdii 
hui, umara aur hakim jam^a hue, jo ^ilaj karte the fAidamand na 
hot A thA. £k buzurg ne kaba ki sab se behtar yeh dawA hai ki 
muhtAjoh ko kuchh khairat karo aur bandiyoh ko AzAd karo, 
dawA se du^A meh bara osar hai. Wohbm bAdsbAbi cbele bandi- 
khAnoh ki taraf daure. 
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Ittifakan ek us maidan kl j^raf &. nikla, izbcliham dekh kar 
m’alum kiya ki kisu ko suli charhafce bain. Yeb sunte hi ghore 
ko dar ke nazdik la kar talwar se tanaben. kat dalm. Q&kim ke 
pe5’adoh ko danta aur tambih ki ki aise wakt men ki Badsliah ki 
yeb halat hai, turn Kbuda ke bande ko katl karte ho ; aur mujhe 
clihor diya ? Tab yeh donoh bhai pher hakim ke pas gae, aur mere 
katl ke wfiste kaha. Shahna ne to rishwat khai thi, jo yeh kahte 
the so karta tba. 

Kotwal ne in se kaha ki khatir jam’a rakbo, ab main aisa kaid 
karta huh ki ap se ap mare bhukhoh ke mar jawe, kisu ko Wiabar 
na ho we. Mujhe pakar lae aur ek goslie men rakha. Us sliahr 
se bahar kos ek par ek pahar tba ki ffadhrat Sulaiman ke wakt men 
deoh ue ek kua tango tarik us men khoda tba, us ka nam Zindan-i- 
Sulaiman kahte the. Jis par bam gbadhab i-badshahi hota^ use 
wahah mahbus karte, woh khud ba-khud mar jata. Alkissa rat ko 
ehiipke yeh donoh bbai aur kotwal ke dande mujhe us pahar 
par le gae, aur us gbar meh dal kar apm khatir jam'a kar ke phire. 
Ai Badshah ! yeh kutta mere sath cbala gaya, jab mujhe kue 
meh giraya, tab yeh us ki mehd par let raha. Maih andar 
be-hosh para tba, zara surt ai to maih ne apne taih murda ^ayal 
kiya aur us makan ko gov samjba. Is meh do shakhsoh ki awaz 
kail meh pari ki kucbh apas meh batch karte haih. Yehi m^alum 
kiya ki Munkir Nakir haih, mujh se suwal karne ae haih. Sur- 
surahat rassi ki suni, jaise kisu no wab^h lutkai. Maih hairat 
meh tba, zamm tatolta to haddiyah bath meh atm. 

fi*ad ek sa^at ke awaz chapar cbapar muhb cbalane ki mere 
kan meh ai, jaise koi kuehh khata bai. Maih ne pucbha ki 

ai Khuda ke bando ! turn kauu ho? Khuda ke waste batao. We 

hahse aur bole, yeh zindau Mehtar Sulaiman ka hai, aur 

bam kaidi haih. Maih ne un se puehha ki maih jita biih ? Pher 

kbilkhila kar hahse aur kaha, ab talak to tu zinda hai, par ab 
marega. Maih ne kaha, ki turn kya kbate ho? Mujhe bhi tbora 
sa do. Tab jhunjhla kar khali jawab diyd aur kucbh na diya. 
We kha pi kar so rahe ; maih mare dh^uf o na-tawani ke gbash meh 
para rotfi aur Khuda ko yad karta tba. IjLibla-i-»dlam ! sat din 
darya meh aur etne din bhfiiyoh ke buhtan ke sabab dana muyassar 
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na aya ; ^alavva^ kliaae ke badle mar pit kbai^ aiir aise zindan 
men phansa ki sdrat riliai ki mutlak khaydl men bM na ati thi. 

Akhir jan-kandani ki naubat pahunchi^ kahbu dam ata kabhu 
nikal jata tha ; lekin kabbu kabhu adhi rat ko ek shakhs atd aur 
ru-mal men rotydn aur pani ki surahi dori men bandh kar la^ka 
deta aur pukarta. We donon adami jo mera pds mahbus the le 
lete aur khate pite. If par se kutte ne hamesha yeh ahwal dekhte 
dekhte ^akl daurai^ ki jis tarah yeh shakhs ab o nan kue men latka 
detd hai^ tu bbi aisi fikr kar ki kuchh us be-kas ko jo merd kha- 
wind hai azuka pahuhcbe to us ka dam bache. Yeh khayal kar 
ke shahr men gaya^ nau-bai ki dukan, men mimbar par girde 
ehune hue dhare the, jast mar kar ek kulcha muhh men liya aur 
bhaga. Log piehlie daure, dhele marte the, lekin us ne nan ko 
na obhora. Adami thak kar phire, shahr ke kutte pichhe lage, 
un se larta bhirta roti ko bachde is chah par aya, aur nan ko andar 
dal diya. Roz-i-raushan tha, main ne roti ko apne pas para dekha 
aur kutte ki awaz suni. Kulche ko utha liya, aur yeh kutta roti 
phehk kar pani ki talash men gaya. 

Kiel gaoh ke kin are ek burhiyd ki jhopri thi, thilya aur badhna 
pani se bhara hua dhara tha, aur woh pir^zau charkha katti thi. 
Kutta kuze ke nazdikgaya, chaha ki lote ko utha we, 'aurat ne dahta, 
lota muhh se chhuta, ghare par gird, matka phuta, baki basan 
lurh gae, pani bah chala. Burhiya lakri le kar marne ko uthi ; 
yeh sag us ke ddman men lipat gaya, us ke paoh par muhh malne 
aur dum hilane lagd, aur pahar ki tara£ daur gaya; pher us ke pas 
d kar kabhu rassi utbata, kabhu dol muhh meh pakar kar dekbata, 
aur muhh us ke kadmoh par ragarta, aur ahchal chadar ka pakar 
kar khmchta. Khuda ne us ^aurat ke dil meh rahm diya ki dol 
rassi ko le kar us ke ham-rah chali. Yeh us ka ahchal pakre ghar 
so bahar ho kar age age ho liya* 

Akhir us ko pahar hi par le aya : ^aurat ke ji meh kutte ki is 
harakat se ilham hua ki is ka miyah mukarrar is ghar men giriftdr 
hai, shayad us ki khatir pani ohahta hai. Gharadh pir-zan ko liye 
hue ghar ke muhh par aya. ^Aurat ne lota pani ka bhar kar rassi 
se latkaya, maih ne woh basan liya aur ndn ka tukra khaya, do tm 
ghoht pani piya, is pet ke kutte ko radhi kiyd. Kkuda ka shukr 
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kar kar ek kiaare par baitha aur K^uda ki ra^mat ka mimtadhir 
tha, ki dekhiye ab kya hota hai ? Yeh haiwaa be-zaban isi taur se 
nan le ata, aur burhiya ke hath pam pllwata. Jab bbathyaron ne 
dekha ki kutta hamesha roti le jata hai, taras kha kar mukarrar 
kiya ki jab ise dekhte ek girda is ke a.^e phehk dote ; aur agar 
woh ^aurat pani na lati, to yeh us ke basan phor dalta ; lachar woli 
bill har roz ek surahi paiii ki de jati. Is rafik ue ab o nan se men 
khatir jam^a ki, aur ap zindan ke muhh par para rahta. Is tarah 
chhar mahine guzre : lekin jo adami aise zindan men rahe ki dunya 
ki hawa us ko na lage us ka kya hal ho ! Nira post o ustukhwaii 
mujh men baki raha. Ziudagi wabal hui, ji men ata ki ya Ilahi ! 
yeh dam nikal jawe to behtar hai, 

Ek roz rat ko we donoh kaidi sote the ; merd dil umand aya, 
be-ikhtiyar rone laga, aur Khuda ki dargah men nak-ghisni karne. 
Pichhle pahar kya dekhta huh, ki Kh uda ki kudrat se ek rassi gliar 
men latki, aur awaz sahaj men suni, ki ai kam-bakht bad-nasib t 
dor ka sira apne hath men madhbut bahdh aur yahah se nikai. 
Main ne sun kar dil men khayal kiya ki akhir bhai mujh par 
mehrban ho kar lahu ke josh se ap hi nikalue ae, Nihayat khushi 
se us tS'Q^b ko kamar mehkhub kasa; kisu ue mujhe upar kbmcha. 
Bat aisi ahdberi tbi ki jin ne mujhe nikala us ko main ne na 
pahuhana ki kaun hai. Jab main bahar aya tab us ue kaha jald a» 
yahah khare hone ki jagah nahih. Mujli meh takat to na thi, par 
m&re dar ke lurhta purta pahar se niche aya. Dekhuh to do ghore 
zin bahdhe hue khare haih. Us shakhs ne ek par mujhe sawar 
kiya, aur ek par ap charh liya aur age hua. Jate jate darya ke 
kinare par pahuhcha. 

Subh ho gai, us sbahr se das barah kos nikal ae, is jawan ko 
dekha ki opchi bana hua, ^irah baktar pehne, char aine bahdhe, 
ghore par pakhar dale, mep tara£ ghadhab ki nazroh se ghtir kar 
aur hath apna dahtoh se kat kar talwar inayan se kluhcbi aur 
ghore ko jast kar kar mujh par chalai. Maih ne apne tarn ghore 
par se niche gira diy^l aur ghighyane laga, ki maih be-tak§ir huh, 
mujhe kyauh katl karta hai ? Ai sahib-i-muruwat waise zindan 
se mere taih tu ne nikala, ab yeh be-muruwati kya hai? Us ne 
kaha, sach kah tu kaun hai ? Maih ne jawab diya ki maih musafir 
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bun^ na l^kk ki bala men giriftdr ho gaya tba ; tumhare tasadduk 
se bare jita nikla bun. Aur bahut bdten khusb&nad ki km. 

Khuda ne us ke dil men rahm diyfi, shamsbir ko gbilaf kiyaaur 
bold, kbair Kbudd jo cbabe so kare, ja teri jan-bakhsla ki, jald 
sawdr bo, yaban tawakkuf ka makan nalun. Ghoron ko jald kiya 
aurchale; rah mm afsos khatd aur paohtata jata tba. Zubr ke 
wakt tak ek jazire men ja pahunche. Waban ghore se utra, mujhe 
bbi utara ; zin khu-gir raarkabon ki pith se khola aur charne ko 
cbbor diya, Apni bhi kamar se hathyar khol dale aur baitha ; 
mujh se bold, ai bad-nasib ! ab apnd ahvvdl kah to m’alum bo ki tu 
kaun bai. Main «e apiia nam o nisban bataya, aur jo jo kuchh 
bita biti tbi us se akbir tak kabi. 

Us jawdti lie jab meri sar-guzasbt sab suni, rone lagd, aur 
mu^dtib hud, ki ai jawan! ab mera majara sun. Main kannya 
Zerbad ke des ke Raja ki bun, aur wob gabru jo Zinddn-i-Sulaimati 
men kaid bai, us ka nam Bab ram and bai, mere pita ki mantii ka 
beta bai. Ek roz Mabaraj ne ag3»a di ki jetne rdja aur kunwar 
bain, maidan man zer jharokbe nikal kar tir-andazi aur ehaugdn- 
bdzi karen, tau ghor-cbarhi aur kasb bar ek ka zaliir ho. Main 
Ranf ki nen jo raeri mdta thin atari par ojbal men baithi thi aur 
ddiyan aur sabeliydn hddbir tbin, tamdshd dekhti thi. Yeh diwan 
ka put sab men suudar tba, aur ghore ko kawe de kar kasb kar 
raba iha, mujh ko bhayd aur dil se us par rijhi ; muddat talak yeh 
bdt gnpt rakbi. 

Akbir jab babut bydkul huf, tab dai se kaba aur dher sa iu^dm 
diya. Wob us jawan ko kisu na kisu dhab se poshida meri dbara- 
har men le di, tab yeh bln mujhe cbahne lagd. Babut din is 
^isbk mushk men kate. Ek roz cbauki-ddron ne adbi rat ko 
bathyar bdndlie aur mahall men ate dekh kar use pakm aur Rdja 
se kaba. Use bukm l^tl ka kiya ; sab arkdn-i-daulat ne kah sun 
kar jan-balAsbi karwdi : tab farmdyd ki is ko Zindan-i-Sulaiman 
men dal do. Aur dusra jawan jo us ke bam-rdh asir bai, us ka 
bhagna bai : us rain ko wob bhi us ke sdtb tba ; donon ko us kue 
men cbbor diya. A'j tin baras hue ki we phanse bain. Magar 
kisd ne nahin darydft kb a ki yeh jawan Rdja ke gliar men kyaun 
dyd tba. Bbagwdn ne men pat rakbi. Us ke sbukrane ke badle 
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main ne apne dpar lazim kiya hai, ki an aur jal us ko pahunchaya 
karun ; jab se athvv^re men ek din ati liun aur ath din ka azuka 
ekattha de jati hiin. 

Kal ki rat Fapne men dekha ki koi manus kahta hai ki shitabi 
II til, aur ghora jora aur kamand aur kuchh nakd kharch ke was^e 
le kar us gbar par ja, aur us bechare ko wahah se nikal. Yeb sun 
kar main chauhk pan aur magan ho kar mardaiia bhes kiya, aur 
ek sandukcha jawahir o ashrafi se bhar liya, aur yeh ghora aur 
kapra jora le kar wahah gai ki kamand se use kbmehuh. Karam 
men tere tha ki waisi kaid se is tarah cbhutkard pawe ; aur mere is 
kartab se mahram koi nalhh ; sbayad wob koi deoia tha ki terr 
mnkblisi ki khatir mujhe bbijwaya. Khair jo mere bhag men tha 
so hua. Yeh katba kah kar puri kachauri mas ka salan ahgochbe 
se khola, pable kand nikal ek katore men ghola aurarak bed-mushk 
ka us men dal kar mujhe diya. iMaih ne us ke hath se le kar piya^ 
pher thora sa nashta kiya. B^ad ek sa^at ke mere tarn lung 
bahdhwa kar darya men le gai, kaihchi se mere sar ke bal katre, 
nakhun liye, nehla dhula kar kapre pehnae, nae sar se adami banaya. 
Main dogana shukrane ka ru-ba-Kibla ho kar parhne laga, woh 
naznih meri harakat ko dekhti rain. 

Jab namaz se farigh hua puchhne lagi, ki yeh tu ne kya kam 
kiya? Main ne kaha, jis Kh alik ne sari khilkat ko paida kiya, aur 
tujh SI mahbuba se meri khidmat karwai, aur tere dil ko mujh par 
mehrban kiya, aur waise zindan se khalas karwaya, us ki zat la- 
sharik hai ; us ki main ne ^ibadat ki, aur bandagi baja laya, aur 
ada-i-shukr kiya. Yeh bat sun karkahne lagi, turn Musalman ho? 
Main ne kaha shukr alhamdu Ulldh. Boll mera dil tumhari baton 
se khush hua, mere turn bln sikbao aur kalima parhao. Main ne 
dil men kaha alhamdu Ulldh ki yeh hamare din ki sharik hiu. 
Gharadh main ne Ld ildha illa-AKdh, Mn1),ammadur Rasul-Vlldh 
])arha, aur us se parhwaya. Pher wahah se ghoroh par sawar ho 
kar ham douoh chale. Rat ko utarte to woh zikr diu iman ka 
karti aur sunti anr khush hoti. Isi tarah do mahine tak paihatn 
shabaua-roz cliale gae. 

Akhir ek wilayat meh pahuhche ki darmayan saihadd imulk-i- 
Zerbdd aur Sarandip ke thi : ek shahr nazar ay a, ki abadi meh 
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Istambol se bara, aur ab o hawa balmt kbtisli aur muwafik. B6d- 
shah us shahr ka Kisra se ziyada 4dil aur r^aiyat-parwar dekh kar 
dil nipat sbad bua, Ek haweli kbariil kar ke bud o bfish mukarrar 
ki. Jab kai din men ranj-i-safar se asuda hue, kuchh asbab 
^aruii durust kur ke us bibi se muwafik shar^a-i-Mubiammadi ke 
nikah kiya aur rahne laga. Tin sal men waban ke akabir o asagbir 
se mil jul kar 'itibar baham pahuhebaya, aur tijarat ka tMth 
phailay^. Akhir Waban ke sab saudagaroh se sabakat le gaya. 
Ek roz Wazir-i ^Azam ki khldmat men salam ke liye cbala; ek 
inaidan men kasrat khalk-Ullab ki dekhi, kisu se puchha ki kyaun 
etna izdiharn bai? M^ilum bua ki do sbakhsen ko aind aur cbori 
karte pakra hai, aur sbayad khun bhi kiya bai, un ko sangsar karne 
ko lae baiii. 

Mnjbe sunte in apna ahwal yad ay^i ki ek din mujbe bbi isi 
^•jrah suli charhane le gae the, Kh nda ne baclia liya. Aya ye kaun 
haihge ki aisi bald men giriftar hue bain ? M^alum nahm ki rast 
hai ya meii tarah tubmat men giriftar hue bain. Bhir ko cbir kar 
andar ghusa, dekha to yebi mere donoii bhai haifi ki tundiyan 
kase sar o pa barahna un ko lij^e jate haih. Un ki siirat dekhte 
hi khun ne josh kiya aur fcaleja jala; muhassiloh ko ek 
muttln asbrafiyah dm aur kaha, ki ek sa^at tawakkuf karo, aur 
wabah se gbore ko sarpat phehk kar hakim ke gbar gaja. Ek 
dana yakut-i-be-bahd ka nazr guzrana, aur in ki sbafa^at k£. 
!^akim ne kaba, ek shakbsiii ka mudd^ai hai, aur in ke gunah sdbit 
hue haih, aui badshah ka hukm ho cbuka hai, main laoliar huh. 

Bare bahut miunat o zari se hakim ne mudda'i ko bul wd kar 
pahch bazar rupai par radhi kiya, ki woli d'awa khun kd mu4£ 
kare- Maih ne rupai gin diye, aur lad'awa likhwd liya, aur aisi 
bald se mnkhlisi dilwai. Jahah-pandh ! in se puchhiye ki sach 
kabta huh yd jhuth baktd huh. We donoh bbai sar niobe kiye 
sharminda se khare the. Khair in ko chhorwa kar ghar meh Idyd, 
l^mmam karwa kar libds pebenwaya, diwan-khane meh makan 
rabne ko diya. Us martaba apne kabite ko in ke ru-ba-ru na 
kiya; in ki khidtnat meh hddhir rahta, aur iu ke satb khana. 
kbata, sone ke wakt gbar meh jata. Tin baras tak in ki khatir- 
daii meh guzri, aur in se bhi koi harakat-i-bad wak’i na hui ki 
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bail’s raDjidagf ka howe : jo main sawar ho kar kalnn jata to yeh 
ghar men rahte. 

Ittifakan woh.bibi nek-bakht ek din hamm^m ko gai thi, jab 
diwan-khane men ai koi mard nazarna para. Us ne burk’a utara ; 
sbayad yeh manjhla bbai leta bua jagt& tha^ dekhte hi 4shik hua. 
Bare bhai se kaha^ donon ne mere mar dalne ki babam salah ki. 
Main is ^rakat se mutlak khabar na raklita tha^ balki dil men 
kahta tha, ki alhamdu lilldh is martabe ab tak inboii ne kiichh 
nisi bat nabin ki, ab in ki wadh^a durust Imi, sliayad gliairat ko 
kam farmaya. Ek roz b^ad kbane ke bare bhai sahib ab-dida hue 
aur apne watan ki t^arif aiir Iran ki khubiyaii bayan karne lage. 
Yeh sun kar ddsre bhi bisurue lage, Maiii ne kaba, agar irada 
watan ka hai to behtar, main tabb mardhi ke bun, meri bin yehi 
arzu hai. Ab iiishd Alldh*Ta' aid main bhi ap ki rikab men chalta 
huh. Us bibi se donon bhaiyoh ki Uddsi ka mazkur kiya, aur 
apna irMa bbi kaba. VVoh ’akila boli, tumjano, lekin pher kuchli 
daglia kiya chaiite baiii; yeb tumhare jan ke dushrnan baiii, turn 
ne sarip astin men pale baiii, aur in ki dosti ka bbarosa rakhte ho ! 
Jo ji cbahe so karo, lekin muziyoh se khabar-dar raho. Ba«har 
takdir, there Wse men taiyari safar ki kar ke khima maidan men 
istad kiya. Bara kafila jam^a hua, aur meri sardari aur kafila- 
bashi par rMhi hue. Acbehhi sa'at dekh kar rawana hua; lekin 
in ki taraf se apui janib meii ho^hyar rahta, aur sab surat se 
farmah-bardari aur dil-jui in ki kart^., 

Ek roz ek manzil men mahjhle bhai ne -mazkur kiya, ki ek 
farsakh is makan se ek cbasbma jari hai raanind Salsabil ke, aur 
maidan men ^ud-rau kosdh talak lala o nafarmah aur nargis o 
gulab phula hai. Waki'i ajab makan sair ka hai : agar apna 
ikhtiyar hota to kal wahaii ja kar tafrih tab Pat ki karte, aur 
mahdgi bbi raPa hoti. Maiii bold, ki sahib mukhtar haih, far- 
raao to kal ke din makam karah ; aur wabah chal kar sair karte 
phireh. Ye bole, azdh che behtar ? Main ne hukm kiya ki sare 
kahle men pukar do ki kal makam hai. Aur bakawal ko kahd, ki 
hiadhiri kism ba-kism fi taiyar kar, kal sair ko cbalehge. Jab 
§ubh hui, in donon biradaroh ne kapre peben kamar bdhdh kar 
mujhe ydd dilaya, ki jald thandhe than<J« chaliye aur sair kijiye. 

a 2 . 
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Main iie saw an inaiigi : bole ki pa-piyada jo Intf sair kahota hai so 
sawaii men m^alurn, nafaron ko kah do gliore dorya kar le aweri. 

Donon ghulamon ne kalj^an aur kahwa-dan liya, aiir s^ith hue. 
E.ah men tir-andazi karte htie ehale jate the; jab kafile se dur nikal 
gae^ek ghulam ko inlioii ne kisi kam ko bheja. Thon dur age barh 
kar dusre ko bhi us ke bulane ko rukhsat kiya. Kam-bakhti jo ai 
mere muhh men jaise kisii ne muhr de di ; jo we chahte the so karte 
the, aur mujhe baton men parcbae live jate the ; magar yeh kutla 
sath rah ^aya tlia. Babut dur nikal gae, na chaslima nazaravana 
gulzar, magar ek maidan i-pur-kbar tha ; wabah miijlie mahdgi lagi, 
main dam lene kobaitba. Apne picbhe cbamak talwar ki si dekhi ; 
mur kar dekhuh to manjhle bhai sahib ne mujb par talwar mari ki 
ear do-para ho gaya. Jab talak boluh, ki ai zalim ! mnjbe kyauh 
marta hai ? bare bbai ne shahne par lagai. Donofi zakbm kari lage, 
teoru kar gira ; tab in donoh be-rahmoh ne ba-kbatir-jam^a mere 
taui chiir zakbrrii kiya aur lahu bihan kar diya. Yeh kutta mera 
ahwal dekh kar in par bhapka, is ko.bhi gbail kiya. B^ad us ke apne 
hat lion se ajine badanoh men zakbmon ke nisban kiye, aur sar o pa 
barahna k«itile men gae, aur zahir kiy^ ki hnramiyoh ne us niaidan 
meii barnare bbai ko s-hahid kiya, aur ham bbi lar bliir kar zakbmi 
hue. Jaldi kucb karo, iiabiii to ab karawah par gir kar sab ko 
iiahgiya leiige. Katile ke logon iie Baduoh ka mim jo suna wohhm 
bad-hawass hue, aur gbabra kar kuch kiya aur ehal nikle. 

Mere kabile ne suluk aur khubiyah on ki sun rakhih thin, jo 
jo innjli se daghaeh km thui ; yeh waridat in kaziboh se sun kar 
jald Wianjar se apne taiii hilak kiya aur jan ba-Hakk taslim hui, 
Ai darvvesho ! us IGiwaja-i-sag-j arast ne jab apni kaifiyat aur 
inusiliat is tarah se yahah tak kabi, sunte hi mujhe be-ilAtiyar 
roua aya. Woh saudagar dekh kar kabne laga ; Kibla-i->alam ; 
agar be-adabi na boti to barahna ho kar main apna sara badau 
khol kar dekliata. Tis par bbi apni rasti par giriban mohdhe 
talak chir kar dekhaya. Waki^i, char ungal tan us ka bi-^gbair 
zakbm ke sabit na tha. Mere hudhur sar se ^amama iitara; 
kliopvi men aisa baj^a garba para tha ki el^anar satnucba us men 
sumawe. Arkan-i-daulat jetne ha^ir the sab ne apni ihkheh 
band kar lih, t^kat dekhne ki na rabi. 
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Pher Khvvaja bola, ki Badshah salarnat ! jab ye bhai apni 
danist men mera kam tamam kar ke ciiale gae^ ek tara£ main aur 
ek taraf yeh sag mere nazdik zakhtni ])ara tha. Lahu etna 
badan se gay a ki mutlak takat aur bosh kuchh baki na tha; 
ky^ januh dam kahah atak laha tha ki jita tlia. Jis jagah main 
para tha wilayat-i-Sarandip ki sar-hadd tbi, aur ek shahr bahut 
abad us kekarib tha ; us shahr men bara but-khana tha. aur wahah 
ke bad>hah ki ek beti thi, nihdyat kabul-surat aur sahib i-jamdl. 

Aksar badshah aur shah-zade us ke ^ishk men kharab the, 
Wahah rasm hijab ki na thi, is se woh iarki tamam din hamjo- 
liyoh ke sath sair shikar karti phirti. Harn se nazdik ek bad- 
shahi bagh tha : us roz padshdh se ijazat le kar usi bagh men ai tin. 
Sair ki khatir us maidan men phirte phirte a nikli ; kai khawaseh 
bhi sath sawar thin. Jahah main para tha am, mera karahna sun 
kar pas khan hum, Mujhe is halat men dekh kar we bhagm aur 
Shahzadi se kaha, ki ek mardua aur ek k»'tta lahu men shor bor 
para hai. Un se yeh sun kar ap Malika mere sar par ai, afsos kha 
kar kaha, dekho to kuchh jdn baki hai ? Do char daiyoh ne utar 
kar dekha aur ^ardh ki, ab talak to jita hai. Turat farmaya ki 
amanat kaliche par leta kar bagh men le ehalo. 

Wahah le ja kar jarrah sarkar ka bula kar mere aur mere kulte 
ke ^ilaj ki khatir bahut takid ki, aur umidvvar in^ara o bakhshish ka 
kiya. Us hajjam nesara badan mera pohcbh pahchh kar khak o khuh 
se pak kiya, aur sbarab se dho dha kar zakhmoh ko tahke marhain 
lagaya aur bedmushk ka ^arak paiu ke badle mere halk men qhuaya. 
Malika ap mere sirhane baithi rahti, aur rneri khidmat karwati 
aur tamam din rat raeh do char bar kuchh shorba ya sharbat apne 
hath se pilati. Bare mujhe hosh aya to dekha ki Malika nihayat 
afsos se kahti hai, kis zalim khuh-khwar ne tujh par yeh sitam 
kiya, bare but se bln na dara. B^ad das roz ke ^arak aur sharbat 
aur m^ajiinoh ki kuwat se maih ne ahkh kholi ; dekha to Indar ka 
Akhara mere as pas jam^a hai aur Malika sirhane khan hai. £k 
ah bhaii aur chaha ki kuchh harakat karuh, takat na pai. ^Pad- 
shahzadi mehrbam se boll, ki ai ^Ajami ! khatir jam^a rakh, kurh 
mat, agarche kisu zalim ne tera yeh ahwal kiya, lekin bare but ne 
mujh ko tujh par mehrban kiya hai, ab changa ho jawegi. 
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Kasam us Khuda ki 30 Wahid aur La-sharik hai, main use 
dekh kar plier be-hosh ho gaya : Malika ne bbi daryaft kiya aur 
gulab-pash se guldb apne hath se chhirka. Bis din ke 'arse men 
zakhm bhar ae aur augur kar lae. Malika^ hamesha rat ko jab sab 
so jate, mere pas ati aur kbila pild jati. Gharadh ek chill© men 
gliusl kiya : Padshah-zadi iiihayat khush hui, hajjam ko iu’dm 
bahut sa diya, aur mujh ko poshak pehenwai. Khuda ke fadhl se 
aur khabar-giri aur sa^i se Malika ki khiib cba^ chauband hudj aur 
badan nibayat taiyar hua, aur kutta bhi farbeb bo gaya. Roz 
•mujhe sharab pilati aur bateh sunti aur khush boll. Main bbi ek 
adh nakl ya kabani aimtbi kab kar us ke dil ko bahlata. 

Ek din puchbne lagi, ki apna ahwal to bay an karo ki turn kaun 
ho, aur yeh waridat turn par kyauhkar hui ? Main ne sara majara 
apnd awwal se akhir tak kab sunaya. Sun kar rone lagi aur boll, 
ki ab main tujb se aisa suluk karuhgi ki apni sari musibat bhul 
jawega. Main ne kaba, Khuda tumbeh salamat rakhe, turn ne nae 
sar se meri jah-bakhsbi ki hai, ab main tumhard ho raha huh j 
wdste Khuda ke isi t^rah hamesha mujh par apni inebrbdni ki 
nazar rakbiyo. Gharadh tamam rat akeli mere pds baitbi rahli, aur 
auhbat rakbti, B^idhe din dai us ki bhi sath rabti, bar ek tarah 
ka zikr mazkur sunti aur kabti. Jab Malika utb jati aur main 
tanha bota, taharat kar kone men cbhup kar namaz parh letd, 

Ek bar aisa ittifak hud ki Malika apne bap ke pas gai tin, main 
khatir jam^a se wu^bu kar ke namaz parh raha tha, ki acbdnak 
Shab-zadi dai se bolti hui ai ki dekheh ^Ajami is wakt kyd karta hai, 
sold hai ya jagtd hai ? Mujhe rnakan par jo na dekbd, ta^ajjub men 
hui, ki ain yeh kahah gaya hai ? Kisu se kuobh lagga to nabih lagayd ! 
Kona kutbra dekline lagi aur talash karne lagi. Akh ir jab ah main 
namaz kar raba tbd, wahah d nikli; us larki ne namdz kabhu kahe 
ko dekbi tbi, chupki kban dekbd ki. Jab mdih ne namaz tamam kar 
ke du'a ke liye hath uthaya aur sijde meh gaya, be«ikhtiyar khil- 
khila kar hahsi aur boli, kyd yeh ddami sauddi ho gayd, yeh kaisi 
kaisi liarakateh'kar rabd hai? 

Maih hahsne ki dwaz sun kar dil meh dara. Malika age a kar 
puchhne lagi, ki ai •^Ajami 1 yeh tu kyd karta thd, main kuchh 
jawdb ua de saka. Is meh ddi boH, bald Idh, tere fadke gai, mujhe 
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3'on m^aliim hola haikiyeh shakhs Miisalman Lai, aur Lat Manat 
ka dushman Lai, andekhe Khuda ko pujta Lai. Malika ne yeh sunte 
hi hath bath par raara, bahut ghusse hiu ki main k} a j^nti thi ki 
yeh Turk hai, aur hamare khudaoh se munkir hai; tabhi hamire but ke 
ghadhab men para tha. Main ne na-hakk is ki parwarish ki aur apne 
ghar men rakha. Yeh kahti hiu chali gai ; main sunte hi bad-hawass 
hua ki dekhiye ab kya suluk kare. Mare khauf ke nihd uchat ho 
gai, sobh tak be-ikhtiyar royd kiya aur ahsuoh se muhh dhoya kiya. 

Tin din rat isi khauf o rijd men rote guzre, hargiz ahkh na jhap- 
ki. Tisn shab Malika sbarab ke nishe men makhraur aur dai sath 
liye mere makan par ai. Ghusse men bhan hui aur tir kaman hath 
men liye bahar cbaman ke kinare baithi. Dai se peyala sbarab 
kd mdhg*a; pi kar kaha, daiya, who ^Ajarai jo hamare bare but ke 
kahr men giriftar hai, mua ya ab tak jita hai? Dai ne kaha, 
balaiya luh, kuehh dam bakt hai. Boll ki ab woh hamarf nazroh se 
gira, lekin kah ki babar awe, Dai ne mnjhe pukara, main daura ; 
dekhuh to Malika ka ehehra mare ghusse ke tamtama raha hai, aur 
Burkh ho gay a hai, Ruh kalib men na rahi, salam kiya aur hath 
bdhdh kar khara hua, Ghadhab ki nigah se mujhe dekh kar dai se 
boll, agar main is din ke dushman ko tir se maruh, to meri khata 
bara but mu^af karegd ya nabih ? Yeh mujh se bara gunah hua hai 
ki main ne use apne ghar men rakh kar khattir-daii ki, 

Ddi ne kaha, Badshah-zadi ki kya taksir hai ? Kiichh dushman 
jdn kar nahih rakha, turn ne is par taras kbaya ; turn ko neki ke 
^iwadh neki milegi, aur yeh apne badi ka samra bare but se pa ra- 
faeg^. Yeh sun kar kaha, dai ! ise baithne ko kah, dai ne mujhe 
isharat ki ki baith ja,maih baith gayd. Malika ne aur jam sbarab 
ka piya aur dai se kaha, ki is kam-bakht ko bin ek peyala de, tau 
dsani se mai a jdwe. Dai ne jam diya ; main ne be 'u?r piyd aur 
falam kiya ; hargiz meri taraf nigah na kf, magar kau-afikhiyoh se 
chori chori dekhti thi. Jab mujhe surur hua kuehh sh^ir parline 
laga, az-ah jumla ek bait yeb bin parbu 

Kabu men huh main tei e, go ab jiya to pher kya ? 

^an jar tale kisu ne tuk dam liyd to pher kyd ? 

Sun kar muskurdi aur ddi ki dekh kar boll, kyd tujbe 

nmd dti hai ? Dai ne mardhi pa kai* kaha, ki hah mujh par khwab 
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ne ghalba kiy a hai. W oh to ru^sat ho kar J ahannam wasil Mi. B^ad 
dam ke Malika ne peyala mujh se manga, main jald bbar kai* 
ru-ba-ru le gaya. Ek ada ae mere hath se le kar pi liya ; tab main 
kadmon par gira ; Malika ne hath mujh par jhar^ aur kahne lagi, 
ai jahil ! hamare bare but men kya burai dekhi jo ghaib Khuda ki 
parastish karne laga? Maihjne kaha^ insaf shartbai, tukghuur far- 
inaiye ki bandagi ke laik woh Kbukda ki jis ne ek katre pani se turn 
sd mahbub paidakiya, anr yeh Msn o jamal diya ki ek an men haza- 
roh in^an ke dil ko diwana kar dalo. But kya chiz hai ki koi 
ns ki piija kare ? Ek patthar ko sang-tarashoh ne garb kar surat 
banal aur dam ahmakoh ke waste bichhaya. Jiu ko Shaitan ne war- 
ghulana hai, we masn’u ko san^i jaute haih. Jise apne hathoh se 
banate haih us ke age sar jhukate haih. Aur ham Musalman haih, 
jis ne hameh bana) a hai ham use mante haih ; un ke waste Doz- 
akh, aur hamare liye Babisht banaya hai. Agar Badshah-zadi iman 
Kh uda par lawe tab us ka maza pawe, aur hakk o batil meh fark kare 
aur apne^itikad ko ghalat samjhe. 

Bare aisi aisi nasihateh sun kar us sang-di! ka dil mulaim bua. 
Khuda ke fadhl o karam se rone lagi aur boll, achchha mujhe bin 
apna din sikhao. Maih ne kalima talkin kiya; un ne ba-sidk-i-dil 
parha, aur tauba istigbfar kar kar Musalman hui. Tab maih uske 
paoh para : subh tak kalima parhti aur istighfar karti rahi ; pher 
kahne lagi, bhala maih ne to tumhara dm kubdl kiya, lekin ma bdp 
kafir haih, in kd kya ^ilaj ? Maih ne kaha, tumbari bala se, jo jaisa 
karega waisa pawega. Bob', ki mujhe chacha ke bete se mansub 
kiya hai, aur woh but-parast hai; kal ko Khuda na-khwasta by ah 
ho atir woh kafir mujh se mile to bari kabdhat hai. Is ki fikr 
abbi se kiya chahiye, ki is bala se nijat pauh. Maih ne kaha, turn 
bat to m^akul kahti ho, jo mizaj meh awe so karo. Boll, ki ab maih 
yahah na rahuhgi, kahih nikal jauhgi ? Maih ne puchha kis surat 
bhagne pdogi, aur kahah jaogi? Jawab diya, ki pahle turn 
mere pds se jao, Musalmanoh ke sath sara meh ja raho, tau sab 
ddami suneh aur turn par guman na le jaweh. Turn wahah kish- 
tiyoh ki talash meh raho, jo jahaz ^Ajam ki taraf chale mujhe 
^abar kijiyo; maih is waste dai ko tumhare pas aksar bheja 
karuhgi; jab tumkahla bhejoge maih nikal kar auhgi aur kishti par 




Jzdd BaMkt Bdihhdh hi Sar^guzasht. 106 


sawdr ho kar chali jaungi, ia kam-bakht be-dmon ke hath se mukh- 
lisi pauhgi. Main ne kaha, tiimhaii jan o iman ke kuiban hna ; dai 
ko kya karogi? Boli, is ki fikrsahl hai, ekpeyale men zahr-i-halahal 
piladuhgi: Yehi salah mukkarrar hiu. Jab din hua main karawah- 
sara men gaya, ek hujra kirae Uya aur ja raha. Us judai men fukat 
wasl ki tawakVu par jita tha. Jab do mahine men saudagar 
Bum o Sham o Isfahan ke jam^a hue, irada kueh ka tail ki rah se 
kiya^ aur apna asbab jahaz par chariiane lage. Ek j-' gah rahne 
se aksar dshua-surat ho gae the, mujh se kahne lage, kyauh sahib ! 
turn bhi chalo, yahah Kufristan men kab tak rahoge, main ne 
jawab diya ki mere pas kya hai 30 apne watan ko jauh? Yehi 
ek laundi, ek kutta, ek sanduk bisat men rakhta huh. Agar thori 
si3’agah baith rahne ko do, aur is ka naul mukarrar karo to meri 
khatir jam^a ho, main bhi sawar huh. 

Saudagaroh ne ek kotliri mere taht meh kar di, maih ne us ke 
naul ka rupiya bhar diya ; dil-jam^i kar kar kisu bahane se dai ke 
ghar gaya aur kaha, ai amnia ! tiijh se rukhsat hone aya huh, ab 
watan ko jata hiih. Agar teri tawajj'uh se ek nazar Malika ko 
dekh luh to bari bat hai. Bare dai ne kubul kiya : maih ne kaha, 
maih rat ko auhga, fulaue makan par khara rahuhga. Boll ach- 
chha. Maih kah kar sara meh aya, sanduk aur bichhaune uthakar 
juhaz meh lava aur Na-khuda ko sohp kar kaha, kal fajr ko apni 
kaniz ko le kar auhga. Na-khuda bola, jald aiyo, subh ham 
langar uthawehge. Maih ne kaha, bahut khiib. Jab rat hui, usi 
makan par jahah dai se w^ada kiya tha, ja kar khara raha. Pahar 
rat gsie mahall ka darwazu khula, aur Malika maile kuchaile kapre 
pehne ek peti jawahir ki liye bahar nikli ; woh petari mere hawale ki 
aur sath chali. Subh hote kinare darya ke ham pahuhohe, ek 1 am- 
bot par sawar ho kar jahaz meh ja utre; yeli wafa-dar kutta bid 
sath tha. Jab subh khub raushau hui langar ujhaya aur rawana 
hue; ba-l^atir jam^a chale j’ate the. Ek bandar se awaz topoh ki 
shalak ki ai. Sab hairan aur fikrmand hue ; 3‘ahaz ko langar kiya 
aur charcha hone laga, ki kya Shah-bandar kucbh dagba karegd, 
top chhorne k£ kya sabab hai ? 

Ittifakan sab saudagaroh ke pas khub-surat lauhdiyah thih ; 
Shah-bandar ke khauf se ki inabada chldn le sub ne kaidzakoh 
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ko ^andiikon men band kiya. Main ne bln aisa In kija ki apnf 
Sh^i-zadi ko sanduk men bitba kar kufl kar diva. Is ^arse men 
Shah-bandar ek ghurdb par ba-ma^e nauk*ar chakr baitha hua nazar 
ay a; ate ate jahaz par a charha. Shayad us ke ane ka yeh sabab 
tha ki Badshah ko daike marne ki aur Malika ke ghaib hone ki jab 
khabar m^iilum hui, mare ghairat ke us kd to nam na liya, magar 
Sl)ab-band >r ko hukni kiya, ki main ne sund hai "Ajami saudagar- 
on ke pas lanndiydn khub khub bain, so main Shdli-zddi ke 
wdste liya ehahta hun ; turn un ko rok kar jetni laundiydn jahaz 
men boh, hudhtur men hddbir karoge. Unbeh dekli kar jo pasand 
dwehgi, un ki kimat di jdegi, nabm to wapas bohgi, 

Ba-mujib hukm Bddshah ke yeb Shdb-bandar is liye dp jabdz 
par ayd. Aur mere nazdik ek aur shakbs tbd, us ke pas bin 
ek bdhdi kabul-surat sanduk men band tbi. Sbdh-bandar usf 
sanduk par d kar baitbd aur lauhdiyoh ko nikalwdue lagd. 
Main ne IChudd ka sbukr kiya ki bbala Bddsbab*zddi kd muzkur 
nabm. Gbardh jetni laundiydn pdm Shah-bandar ke ddamiyoh ne 
nao par cbarham. Aur kbud Shdb-bandar jis sanduk par baitha tha, 
uske malik se bbi bafiste bahste pucbba ki tere pds to bhi lauhdi 
tbi : us ahraak ne kaba, dp ke kadmoh ki saiigand, main ne yeh 
kdm nabih kiyd, sabboh ne tumbdre se lauhdiyah sandukoh 
men chhupam bain. Shdb-bandar ne yeh bat sun kar sab sandu- 
koh ka jhdra lend shur^ukiya. Mera bin sanduk kbola aur Malika 
ko nikal kar sab ke sath le gaya. ^Ajab l^arah ki mayusi hui ki 
yeh aisi harakat pesh di ki leri jan to muft gai aur Malika se 
dekhiye kya suluk kare. 

Us ki fikr meh apiu bhi jan ka dar bbul gaya ; sare din rat 
Khiidd se du*a mdhgta rabd. Jab fajr hui, sab lauhdiyoh ko kisbti 
par sawar kar ke Ide ; saudagar khusb hue, apni apni kanizakeh 
lih ; sab aih magar Malika un meh na thi. Maih ne pucbha ki 
meri lauhdi nabm ai, is kd kya sabab hai ? Unhoh he jawab diya 
ki bam wakif nabm, sbayad Badsbdb ne pasand ki bogi. Sab 
sauddgar mujhe tasalli aur dilasa dene lage, ki khair jo bud so hud, 
tu kurh mat, us ki kimat ham -sab bibri kar kar tujhe dehge. 
Mere kawass bdkbta ho gae. Main ne kabd, ki ab maih ^Ajam 
nabih jane ka ; kisbti waloh se kaba, yaro ! mujhe bhi apne sdth 
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le chalo, kinare par utdr diji3'0. We radhi hue, main jahaz se utar 
kar ghurab men a bai^ba, yeb kutta bbi mere Bath ehala aya. 

Jab bandar meii pahuncha, ek §anduk<*ba juwahir ka 30 Malika 
apne sath lai thi, use to rakb liya, aur sab asbab Shah-bandar ke 
naukaron ko diya, aur main jasusi men bar kahm pbirne laga ki 
shayad khabar Malika ki paun, lekin bargiz suragh na mila aur na 
is bat ka pata paya. Ek rat ko kisu makr se Bddshah ke bh 1 
mahall men gaya aur dhundha, kucbh khabar na mill. Karib ek 
mabme ke sbahr ke muhalle aur kuche chban mare, aur us gbamm 
se apne tarn karib bilakat ke pahunchaya, aur saudai b & pbirne 
laga. Akhir apne dil men khai al kiya, ki ghalibbai Shah-bandar ke 
ghar men meri Badsbah-zadi howe to bowe, nahin to aur kabm 
nahin. Shah- bandar ki haweli ke gird pesh dekbta pbirta tba, ki 
kabin se bhi j*dne ki rah paun to andar jaun, 

Ek badarrau nazar pan ki muwafik adami ki amad raft ke hai, 
magar jali ahaiu us ke dahdne par jari hai, Yeb kasd kiya ki is 
badarrau ki rah se chalun ; kapre badan se utfire aur us najis 
kichar men utra. Hazar niihnat se us jali ko tora aur sandas ki 
rah se chor mahall men gaya. ^Auraton ka sa libas bana kar har 
taraf dekhne bh^lne laga. Ek makau se awdz mere kan men parf 
jaise koi munajat kar raba hai. Ageja kar dekhuii to Malika hai 
ki ^ajab halat se roti hai, aur nak-ghisni kar rain hai, aur Khudd se 
du»a mahgti hai, ki sadke apne Basul ke aur us ki al-i-pak ke mujhe 
is kufristan se nijat de, aur jis shakhs ne mu3’he Islam ki rah hatai 
hai us se ek bar khairiyat se mila. Main dekhte hi daur kar paon 
par gir para ; Malika ne mujhe gale laga liya ; ham donon par ek 
dam be-boshi ka >alam ho gaya. Jab hawass baja hue, main ne 
kaifiyat Malika se puehhi ; boH, jab Shah- bandar sab lauiidiy’^on ko 
kinare par le gaya, main Khudd se yehi du4 mangti thi, ki kahm 
merfi raz fash na ho, aur main pahchfini na jauh, aur teii jan par 
fifat na awe. Woh aisa Satiar hai ki hargiz kisu ne na daryaft 
kiya ki yeh Malika hai ; Shdh’^handar har ek ko ba-nazar-i-kharfd« 
dri dekhta tha. Jab meri ban hui, mujhe pasand kar kar apne 
ghar men chupke bhej diya, auron ko Padshdh ke hu^ur guzrana. 

Mere hap n^ jab un men mujhe na dekha, sab ko rukh^at kiya ; 
yeh sab par pech mere waste kiya tha. Ab yoh mashhur kiya hai 
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ki Padtjhah-zadi Laliut bimar hai : agar main zahir i:a luu to koi 
din men mere marne ki khabar sare mulk men uregi, tau bad- 
nami Badshah ki iia ho we. Lekia ab main is ^azab men huh ki 
Shah-bandar mujh se aur i»ada dil min rakhta hai, aur hamesha 
s;^th sone ko bulat^L hai, main ladhi nahm hoti. Az-bas-ki chahta 
hai, ab tak meri ridha-mandi manzur hai, lihaza chup ho rahta 
hai. Par hairan huh, is tarah kahah tak nibhegi ; so inaih ne bhi 
31 meh yeh thafiraya hai ki jab mu jh se kuchh aur kasd karega to 
maih apni jan duhgi aur mar rahuhgi. Lekin tere milne se ek 
aur tadbir dil meh sdjlu hai, Khuda chahe to siwae is Hkr ke dusri 
koi tarah mukhlisi ki nazar nahiii ati. 

Maih ne kaha, farmao to, woh kaiin si fcabhir hai? Kahne 
lagi, agar tu sa^i aur inihnat kare to ho sake. Maih ne kaha, maih 
farmah-bardar huh, agar hukm karo to jalti ag meh kud paruh, 
aur sirhi pauh to tumhai i khatir asman par chala jauh, 30 kuchh 
farmao so baja lauh. Malika ne kaha, tu bare but ke but-khane 
meh ja, aur jis jagah jutiyah utarte haih, wahah ek siyah tat 
para rahta hai. Is mulk ki rasm hai ki 30 koi muflis aur muhtaj 
ho jata bai, us jagah woh orh kar baithta hai ; yahaii ke log 30 
ziyarat ko jute haih, muwafik apne apne makdur ke use dete haih. 

Jab do char din meh raal jam^a hota hai, Pande ek ]AiPat bare 
but ki sarkar se de kar use rukhsat karte haih, woh tavvangar ho 
kar chala jata bai, koi naluh m^alum karta ki yeh kaiiu tha. Tu 
bhi ja kar us palas ke niche baith, aur bath muhh apna ]^ub tarah 
chhupa le aur kisii se na bol. B^ad tin din ke Bahman aur but- 
parast Ivarehand tujhe khiPat de kar rukhsat kareh, tu wahah se 
hargiz na u^h. Jab uihayat minnat kareh tab tu boliyo ki mujlie 
rupiya paisd kuchh darkar nahm, maih mal ka bhtikha nahm, maih 
mazlum bun, faryad ko aya huh ; agar Barahmanon ki mata meri 
dad de to behtar, nahm to bara but mera insaf karega aur us zalim 
se yehi bara but meri faryad ko pahuhcbega. Jab tak woh ma 
Bdhmanoh ki ap tere pas na awe, bahutera koi manawe, tu radhi 
na hujiyo. Akhir laehar ho kar woh khud tere nazdik awegi ; 
woh bahut burhi hai, do sau ohalis haras ki ^umr hai, aur chhattis 
bete us ke jane hue but-khane ke sardar haih, aur us kd bare but 
ke pas bara daraja hai. Is sabab us ka etna bara hukm hai ki 
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jetne chhote bare is rnulk ke hain us ke kahne ko apni sa’adat 
jdnte bain, jo woh farmati bai, l>a sar o ebaghra mante bain. 

Us. ke b’ad woh Barabmanon ki mata jab tera sab ahwal 
puebbe to ki.hyo ki main ^Ajam ka rabne wala bun, bare but ki 
ziyarat ki khatir aur tumhari ^adalat sun kar kale koson se yabah 
ay a bun. Kai dinoh aram se raha : men bibi bbi mere sath ai 
tbi, woh jawan bai, aur surat sbakl bbi acbebbi bai aur ahkh nak 
se durust hai j m^alum nahin ki ShAh-bandar ne use kyauhkar 
drkba, ba-zor mujh se cbbin kar apne ^har men clal diya. A nr 
bam Musalmanoh ka yeh ka^ida bai, ki jo na-mahram ^aurat ko 
in ki dekbe ya cblun le, to wajib hai ki us ko jis tarah ho mar 
clalen aur apni joru ko le len, aur nabin to khana pina cbhor deh, 
kyaun ki jab tak woh jita rahe wob ^aurat kbawind par haram 
hai. Ab yabah lachar ho kar aya bun, dekhiye turn kya insaf 
karti bo. Jab Malika ne yeh sab sikba parba diya, ma^ih rukhsat 
ho usi tab-dan ki rah se nikla, aur woh jali abam pher la^a df. 

Subh bote but-kbane men gay a aur wob siyah palas orb kar 
baitha. Tin roz men etna ru]>ya aur asbrafi aur kapra mere 
nazdik jam^a bua ki ambar lag gaya. Chanthe din Pande bbajan 
karte aur gate bajate kbirat live mere pas ae aur rukbsat karne 
lage Main radhi na bua, aur dobai bare but ki di, ki main gadai 
karne naliih aya, balki insaf ke liye bare but aur Barahmauoh ki 
inaia ke pas aya biih ; jab tak apni dad na pauhga y^abah se na 
jauhga. We sun kar us pir-zal ke ru-ba-ru gae, aur mera ahwal 
bay an kiya. B'ad us ke ek ebaube aya, aur mere tain kahne laga, 
.ki chal mata bulati bai. Main wohhih tat kala Bar se paoh tak 
orlie hue dihre men gaya. Dekhta bun ki ek jar^iu singliasan par, 
jis men Fal, almas, aur moti, muhga laga hua bai, bara but baitha 
hai ; aur ek kursiy-i-zarrih par farsh-i-m^akul bichha hai ; us par ek 
burhiya siyah-posh masnad takye lagae, aur do larke das barah baras 
ke, ek dabne ek baeh, shari o shaukat aur tajammul se bai tin bai. 
Mujbe age bulaya ; main adab se age gaya aur takht ke pae ko bosa 
diyd, pber ns ka d&man pakr liya. Us ne mera ahwal piiehha ; main 
ne usi tarah jis taur se Malika ne t’alim kar diya tba zahir kiya. 

Sun kar boli ki kya Musalman apni istriyoh ko ojhal men 
rakhte hain ? Main ne kaha, hah, tumliare bachchofi ki khair ho. 
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yeh bamari rasm-i-kadim hai. Boll, ki tera achckba mazliab bai 
main abhi ^ukm karti bun ki Shah-bandar ba-ma^e teri joru 
kar hadhir bota bai^ aur us gedi ko aisi siyasat karun ki bar-i- 
digar aisi harakat na kare^ aur sab ke kan khsire bon aur daren. 
Apne logon se pucbhne lagi ki Sh&h-bandar kaunhai? Us ki yeh 
majal hui ki begani tirya ko ba zor chhin leta hai ? Logon ne 
kaha^ ki ful^nd shakhs hai. Yeh sun kar un donon larkon ko 
(jo pas baithe the) farmaya, ki jaldi is manus ko sdth le kar Pad- 
shah ke pas jao, aur kaho, ki mata farmati hai ki hukm bare but 
ka yeh hai, ki Shah-baiidar adamiyon par zor ziyadati karta hai, 
chunanche is gharib ki ^aurat ko chhin liya hai, us ki taksir bari 
sabit hui. Jald us gum-rah ke mal ka t^xlika kar kar is Turk ke 
(ki bamara mankur-i-nazar hai) hawale kar, nahin to aj rat ko tu 
satyanas boga, aur hamdre ghadhab men parega. We donon tifl 
uth kar mandil se bahar &e aur sawar hue, sab Pande sankh bajate 
aur arti gate jilau men ho Uye. 

Gbaradh wahah ke bare chhote, jahah un larkon ka paon parta 
tha, wahah ki mitti tabarruk jankar utha lete, aur dhkhoh se lagate. 
Usi tarah Badsbah ke kiPe tak gae. Badsbab ko khabar liui, nange 
pdoh, istikbal ki kbatir nikal aya, aur un ko bare man mahat se le ja 
kar apne pas takht par bithaya aur puchha, aj kyauhkar tasbriE 
farmana hua? Un donon Brahman-bachoh ne ma ki taraf se jo 
kucbh sun ae the kaha, aur bare but ki khafagi se daraya. 

Padshah ne sunte hi farmaya, bahut khiib, aur apne naukaroh 
ko hukm kiya, ki muhassil jaweh aur Shah-bandar ko ba-m^ie us 
'aurat ke jald hudiur men hadhir kareh, to main taksir us ki ■ 
tajwiz kar ke saza dun. Yeh sun kar main apne dil men ghabraya 
ki yeh bat to achchhi na hui ; agar Shah-bandar ke sath Malika 
ko bhi la wen to parda fdsh hoga, aur merd kya ahwal hoga ? Dil 
men nibayat khauf zada bo kar Khuda ki feraf ruj'u ki, lekin 
mere muhh par hawaiyah urne lagih, aur badan kahpne laga. 
Larkon ne yeh mera rang dekh shayad daryaft kiya ki yeh 
is ki mardhi ke muwafik na hua. Wohhm khafa o barbam bo 
kar uthe aur Padshah ko jhirak kar bole, ai mardak ! tu diwana 
hua hai jo farmah-bardaii se bare but ki nikla, aur hamare bachan 
ko jhuth samjlia, jo donon ko bnlwa kar ta^^ik kiya chdhtd hai ? 
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Ab khabar-dar, iu ghadhab men bare but ke para ; ham ne tujhe 
^ukin pahimclia diya, ab tu jan aur bard but jane. 

Is kahne se Padshah ki ^ajab ^lat hui ki hath jor kar khara 
ho gaya, aur sar se paoh tak r'asha ho gaya. Minnat kaj* ke ‘ 
manane lagd, ye donoh hargiz na baithe, lekin khare rahe. Is 
men jetne amir umara wah.'ih hadhir the, ek muhh ho kar bad- 
goi Shah-bandar ki karne lage, ki woh aisa hi haram-zada, bad -kar, 
aur pdpi had, aisi aisi harakateh karta hai, ki hii^ur men Padshah 
ke kya ^ardh kareh ? Jo kuchh Barahmanoh ki mdta ne kahla 
bheja hai durust hai, is wa^^te ki hukm bare but ka hai, yeh darogh 
kyauhkar hoga ? Padshah ne jab sab ki zabani ek hi bat suni, 
apne kahne se babut khajil aur nadim hua. Jald ek khil^at pakiza 
mujhe di, aur hukm-nama apne hath se likh kar us par dasti muhr 
kar kar mere hawale kiya, aur ek ruk^a madar-i-Barahmanah ko 
likha aur jawahir ashrafiyon ke khwan larkon ke rd-ba-ru pesh- 
kash rakh kar rukhsat kija. Main khusbi ba-khushi but-khane 
men aya aur us burhiya ke pas gaya. 

Padshah ka khatt jo aya tha, us ka yeh madhmun tha, alkab 
ke b’ad bandagi ^ijz o nnyaz likh kar likhd tha, ki muwafik hukm 
hudhur ke is mard-i-Musalmaii ko khidmat Shab-bandar ki rauk- 
arrar hui, aur ^iVat di gai. Ab yeh us ke katl karne ka mukhtar 
hai, aur sara mal o arnwal us kd is Turk ka hua, jo cbabe so kare. 
Umidwar huh ki meri taksir mu4f ho. Barahmanoh ki ma ne 
khush ho kar farmdya ki naubat-khane meh but-khane ki naubat 
baje. Aur pahch sau sipahi baik-andaz (jo bal bahdhi kaun 
mareh) musallah mere bam rah kar dive, aur hukm kiya ki bandar 
meh ja kar Shah-bandar ko dast-gir kar ke is Musalman ke hawale 
kareh, jis tarah ke ^azdb se is ka jf chabe use mdre ; aur khabar-dar 
siwae is 'aziz ke koi mahall-sara men dakhil na howe ; aur us ke mal o 
^izane koamanat is ke sapurd kareh. Jab yeh ba-khusbi rukbsat 
kare rasid aur safi-nama is se le kar pbir aweh, aur ek sire pao but-i- 
buzurg ki sarkar se mere tarn de kar sawar karwd kar wid»d kiya. 

Jab maih bandar meh pabuhcha, ek adami ne barb kar Sbah- 
bandar ko Hiabar ki; woh hairan sd baitba tba ki maih ja pabuh- 
cha. Ghu§sa to dil meh bbar hi rahatha, dekhte hi Shdb-baudar ko 
talwar kbihch kar aisi gardan meh lagai ki us ka sar alag bhutta sd 
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iir gfa^ a. Aiir wahan ke jynmaslite, khizanchi, rniishrif, daroghon 
ko pnkarwa kar sab daftar dhabt kiye, aur main mahall men dakhil 
hna, Malika se mulakat ki, apas men gale lag kar roe aiir shukr 
IQioda ka kiya. Maiii ne ns ke, us ne mere &hsn ponehhe ; pher 
baliar masnad par baith kar ahl-karon ko kbiraten dm, aur apni 
apni kliidrn atoll par sab ko bahal kiy^. N aukar aur ghulamon ko sar- 
farazi di. We log jo mandap se* mere sath miita^aiyan hue the, 
har ek ko in^am bakhshish de kar, aur un ke jam^a-dar, risala-dar kn 
jore pehna kar rukhsat kiya ; aur jawahir hesb-l^imat aur than nur- 
bafi aur shal-bai'i aur zar-dozi aur jins o tuhfe har ek mulk ke aur 
nakd bahut Sa Padshah ki nazr ki khatir aur muwafik har ek uma- 
raoh ke darja ba-darja, aur Pandyain ke liye aur sab Pandon ko 
taksim karue ki khatir apne sath le kar b^ad ek hafte ke main but- 
kade men ay a, aur us raata ke age ba-tarik bheht ke rakha. 

Us ne ek aur khiPat sarfarazi ki mujhe bakhshi aur khitab 
diya. Pher Padshah ke darbar men ja kar pesh-kash guzrfoi, aur 
jo jo zulmofasad Shah-bandar ne ijad kiyd tha us ke maukuf karne 
ki l^atir ^ardh ki. Is sabab se Padshah aur amir, saudagar, sab 
mujh se ra^i hue, bahut nawazish mujh par farmai, aur khiPat aur 
ghora de kar mansab jagir ^inayat ki, aur abru hurmat bakhshi. 
Jab Padshah ke hudhur se bahar ayd, sliagird-peshoh ko aur ahl- 
karoh ko etna kuchh de kar radhi kiya ki sab mera kalima parhne 
lage. Gliaradh main bahut muraffali-ul-hal ho gaya, aur nihayat 
chain o drdm se us mulk men Malika se ^akd bandh kar rahne laga, 
aur Khiida ki bandagi karne laga. Mere insaf ke ba'is r'aiyat 
parja sab khush the. Mahine men ek bar biit-khane men aur Padshdh 
ke hu^ur ata jata ; Padshah roz ba-roz ziyada sar-tarazi farmatd. 

A'khir musahahat men mujhe dakhil kiya, mere be-salah koi 
kam na karta ; nihayat be-fikri se zindagf guzarne lagi : magar 
Khuda hi jaiita hai, aksar andesha in donoh bhaiyoh ka dil med ata 
ki we kahan hoiige, aur kis tarah honge. B’ad niuddat do haras ke 
ek kaiiia saudagaroii ka- mulk-i-Zerbad se us bandar men aya, we 
sab knsd ^Ajam ka rakhte the; unhon ne yeh ehaha ki darya ki rah 
se apne mulk ko jawen. Wahan ka ka’ida yeh tha ki jo kamwan 
ata, US ka s^dar saughat o tuhfa liiir ek mulk ka mere pas lata aur 
nazr guzranta ; dusre roz main us ke makan par jata, dah-yake ba- 
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tank niahsul ke us ke mal sc leta aur parwanagi kuch ki deta. 
Isi ta<rah woh saudagar Zerbad kc bhi men mulakat ko ae aur be-bah& 
pesh-kasb lae ; dusre din main un ke khimc men gaya. Dekha to 
do admi phate purane kapre pebne getbri bukcbe sar par utba kar 
mere ru-ba-ru late bain. £^ad mula^za karue ke pber u^lia ]e jate 
hain^ aur bari mihnat aur khidmat kar mbe bain. 

Main ne khub nijha kar 30 dekha to yehi mere donoii bhai hain. 
Us wakt gliairat aur hamij at ne na chaha ki un ko is tarah khidmat- 
gan men dekhuh. Jab main apne ghar ko chala^ ddmiyoh ko kaba 
ki in donoh shakhsoh ko liye ao. Un ko lae ; pber libas aur poshak 
banwa di aur apne pas rakba. In bad-zaton ne pber mere marne ka 
mansubakar kar ek roz adlu rat men sab ko ghafil pa kar cbottonki 
tarah mere sirbanea pahunebe. Mainne apni jan ke dar se ebauki- 
daron ko darwfee par rakba tha, aur yeh kutta wafa-dar meii char- 
pai ki patti tale sota thi Jon inbonon netalwaren miyan se khm- 
chin, pable kutte ne bhunk kar un par hamla kiya; us ki awaz se 
sab jag pare, main bbi halbala kar cbaunka. Adamiyon ne un ko 
pakra, m^alum hua ki ap Id bain. Sab l^anatyan dene lage, ki 
ba-wujud, is khatir-daii ke yeh kya harakat iu se zubur men ai ! 

Badsbah salatnat I tab to men bbi dara ; masal tnasbbur bai^ ek 
kbata do l^ata, tisii khata madar ba-khata. Dil men yebi salab 
tbahri ki ab in ko mukaiyad karun, lekin agar bandi-khane men 
rakhun to in ka kaun khabar-giraii rabega ? Bhukh pyas se mar 
jaenge, ya koi aur swung laenge. Is waste katas men rakba hai 
ki hamesba meri nazron ke tale rabeh to meri khatir 3am’a rabe ; 
mab&da ankhon se ojbal bo kar kuclib aur makr karen. Aur is 
kutte ki 'izzat aur hurmat is Id namak-haldli aur wafa-daii ke sabab 
hai : Suhhdn Allah ! adami be- waf a bad-tar haiwaii-i-ba-wafa se hai. 
Meri yeb sar-guzasbt thi 30 hudbur men ^ardh ki ; ab kbwab katl " 
farmdiye ya jan-balAshi kijiye, hukm Padsba ka bai. 

Main ne sun kar us jawan-i-ba-iman par afarm ki aur kaba^ ki 
teri muruwat men kuchh kbalal nabin, aur in ki be-hayai aur haram- 
zadagi men bargiz ku^ur nabin : each bai, kutte ki dum ko barah 
baras gar do to bhi terhi ki terlu rabe. Us ke b^ad main ne haki^t 
un barhofi Pal ki (ki us kutte ke pate men the) pucbhi, Khwdja 
bold, ki Pddsbdh ki ^ad 0 bist sal ki ^umr ho, usi bandar men jaban 

H 
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main b^ad tin cb&r sal ke ek roz bald-khfine par mal^l 

ke (ki baland tb&) w&ste sair aur tam&she daryi o i^ra ke main bai- 
th& thi) aur bar taraf dekhtd thi. Na^^&h ek taraf jangal/meb ki 
wah&n sbah-rih na thi^ do &dami ki ta^wir si na^r fif ki chale jdte 
bain, Dur-bin le kar dekhd to ^ajab baiat ke insan dekbfii diye. 
Cbob-daron ko un ke bul&ne ke w&ste daurfiy&. 

Jab we &e m^alum bud ki ek 'aurat aur ek mard hai Bandi ko 
mabaU-sard men Malika ke pds bhej diyd^ aur mard ko ru-ba-ru 
balay&. Dekbd to ek jawdn baras bis bdis ka ddrbi mocbb agbdz 
bai ; lekin dbup ki garmi se us ke cbehre kd rang kdle tawe kd sd 
ho rahd bai^ aur sar ke bal aur bdtbon ke ua^un barb kar ban*, 
rndnus ki §urat ban rabd bai ; aur ek larkd baras tin cbar ek kd 
kdndhe par^ aur do dstmcn kurti ki bhari bum haikal ki ta>rah gale 
men ddle ; ^ajab surat aur ^ajab wadk^a us ki dekbi. Main tie 
iiihdyat hairdu bo kar pucbbd^ ai ^aziz I tu kauu hai^ aur kis mulk ka 
bashinda bai, aur yeb kjd teri hdlat bai ? Wob jawdn be-ikbtiyar 
ronelagdj aur wob bamyam kbol kar mere dge zarniu par rakbf aur 
bold; alfd alfu, wds^e Kbudd ke kuchb khane ko do« Muddat se 
gbds aur bands pattiydn kbatd cbala dta buri; ek zara kuwat mujh 
men bdki nabin rabi. Wonhm ndn o kabab aur sbardb main ne 
mangwd di ; wob kb due lagd. 

Etne men Kbawdja-sara mahall se kai tbailiydn aur us ke kabile 
ke pas se le ayd. Main ne un sab ko kbolwdyd ; bar ek kism ke 
jawdbir dekhe kiek ek ddna un kd khiraj saltanat kd kabd cbdhiye* 
Ek se ek anmol daul men aur tol men aur ab*ddri men ; aur un ki jot 
parne se sdrd makan bukalamun bo gayd. Jab us ne fukrd kbaya 
aur ek jam ddru ka piy d axu’ dam liya, hawass baja hue. Tab main 
ne pucbbd ye pattbar tujbe kahan bdtb lage ? Jawdb diyd; ki merd 
watan wildyat-i-Azarbdijdn bai ; larakpan men ghar bar md Ldp 
sejuddho kar babut sakhtiydn khmcbin^aur ek muddat talak main 
zinda'dar-gor tbd; aur kai hdr Malik-ul-Maut ke panje se bacbd bun* 
Main ne kabd; ai mard-i-ddami ! mufassal kab to m'alum ho. 
Tab wob apnd ahwdl bay an karne lagd; ki merd bap sauddgar- 
pesha thd; hamesba safar Hindustdu o Rum o Chin o Kbatd o 
Firang kd kartd. Jab main das baras kd hud; bdp Hindustan ko 
cbaldj mujbe apne satb le jane ko cbdhd, Harcband wdlida ne aur 
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khila, mumam, phuphi ne kaha ki abhi yeh larka hai^ l&ik safar ke 
nabm hua, walid ne na mana aur kaha^ ki main bufha hu& ; agar 
yeh mere ru-ba-m tarbiyat na hoga^ to yeh hasrat gor men le 
jauhga ; mard-bacha hai, ab na sikbega to kab sikhegd ? 

Yeh kah kar tnujhe khwah «na«kh wah eath liya aur rawana 
hua^ khair o ^afiyat se rah kafi : jab Hindustan men pahuhche 
kucbh jins wabah bechi^ aur wabah ki saughat le kar Zerbad ke 
mulk ko gae. Yeh bhi safar ba-khubi hua ; wah&fi se bhi kharid o 
farokht kar ke jahaz par sawar hue ki jaldi watan men pahuhchen. 
B’ad ek mahine ke ek roz ahdhi aur tuf&n aya^ aur mehh musifi- 
dhar barasne lagd ; sara zamin o asman dhuah-dhar ho gay&, aur 
patwar jahaz ki tut gai. Mu^allim, Nakhudfi sar patakne lage : 
das din talak hawa aur mauj jidharchahti thi liye jati thi; gyarh- 
weh roz, ek pahar se takkar kha ke jahaz purze purze ho gaya. 
Na m^alum hud ki bdp aur naukar chakar aur asbdb kahan gaya. 

Main ne apne tarn ek takhte par dekha : si shabana-roz patra 
be-ikhtiyar ohala gaya. Chauthe din kinare par ja laga ; mujh 
men fakat jah baki thi. Us par se utar kar ghutniyoh 
ohal kar bare kisu na kisu t^rah zamin par pahuhcha. Dur se 
khet nazar ae, aur bahut se adami wabah jam^a the^ lekin sab 
siyah-fam aur nahge madar-zad : mujh se kuchh bole^ lekin main 
ne un ki zaban mutlak na samjhi. Woh khet chanoh kathd, woh 
adami ag ka alao jala kar buhtoh ke hole karte the aur khate the ; 
aur kai ek ghar bhi whan nazar ae. Shayad un ki khordk yebi 
till aur wahm baste the ; mujhe bhi isbarat karne lage ki tu bhi 
kha. Main ne bbi ek mutthi ukhar kar bhunne aur phahkne 
laga j thora sa pani pi kar ek goshe men so raha. 

B^ad der ke jab jaga, un men se ek shakhs mere nazdik dya 
aur rah dekhane laga. Main ne thore se chane ukhar liye aur us 
rah par cbala. £k kaf-i-dast maidan tha^ sahra*i-l^iyamat 

ka namuna kaha chahiye : wobi bunt khata hua chala jdta tha. 
B^ad char din ke ek kiPa na^r aya ; jab pas gaya to ek kot dekha 
bahut baland, tamam patthar kd^ aur har ek alang us ki do do kos ki;, 
aur durwaza ek sang ka tarasha hua, ek kiifl bam sd ja^ thd ; lekin 
wahah insan ka nisban na^ar na pard. Waliah se age chala, ek (ild 
dekha ki us ki j^ak surme ke rang seydh tbi ; jab us ke pdr 
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hu& to ek sliahr na^ar para bahut bar&^ gird ebabr-panah aur ji 
la-jfi burj/ek taraf shahr ke daryfi tbd bore pfit kfi. Jdte j&te 
darwaze par gaya aur biamilldk kah kar kadam andar rakba. Ek 
sbakh? ko dekha posbak abl-i-Firang ki pebne hue kursi par 
baitb& bai. Jon un ne mujbe ajnabi musafir dekba, aur mere 
muhb se hiamilldh suni, pukara ki age ao. Main ne ja kar salam 
kiya : nib&yat mehrbani se salam ka jawab diya ; turat mez par 
p&o-roti aur maska aur murgb ka kab&b aur sbarab rakb kar kabfi^ 
pet bbar kar kbao. Main ne ibora sa kbaya aur piya aur be- 
^habar ho kar soyd. Jab rat hogai tab ahkh khuli^ hath muhh 
dhoy& : pher mujhe kbana kbilaya aur kaba ki ai beta ! apna ahw&I 
kah. Jo kucbb mujh par guzra tha sab kah sunayd. Tab bola 
ki yabah tu kyaun &ya ? Main ne dikk ho kar kaha^ sbayad tu 
diwaua hai % main ne Vad muduat ki mi^nat ke ab basti ki i^urat 
dekhi hai, Khuda ne yabah tak pahuhcbaya, aur td kabtd hai kyaun 
dya. Kahne laga, ab tu avatn kar, kal jo kabna hoga kahuhga. 

Jab §ubh hui, bola, kothri men pbaora aur cbhalni aur tobra 
hail bahar le d. Main ne dil men kaha, ki Khuda jane roti kbila 
kar kya mihi^at mujh se karwaega. Lacbar woh sab nikal kar us 
ke ru-ba-ru laya. Tab us ne farmaya, ki us tile par ja, aur ek gaz 
ke muwafik garha kbod, wabah se jo kucbh nikle is chhalni men 
chhan, jo na chhan sake use tobre men bhar kar mere pas Id. 
Main woh sab cbizeh le kar wabdh gayd, aur utnd bi khod kar 
chhdn chhun kar tobre men ddld ; dekbd to sab jawdhir rang ba- 
rang ke the ; un ki jot se dhkheh chohdhyd gain, Usi tarah thaile 
ko mahhd muhh bhar kar us ^aziz ke pds le gayd : dekb kar bold, ki 
jo is meh bhard hai tu le aur yabdh se jd, ki terd rahnd is shahr meh 
khub nabih. Main ne jawdb diyd, ki sdhib ne apni jdnib meh ban 
luehrbangi ki ki etnd kucbh kankar pattbar diya, lekin mere kis kam 
kd? Jab bbukhd huhgd to na in ko chibd sakuhgd, na pet 
bharegd ; pas agar aur bhi do to mere kis kdm dehge ? Woh mard 
hahsd aur kahne lagd, ki mujh ko tujh par afsos dtd bai ki tu bhi 
hamare mdnind muIk-i-^Ajam kd mutawattio hai, is liye maih 
man’a kartd huh, nahih to jdn tu ; agar j^wdh na-khhwdh terd 
yehi ka|d hai ki shahr meh jduh, to meri ahguthi letd jd : jab 
bazdr ki chauk meh jajwei to ek sha^e sufaid-rish wahah baitha 
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hoga^ aur us ki ffdrat sbakl mnjh se bahut mushabih bai^ merd 
bara bbdi bai. Us ko yeh cbbap dijiyo to wob teii ^abar-giri 
karegfij aur jo kucbb wob kabe usi muwafik kam kijiyo; nabm to 
muft mara jaegd ; aur mera hiikm yabin talak bai, sbabr men 
merd dakhl nabm. Tab main ne wob ^atim us se U, aur salam 
kar kar rukhfat bua. Sbabr men gaya ; babat kha§ia sbabr dekbd ; 
kdcba o bazar saf, aur zan mard be*bijdb, apas men ^arid o faro^t 
karte, sab kbusb-Iibds. Main sair karta aur tamasba dekbtd jab 
cbauk ke cbau-rabe men pabuncba, aisa izdiham tha ki tbali pbenk* 
" iye to adamiyon ke sar par chali jae, Khilkat ka yeb (hath 
bandb raba tba ki adami ko rab cbalna musbkil tbd : jab kuobb 
bhir cbbatij main bbi dbakkam dbakka karta bua age gayd. Bare 
us ^aziz ko dekba ki ek chauki par baitba bai^ aur ek jarad cbummak 
rd-ba-rd dbava bai. Main ne ja kar salam kiya aur wob mubr df : 
nazar-igliadbab se meri taraf dekba aur bold, kyaun td yabdn dyd, 
apue tain bald men 4dld ? Magar mere be-wukdf bbdi ne tujbe 
man^a na kiya tbd ? 

Main ne kahd, unbon ne to kaba lekin main ne na mand ; aur 
tamdm kaifiyat apni ibtida se intihd fcak kab sundi. Wob sbakh? u^bd 
aur majbe sath le kar npne gbar ki t^raf chald : us kd makdn bdd* 
sbdhon kd sd dekhtie men dyd, aur babut se naukar chdkar us ke tbe. 
Jab khalwat men jd kar baitba, ba-mulayamat bold, ki ai farzaud f 
yeb kyd td ne b^i^^kat ki ki apne pdon se gor men dyd ? Koi 
bbi is kam-bakht tibsmati sbabr men atd bai ? Main ne kaba, 
main apnd ahwdi peshtar kab cbukd bdn, ab to kismat le di ; lekin 
shafakat farmd kar yabdn ki rab o rasm se mttaPa kijiye, to 
m^ildm kardn ki is wdste turn ne aur tumbdre bbdi ne mujbe 
man^a kiyd. Tab wob jawdn-mard bold, ki bddsbdh aur tamdm 
rais is sbabr ke rdndc bue bain, ^ajab kd im kd rawaiya aur 
mazbab bai. Yabdn but-khdne men ek but bai ki Sbaitdn us ke 
pet men se ndm aur zat aur din bar kisd kd baydn kartd bai : pas 
jo koi gbarib musdfir did bai bddshdb ko kbabar boti bai, use maa« 
dap men le jdtd bai, aur but ko sijda karwdtd bai. Agar daudwat 
ki to bebtar, nabm to becbdre ko daryd men dubwd detd bai. 
Agar wob cbdbe ki daryd se nikal kar bbdge, to us ke ^adhd aise 
pbdl jdte bain ki cbal nabm saktd; aisd tilism is sbabr men bandya 
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bai. Mujh ko ten jawini par rahm dta hai ; magar teri khatir ek 
tadbir kartd hdni ki bbala koi din to tu jitfi rahe^ aur is ^azab se 
bache. 

Main ne puchhi, woh kya surat taj^iz ki hai ? Irshdd ho. 
Kahne lagS tujhe kat-khudd karuh, aur Wnzir ki larki ten khfitir 
byah lauh. Main ne jaw£b diya, ki Wazir apni beti mujh se 
muflis ko kab degfi, magar jab un ka dm kubul kartih ? So yeh 
mujh se na ho sakegd. Kahne laga^ is shahr ki yeh rasm hai ki 
jo koi us but ko sijda kare^ agar fakir ho aur Badshdh ki beti ko 
m&hge, to us ki ^ushi ki khatir hawale kareh^ aur use ranjida na 
kareh. Aur mera bhi Badshah ke nazdik ^itibar hai aur ^aziz 
rakhta hai, lih&za sab arkan aur akabir yahah ke meri kadr karte 
hain. Aur darmaydu ek hafte ke do din but-kade men ziyarat 
ko j&te bain, aur ^ibadat baja Mte haih ; chunanche kal sab jam*a 
howenge, main tujhe le jadhg&. Yeh kah kar khila pila kar sula 
rakha. Jab subh hui mujhe sath le kar but-Wiane ki tai*af ehala ; 
wahah ja kar jo dekha to adami ate jate haih aur parastish karte 
bain. 

Badshah aur amir but ke samne Panditoh ke p£s sar nange kiye 
adab se do-zanu baithe the, aur na-kat-khuda larkiyfih aur larke 
l^ub-sdrat jaise hur o ghilman saff b^hdhe khare the. Tab woh 
>aziz mujh se mukhatib hua, ki ab main jo kahuh so kar. Main ne 
kubul kiya, ki jo farmao so baja lauh. Bola ki pahle Badshah ke 
hath paoh ko bosa de, b^ad us ke Wazir ka daman pakar. Main ne 
waisd hi kiy^. Badshah ne puchhd, ki yeh kaun hai, aur kya 
kaht& hai ? Us mard ne kaha, yeh jawau mere rishte men hai^ 
Padshah ki kadam-bosi ki arzu men dur se fiya hai, is tawakk^u 
par ki Wazir us ko apni ghulami men sar-baland kare, agar hukm 
but-i-kaUh ki. aur mardhi hudhur ki howe. Badshah ne puchha, 
ki ham&ra mazhab aur din kubul karega^ to mubarak hai. Woh- 
hfh but-khane ka nakkar-khana bajne lagd, aur bhaii khiPat mujhe 
pebnai, aur ek rassf sey&h mere gale men dal kar khmchte hue but 
ki singhasan ke ige le jd kar sijda karwa kar khard kiy&. 

But se iwiz nikli, ki ai Khwaja-zade ! khub hui ki tu haman 
bandagC men iji ; ab ham&ri rahmat aur 'in£yat ka umid-wfir rah. 
Yeh sun kar sab khilkat ne sijda kiy£ aur zanuu men lotne lage^ 
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aur pakare» dhan hai kyaun na ho^ turn aise bi tbakar bo. Jab 
sbam bui^ Bddshah aur VTazir sawar bo kar Wazir ke mahall men 
d&khil bue, aur Wazir ki beti ko apne t^ur ki rit raam kar ke mere 
^wale kiya^ aur babut b& dan jahez diya^ aur babut minnat-w&r 
hue ki ba^mujib bare but ke use tumhari ^idmat men diyi 
bai* Ek makan men bam donon ko rakha : us uaznm ko jo main 
ne dekha, to filwak’i us ka ^dlam pari ka sa thi, nikh sikb se 
durust. Jo jo khubiyaii padmani ki suui jati bain so sab us men 
maujud thin : main us ko dekb kar babut khush hua. Bat ko so 
raha aur ^lubh ko Padshah ke mujre men hadhir hua. Padshah 
ne ^iPat damadi ki ^inayat ki, aur liukm farmaya ki hamesha 
darb&r men hadhir raha kare. Akhir ko b^ad chand roz ke Pad- 
shah ki musahabat men dakhil hua. 

Padshah meri i^uhbat se nihayat mahzuz hue, aur aksar khiPat 
aur in^am ^inayat karte. Agarchs dunya ke mal se main gbani tha, 
is Tvaste ki meri kabile ke pas etna nakd o jins aur jawahir tha ki 
jis ki hadd o nihayat na thi. Do sal tak bahut ^aisb o £ram se 
guzri. Ittifakan Wazir-zadi ko pet raha : jab satwahsa hua aur 
an-gina mahiiiA guzar kar pure din hue, pireh lagih ; dai-janai di 
to mua larka pet men se nikla ; us ka bis jacha ko charha, woh 
bbi mar gai. Main mare ghamm ke diwana ho gaya ki yeh ky£ 
afat tuti ! Us ke sirhane bai tha rota tha ; ek bargi rone ki awSz 
sare ma^ll men baland hui, aur eharoh taraf se 'aurateh ane lagih. 
Jo ati thi, ek do-hatthar mere sar par marti aur rona shur^u karti, 
Etni randiyah ekatthi hum ki main un men chhup gaya, nazdik 
th& ki jan nikal jawe. 

Etue men kisu ne picbhe se giribau mera kbmch kar ghasi^ ; 
dekhuh to wobi mard-i-^Ajami bai jis ne mujhe byaha tha. Kahne 
laga, ki abmak tu kis liye rota bai ? Main ne kaha, ai zalim, yeh 
tu ne kya bat kabi ? Meri padsbahat lut gai, &t&m khana-dari k£ 
gaya guzra ; tu kabta hai kyaun ghamm karta hai 1 Woh ^aziz 
tabassum kar ke bola, ki ab apni maut ki khatir ro. Main ne 
pable bi tujhe kabA tbd, ki shayad is sbahr men teri ajal le ai hai^ 
so hi hua ; ab siw&e marne ke teri rifaai nabih. Akbir log mujhe 
pakar kar but-kh£ne men le gae : dekha to Padshal^ aur umard aur 
ohhattis firka ra^iyat parj^ wali^ jam'a bain, aur Wazir-zfidi ki 
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mal amwal sab dDara hni ; jo cbiz jis ka ji chalita hni leta bai^ am* 
us ki kimat ke rupai dhar deta hai. 

Gbaradh sab asbab ke nakd rupai hue; iin rnpioii ka jawfibir 
kharida gay a, aur ek sanddkcho men band kiya, aur ek dusre 
i^anduk men nan halvvd aur gosbt ke kabab aur mewa-i-^ushk o 
tar aur kbane ki chizen le kar bbarm ; aur last us bibi ki ek san- 
duk men rakh kar sanduk azuke kd ek unt par ladwayd, aur mujhe 
sawdr kiya^ aur ^andukcha jawahir ka mere baghal men diya ; aur 
sare Barabman age age bbajan karte sankb bajate cbale^ aur pfchhe 
ek ^ilkat mubdrak-badi kahti hui sath ho li. Is taur se usi 
darwaze se ki main pable roz aya tha sbabr ke bahar nikla. Jon** 
bin darogba ki nigah mujb par pan, rone laga aur bold, ki ai kam- 
bakbt ajal-girifta ! meri bat na suni, aur is shahr men ja kar muffe 
apni jan di : meri taksir nabm, main ne man’a kiya tha. Un no 
yeb bat kahi j lekin main to bakka bakkd ho rabd tha, na zaban 
ydri deti thi ki jawab dun, na ausan bajd the ki dekhiye anjdm 
merd kyd bold bai. 

A^ir usi kil^e ke pas jis ka main ne pable roz darwaza band 
dekbd tha le gae, aur bahut se adamiyon ne mil kar kiifl ko khola 
aur tabut aur sanduk ko andar le cbale. Ek Pandit mere nazdfk 
dyd aur samjhane laga, ki manus ek din janam paid hai, aur ek 
roz nas hota hai, dunj’d ka yehi awd gawan hai. Ab yeh teri istirj 
aur put aur dhan aur cbdlis din ka asbab bbojan ka raaiijud bai, 
is ko le aur yabah rah jab tak bard but tujh par mehrban howe. 
Main ne ghus§e men chabd ki us but par aur wabdh ke rahne wdloii 
par aur us rit rasm par Panat karun, aur us Bdhman ko dhaul 
chhakkar karun. Wohi mard-i-^Ajami apni zaban men mau^i hud 
ki khabardar ! bargiz dam mat mdr ; agar kuchh bhi bold to isi wakt 
tujhe jala dehge» Khair jo teri kismat men tha so hud; ab Khudd 
ke karam se umidwdr rah, shayad Alldh tujhe yabdh se jitd nikdle. 

Akhir sab mujhe tan tanhd chhor kar us b5§ar se bahar nikle 
aur darwaza pher mukaffal kar diyd. Us wakt main apni tanhai 
aur be-basi par be-ikhtiydr royd, aur us ^aurat ki loth par Idten 
mdme laga, ki ai murdar ! agar tujhe jante hi mar jand thd byah 
kdhe ko kiya tha, aur pet se kyaun liui thi ? Mdr mur kar pher 
£bupkd baithd. Is men din charba aur dhup garm hui, sar kd 



Azdd Bakht Bddshdh ki Sar-gnzasht, 


121 


bheja pakne lagd^ aur ta^affun ke mare ruh nikalae lagi. Jidbar 
dekhta bun, murdon ki baddiy^n aur sandiik jawabir ke dher lage 
bain. Tab kai sandiik purane le kar nicbe upar rakbe ki din ko 
dhup se aur i;at ko os se bacbao bo^ aur ap pani ki talasb karne 
laga ; ek taraf jbarna sa dekba ki kiPo ki diwar men patthar ka 
tavasba bua ghare ke munh ke muwafik bai. Bare kai din us pdni 
aur kbane se zindagi bui. 

Akhir azuka tamam hua : main ghabraya aur Khuda ki janab 
men faryad ki. Woli ais4 Karim bai ki darwaza kot ka kbula^ aur 
ek murde ko lae ; us ke sath ek pir-mard aya. Jab use bhi ehbor 
kar gae, yeh dil men aya ki is burhe ko mdr kar is ke kh^ne kd 
i^anduk sab ka sab le le. Ek sanduk kd pay a bath men le kar us 
ke pas gaya ; wob bechara sar zanu par dbare hairan baitha tba ; 
main ne pichbe se a kar us ke sar men aisa mara ki sar pbat kar 
magbz ka guda nikal para^ aur filfaur jan- ba- |Iakk tasliai bua. 
TTs ka azuka le kar main kbane laga. Muddat iak yebi mera kam 
tba ki jo zinda murde ke satb ata^ use main m^r dalta^ aur kbane 
ka asbab le kar ba-faragbat kbata. 

B^ad ketni muddat ke ek martaba ek larki tabut ke bam-rah ai 
nibayat kabul-surat. Mere dil ne cbaba ki use bbi martin. Un ne 
mujbe dekba aur mare dar ka be-bosb bo gai. Main us ka bbi 
£^uka utba kar apne pas le aya, lekin akela na kbata, jab bhukh 
lagti kbana us ke nazdik le jdta aur satb mil kar kbata. Jab us 
'aurat ne dekba ki mujbe yeb sbakbs nabin satata, din ba-din us 
ki wahsbat kam bui, aur ram boti cbali, mere makan men ane 
jane lagi. Ek roz us ka ahwal piicbba ki tu kaun bai? Us ne 
jawab diya ki main Badsbab ke Wakil-i-mutlak Id beti bun : apne 
cbacba ke bete se mansiib bui tbi ; sbab-i-^arusi ke din use ktilinj 
hua, aisd dard se tarapne laga ki ek an ki an men mar gaya 
mujbe us ke tabut ke sath la kar yaban cbhor gae bain. Tab us 
ne mera ahwal pucbha. Main ne bbi tamam o kamal ba^au kiy£ 
aur kaba, Kbuda ne tujhe meri kbdtir yaban bheja bai. Wob 
muskura kar chupki ho ralii. 

Isi tarah kai din men apas men mahabbat ziyada bo gai. Main 
ne use arkan Musalmani ke sikhia kar kalima parbaya, aur apni 
bibi banaya : cband roz men wob bui, ek bet^ paida hud. 
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tia baras ke isi ^lurat so gazn : jab larke ka dudh barhay^i 
ek roz bibi se kaha, ki yahan kab talak rahenge^ aur kis 
yahfin ae niklenge ? Woh boll, Khuda nikale to niklen, nabm to 
ek roz yonbCh mar jaenge. Mujhe us ke kabne par aur apue 
rahne par kamal rikkat ai. Rote rote so gaya; ek sbakhs ko 
khwab men dekba ki kaht£ bat, parnale ki rab se nikalnd Hai to 
nikal. Main mare khnshi ke cbaunk^ara aur joru ko kaba, ki 
lobe ki mekhen aur sikhen jo purane sandukon men bain jam^a 
kar kar le ao, to is ko kusbada karun. Gbaradh main us mori ke 
munh par mekh rakb kar pattharon se aisa thonktaki tbak jata. Ek 
baras ki mihnat men woh surakhetna bara hua ki £dami nikal sake* 

B^ad us ke murdoh ki astmoh men achcbbe acbcbhe jawahir 
cbuD kar bhare, aur sath le kar usi rah se ham tmoh bahar nikle. 
Khuda ka shukr kiya, aur bete ko kahdbe par bitba liya : ek 
mahin£ hua hai ki sar-i-rah chhor kar mare dar ke jangal paharoh 
ki rah se chala ata hdh. Jab gursanagi hoti hai gbas pat khata 
bun : kuwat bat kabne ki mujh men nabm. Yeh meii b^ki^t hai 
jo turn ne suni. 

Badsbah salamat I main ne us ki halat par taras khayd, aur 
bammam karwa kar acbchha libas pebenwaya, aur apna naib 
banaya. Aur mere ghar men Malika se kai larke paida hue, lekin 
khurd-sali men mar mar gae, Ek beta pahch baras ka ho kar 
mua, us ke gabmm men Malika ne bbi wafdt pai. Mujhe kamal 
gbamm hud aur woh mulk bigbair us ke katne lagd, dil udas ho 
gayd, irada jam ka kiya. Badshali se ^ardh kar kar khidmat 
Shah-jbandar ki us jawan ko dilwa di. Is ^arse men Badsbah bbi 
mar gaya. Main is wafadar kutte ko aur sab mdl khizana 
jawdhir sath le kar ^lisbapur men a rabd, is waste ki mere 
bhaiyoh ke abwal se koi wakif na howe. Main Khwaja-i-sag- 
parast mashhur hua, aur is bad-nami men dugud mabsul fij tak 
Bddshdh-i-lran ki sarkar men bbarta huh. 

Ittifakan yeh Saudagar-bacha wahah gaya, us ke wasile se 
Jahdh-panah ka kddam-bos kiya. Main ne piiehha, kyd yeh turn- 
hdrd tarzand nahih ? Khwaja ne jawab diya, l^ibla-i-’dlam ! yeh 
merd be^ nahih^ dp hi ki raMyat hai ; lekin ab merdmdlik aur wdri§ 
jo kuchh kahye so yehi hai. Yeh sun kar Sauddgar-bache se nuuh 
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ne pfichhfi, ki tu kis tijir ka larkfi hai, aur fere mfin bap kahan 
rahte bain ? Us larke ne aamfn cbumf aur jin ki amfin mangi anr 
ho\&f ki yeh laundi Sarkar ke Wazfr ki bet( hai. Mera bap hu- 
dhtir ke ’itdb men ba-sabab isi Khwdja ke Talon ke par&^ anr hukm 
yon liu& ki agar ek s£l tak us ki hit kursf-naslifn na hogi to jan se 
m&ri jawega. Main ne sun kar yeh bbes bandyd aur apue tain 
Nishfipur pahuncb^ya. Khuda ne Kbwaja ko ba-m^e kutte aur 
Talon ke hii^ur men hadhir kar diya. Ap ne tamam a^wal sun 
liyi, umidwar hun ki mere burhe bap ki mu^lisi ho. 

Yeh bayaa Wazir-zadi se sun kar Khwaja ne ek ah ki, aur 
be-ikhtiyar gir para. Jab gulab us par chhirka gay& tab hosh 
men &y&, aur bola, ki hai kam-ba^ti ! etnf dur se yeh ranj o 
mihnat khiheh kar main is tawkk'u par aya thd^ ki is Saudagar- 
bache ko mutabanna kar kar apna farzand karuhga^ aur apne mal 
mat4 ka is ko hiba*nama likh dunga^ to mera nam rahegfi aur sara 
4lam ise Khwaja-zada kahega ; so mera ^ayal kham huiS aur 
biTaks kdm hua. In ne ’aurat ho kar mujh mard-i-pir ko khardb 
kiya^ main randi ke charitr men pard ; ab merf woh kahawat hui, 
ghar men rahe na tirath gae^ muhd muhdd fadLihat bhae. 

Alkissa mujhe us ki be-karari aur nala o z&n par rahm aya. 
Khwdja ko nnzdik buldyd aur kan men muzhda us ke wasl ka 
sunaya^ ki ghamgin mat ho^ usi se teri shadi kar dehge : Khuda 
chabe to aulad teri hogi, aur yehi teri malik hogi. Is khush- 
khabari ke sunne se filjumla us ko tasalli hui. Tab][maih ne kahd^ 
ki Wazir-azadi ko mahall men le jao, aur Wazir ko bahdi-khane se 
le ao, aur hammam men nehlao, aur khiTat sar-fardzi ki pehndo, 
aur jaldi mere pas lao. Jis wakt Wazir aya, lab*i-farsh tak us ka 
istikbdl farmdya, aur apnd buzurg jan kar gale lagaya, aur nae sar se 
^lamdan Wizarat ka ^inayat farmdyd ; aur Khwaja ko bhi jagir o 
mansab diyd, aur 8a'at-i«sa^id dekh kar Wazir-zddi se nikdb 
parhwa kar mansub kiya. 

Kai sal men do be^e aur ek beti us ke ghar men paidd hue. 
Chunanehe bard beta MaIik-ut«Tujjdrhai,aurchhotdhamdri sarkar 
kd mu^tdr hai. Ai Darwesho I main ne is liye yeh nakl tumhare 
sdmne ki, ki kal ki rat do fakiroh ki sar-guzasht main ne suui thi^ 
ab tarn donoh bhi jo bdki rahe ho yeh samjho ki ham asi makan 
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men baithehain^ aur mujhe apna khadim aur isghar ko apod takya 
jdno. Be-waswas apni apni sair ka a^wal kaho, aur chande mere 
pas raho. Jab faMron ne Padshah ki taraf se bahufc kha^ir-d^ri 
dekhi^ kalme lage^ ]^air jab turn ne gadaon se ulfat kf^ to bam 
donon bbi apna majara bayaii karte haih^ sunye. 


Sair T£sre Daewesh kI. 

Tisra Darwesh kot bahdh baitha^ aur apni sair ka bayan is 
se kame laga— 

Aljwal is fakir ka, ai dostah, suno; 

Y*ain jo mujh pa biii hai woh dastan suno. 

Jo kuehh ki Shah-i-^Ish^ ne mujh se kiya suluk, 

Taf§il-war karta bun us ka bayah, suno. 

Ki yeh kamtaiin Padsliah-zada ^Ajam ka hai. Mere Waliy-i« 
n’imat wabah ke Pddshah the, aur siwae mere koi farzand na 
rakhte the. Main jawani ke 4lam men mui^ahiboh ke sath chaupar^ 
ganjifa, shatranj, ta^ta-i-nard khela karta, ya sawar ho kar sair o 
shikar men mashghul rahta. Ek din ka yeh majara hai, ki sawari 
taiyar karwa kar aur sab yar ashnaoh ko le kar maidan ki t^raf 
nikla. Baz, bahri, jurra, basha, surkhab. aur titaroh par urata hua 
dur nikal gy&. ^Ajab t^rah ka ek kit’a pahar ka nagar aya, ki 
jidhar nigah jati thi kosoh tak sabz aur phdloh se lal zamin nazar. 
&ti thi. Yeh samah dekh kar ghoroh ki bageh dal diyah, aur 
kadam kadam sair karte huechale jate the. Nagah us ^ahra men 
dekha ki ek kala hiran us par zar-baft ki jhul, aur bhahwar kali 
murass^a ki, aur ghuhgru sone ke zar-dozi pate men take hue gale 
men pare, khatir^jam^a se us maidan men (ki jahah insan ka dakhl 
nahih, aur parinda par nahih marta) charta phirta hai. Hamare 
ghoroh ke sum ki ahat pa kar chau*kana& hua aur sar utha kar 
dekha, aur ahista ahista chala. 

Mujhe us ke dekhne se yeh shauk hua ki rafikoh se kaha ki 
turn yahfh khare raho, main use jita pakrdhga ; khabardfir, turn 
kadam age na barhaiyo : aur mere piche na aiyo ; aur ghord meri 
r&nohtaleaisaparind tha, ki bdrha biranoh ke upar daura ka^r un ki 
kurohh&loh ko bhul& kar hathbh se pakar pakar liey the. Us ke 
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'akab dauraya ; woh dekh kar ehhalangeh bharne laga aur lia\va 
bua. Chord bhi bad se baton karta tha^ lekin us ki gard ko na 
pahuncba. Woh rabwar bhi pasme pasme bo gaya^ aur men bbi 
pbh mare pyds ke cbatakbne lagi, par kuchb bas na chala. Sbdm 
hone lagi, aur main kya janun kabaii se kaban nikal aya. Lachar 
ho kar use bhulawadiya^ aur tarkash men se tir nikal kar aur kirban 
86 kaman sanbhal kar, cbille men jor kar, kasbish kan talak la kar 
ran ko us ki tak, Aalldku Akhar kah kar mara. Bare pabla bi tir us 
ke paon men tarfizu bua : tab langrata bua pahar ke daman ki 
simt chald. Fakir bhi ghore par se utar para, aur pa-peyada us ke 
picbhe laga. Us ne kob ka irada kiya aur main ne bbi us ka eath 
diyd. Kai utar cbarhao ke b^ad ek gumbad nazar aya ; jab pas 
pahuncba, ek bagbcba aur ek cbashma dekba. Woh hiran to nazaron 
se cbhalawa hogaya ; main nihayat thaka tba, hath paon dbone 
lagd. 

Ek bdrgi awaz rone ki us burj ke andar se mere kan men di 
jaise koi kabta hai, ki ai bachhe ! jis ne tujhe tir mara, meri dh ka 
tir us ke kaleje men lagyo, woh apni jawdni se pbal na pa we, aur 
Kh.uda us ko mera sa dukhya band we ! Main yeh sun kar wahdn 
gaya ; dekbdto ek buzurg iish-sufaid aebhbi poshak pabiie ek mas- 
nad par baitlid hai, aur hiran dge le^ bai ; us ki jang se tir khfncbta 
hai, aur bad-dii»a deta hai. Main jie. salain kiya aur bath jor kar kaha 
ki hadhrat salamat ! yeh taksir na-danista is ghulam se hui ; main 
yeh na janta tba; IQiudd ke waste mmdf karo. Bold, ki be-zaban 
ko tu ne sataya hai, agar anjan yeh harakat tujh se hui, Allah 
mu’df karegd. Main pas jd baitba aur tir nikalne men sharik hud : 
barf dikkat se tir ko nikala, aur zakhm men marbam bhar kar 
chhor diya ; pber hath dho dha kar us pir-mard ne kuchh hadhiri 
jo us wakt maujud thi mujbe khilai. Main ne khd pi kar ek 
chdr-pdi par Iambi tani. 

Mdhdagi ke sabab khub pet bhar kar soyd : us nihd men dwdz 
nauha o zdri ki kdn men di ; dhkheh mal kar jo dekhta hflh, to us 
makan men na woh burha hai no koi aur hai. Akela main palang 
par letd huh, aur woh dalan khali para hai. Charon taraf bhayduak 
ho kar dekbne laga, ek kone men parda para nazar dyd, wahdn ja 
kar use uthdyd ; dekhd to ek takht bichhd hai, aur us par ek pari- 
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zad ^aurat baras chaaJah ek kt^ mahtab ki si $urat, aur zulfen donon 
taraf ohhuti hum^ hansta chehra^ Firangi libas pehue hue 'ajab ada 
se dekhti hai aur bnithi hai. Aur woh buzarg apna sar us ke paon 
par dhare be-ikhtiyar ro raha hai aur hosh l^wass kho raha 
hai. 

Main us pir-mard ka yeh a^wal aur us naznfu ka hu^n o jam&l 
dekh kar murjba gaya^ aur murde ki l^arah be-jaa ho kar gir para. 
Woh mard-i-buzarg yeh mera hai dekh kar shisha gulab ka le aya, 
aur mujh par chhirakue laga. Jab main ne jita uth kar us m’ashuk 
ke mukabil ja kar salam kiya^ us ne hargiz na hath utbaya aur 
na hohth hilaya. Main ne kaba, ai gul-badan I etna ghurur karna 
aur jawab salam ka na dena kis mazbab men durust hai? 

Kam bolna ada hai^ bar chand^ par na etna^ 

Muhd jae cbashm-i*4shik, to bhi woh muhh na khole. 

Waste us Kh,ada ke jis ne tujhe banaya hai, kuchh to munh se 
bol j ham bhi ittifakan yahah a nikle haih, mebman ki khatir 
dharur hai. Main ne babuteri bateh banain lekin kuch kam na 
am, woh chupki but ki tarah baitlii suna ki ; tab main ne bhi age 
barhkar hath paoh par chalaya, jab paoh ko chher& to sakht m^alum 
hua. Akhir yeh daryaft kiya ki pattbar se is Pal ko tarasha, aur 
Azar ne is but ko banaya hai. Tab us pir-mard but-parast se 
piichha^ ki main ne teri biran ki tang men kbapra mara, td ne is 
i’shk ki nawak se mera kaleja cbhed kar war par kiya, teri du’d 
kubdl hui ; ab is ki kaifiyat mufassal bayau kar, ki yeh tilism 
kyauh banaya hai, aur td ne basti ko cbhor kar jangal pahar kyaun 
seta hai? Tujh par jo kuchh bita hai mujh se kah. 

Jab us ka bahut picbba kiya tab us ne jawab diya, ki is bat ne 
mujhe to kharab kiya, kya td bhi sun kar bilak hua cbbahtd hai? 
Main ne kaha, lo ab bahut makr cbakr kiya, matlab ki bat kaho, 
nahin to mar daldnga. Mujhe nihayat darpai dekh kar bold ai 
jawan! ^akkTa’dla bar ekinsanko 'isbk ki anch se mahfdz rakhe ; 
dekh to is ^ishk ne kyd kyd dfateh barpd ki bain ! ’Isbk hike mdre 
^aurat khdwind ke sdth sati hoti hai, aur apni jdu khotif bai ; aur 
Farhad, Majnuh kd kis^a sab ko m^alum hai. Td us ke sunne se kyd 
pbal pdwegd ? Nd-hakk ghar bar daulat-i-dunyd chbor chbdr kar 
nikal jawega? Main ne jawab diyd, bas ab apni dosti tab kar 
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rakho ; is wakt mujhe apcfi dushman samjho, agar jan ^aziz hai to 
sii kaho. Lacli&r ho kar ahsu bhar I&ya aar kahne laga^ ki mujh 
kh&na-khar&b ki yeh hakil^t hai» ki bande ka nam N^am&a Saiy^ 
]iai ; main bai^ saudagar tba. Is sin men tijarat ke sabab Haft 
Ikliin ki sair ki^ aur sab badsbahon ki khidmat men rasai hui. 

Ek bar yeh ^ay£l ji men &yi, ki charon dang mulk to phira 
iekin Jazira-i-Firang ki t^raf na gaya^ aUr w&h&h ke badshaU ko 
aur r^aiyat o sipah ko na dekba^ rasm o rab wab£n ki kuchh na 
daryaft hui; ek daPa wahan bhi chala chdhiye. Rafikon aur 
sli^afikon se salah le kar ir&da musammau kiyaj aur tuhfa bad£ya 
jaban taban ka jo waban ke laik tba liya^ aur ek kafila saud£garon 
ka ekattha kar kar jabaz par sawar bo kar rawana bua. Hawa jo 
muwafik pai^ kai mabinon men us mulk men ja dakhil bua^ shabr 
men derd kiyd. A^jab shahr dekba ki koi sbabr us ki khubi ko 
nabin pabuncbtd. Har ek bazar o kuebe men pul^ta saraken bani 
liuin, aur cbbirkao kiya bua ; safai aisi ke ek tinka kabin para 
nazar na kure ka to kya zikr hai ? Aur 'imaraten rang ba-rang 
ki^ aur rat ko raston men do«rasta kadam ba-kadam rausbaui^ sbabr 
ke babar baghat ki jin men ^ijaib gul bute aur me we nazar ae, ki 
ehayad siwde Babisht ke kabin aur na bonge : jo waban ki ta^rif 
karun so baja hai. 

Gbaradh saudagaron ke ane ka charcba bull : ek KbwHja-sara 
m^utabar sawar bo kar aur kai khidmat-gar satb le kar kaGIe men 
aya, aur baipariyon se pucbba ki tumhara sardar kaun sa bai ? 
Sabbon ne meri t^raf isbarat ki : woh mahalli mere mak&n men 
aya ; main Pazim baja layH ; baham SaHmim ^alaik hui ; us ko 
sauzani par bithaya, takye ki tawadh^u ki. B^ad us ke main ne 
puchb£| ki §ahib ki tashrif lane ka kya bab'§ hai ? Farmaiye. 
Jawab diya, ki Shab-zadi ne suna hai sandbar ae hain^ aur babut 
jins I£e bain ; lib^iza mujh ko hukm kiya ki ja kar uu ko hudbur 
men le £o. Fas turn jo kucbb asbab laik badsbahon ki sarkar ke lae 
bo^ satb le kar cbalo^ aur sa’adat astana-bosi ki karo. 

Main ne jaw&b diya^ ki aj to mandagi ke ba’is ka§iir hun^ kai 
jin o mal se hadbir bun ; jo kucbb is ’ajiz ke pas maujud hai, 
na^r guzranunga, jo pasand ^we mil sarkar ka hai. Yeh w^ada 
kar kar aur ^itr pan de kar Khwajako rukh^t kiya, aur sab sanda- 
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garoii ko apne pas bula kar 30 30 tuhfa 3’ is ke pas tha le kar jam'a 
kiydj aur 30 mere ghar men tha woh bhi liya^ aur subli ke wakt 
darwaze par padsfaahi mahall ke hadhir liua. Bari-d&ron ne meri 
khabar ^ardh ki, hukm hiia ki hudbur men lao ; wobi Kbwaja*sar& 
nikla^ aur mer& batb bath men le kar dosti ki rail so baton karta 
hua le ehala. Pahle khawass-pure se bo kar ek makan-i-»ali-shfin 
men le gaya. Ai ^aziz ! tu bawar na karega, yeh >alam na^r aya, 
goya par kat kar paryon ko ehhor diya bai. Jis taraf dekhta tha 
nigah gar jali tbi, paon zamm se ukhre jate the. Ba-zor apne tarn 
sanbbalta hua ru-ba-ru pabuncba ; jonhin Padshali-zadi par nagar 
pari gbasb ki naubat hui, aur hath paon men r^asha ho gaya. 

Ba-har surat^ salam kiya : donon taraf dastd-rast aur dast-i- 
chap safE ba-saff ndzuinan-i-pari-chehra dast-basta khari Ihm. 
Main 30 kuchh kism i-3*awabir aur parcha-i-poshaki aur tuMa apne 
sdth le gaya tba^ jab kai kisbtiyan hu^ur men chunm gam (az- 
bas-ki sab jins laik pasand ke thi) khush ho kar khan-saman ke 
hawale kin aur farmaya, ki kimat is ki ba-mujib fard ke kal di 
jaegi. Main taslimat baja lava aur dil men khush hua ki is 
bahane se bhala kal bhi ana hoga. Jab rukhsat ho kar bahar aya> 
to saudai ki tarah. kahta kuchh tha aur muhh se kuchh nikalta tha. 
Usi tarah sard, men aya, lekin t^bwass baja na the. Sab ashnd dost 
puchhne lage ki tumhari kya halat bai ? Main ne kaha, ctni amad 
o raft se garmi dimagh men charh gaf hai. 

Qbaradb woh rat talapte kati, fajr ko pber ja kar hadhir hua 
aur usi Khwdja ke satli pher mahall men pahuhcha. ; wohi 4lam jo 
kal dokhd tha dekha ; Padshah-zddi ne mujhe dekha aur bar ek ko 
apne apne kam par rukhsat kiya. Jab pbarcha hua, khalwat men 
uth gam aur mujhe talab kiya. Jab main wahan gaya, bai^hne 
ka hukm kiyd. Main adab baja la kar baitha. Farmaya, ki yahdn 
30 tu ayd, aur yeh asbdb Idyd is men mandPi ketnd manzur bai ? 
Main ne ^ardh ki ki dp ke dekhno ki bari khwahish thi, so Khudd 
ne muyassar ki ; ab main ne sab kuchh bhar pdya, aur donon 
jahdn ki sa’ddat hdsil hui : aur kimat jo kuchh fihrist men hai, ni^f 
ki hai, aur nisf naf^a hai. Farmaya, nahm, jo kimat tu ne 

likhi hai wohi dndyat hogi, balki aur bln imam diyd jdegd, ba- 
sharte-ki ek kam tujb se bo sake to l^ukm karuh. 
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Main ne kaha^ ki gliulaTi ka jin o mal agar sarkar ke kam iwe 
to main apne tali^un ki khubi ^Kamjhun^ aur ihkiion se karun. Yeh 
$un kar kalam-dan jad farmaya^ ek shukka likha^ aur motiyon 
ke dulmiyin men rakh kar ek ru-mal shabnam ka upar lapet kar 
mere l^wale kiya; aur ek angutbi nisbiii ke waste ungli se utar di. 
aur kaha^ ki us taraf ko ek bara bagb hai^ DiLkusbd ns ka nim hai ; 
waban tu jd kar, ek sbakbs Kai-khusro nam darogba baij us ke hath 
men yeh angushtari dijo aur bamaii taraf se du»a kabyo,aur is ruk^e 
ka jawab mangyo^ lekin jald aiyo> agar khana waliah kbaiyo to 
pani yabah pijiyo ; is ka itiirn tujbe aisa dungi ki tu dekbega. 
Main rukhsat hua aur pucbbta pucbbta cbala ; karib do kos ke jab 
gay a woh b%h nazar para. Jab pas pabuhcba, ek 'aziz musallah 
inujh ko pakar ke darw^ze men bagb ke le gaya. Dekhuh to ek 
jawan sher ki si surat sone ki kursi par (zirab-i-Daudi pebne, cbar 
aina bahdhe^ fauladi kbod sar par dbare) nilmyat sban o sbaukat se 
baitba bai^ aur pan sai jawan taiyar dbal talwar bath men liye anr 
tarkash kaman bahdbe musta^id para bandbe kbare h iih. 

Main ne salam kiya ; mujhe nazdik biila> a. Main ne woh 
kbatim di^ aur khusbamad ki batch kar kar woh rumal dekhaya^ aur 
sbukke ke bhi lane ka ahwal kaba. Us ne sunte hi uhgli dahtoh se 
kati^ aur sar dhun kar bola^ ki sbayad teri ajal tujhe le ai hai; 
khair bagh ke aiidar ja; sarv ke darakht men ek abani pihjra 
latakta hai^ us men ek jawan kaid bai^ us ko yeh khatt de kar 
jawab le kar jaldi phir a. Main shitab bagh men ghusa ; bagh ky a 
tha, goya jite 31 Bahisht men gaya. Ek ek chaman rang ba-rang 
ka phul raha tha aur fawware chhut rahe the^ janwar chahchahe 
mar rahe the. Main sidha chala gaya, aur us darakht men woh 
kafas dekba; us men ek jawan hasih nazar aya. Main ne adnb se 
sar nihuraya aur salam kiya, aur woh kharita sar ba-muhr pihjre ki 
tiliyon ki rah se diya. Woh ^aziz ruk^a khol kar parhne laga, aur 
mujh se mushtak*war ahwal Malika ka puchhne laga. 

Abhi bateh tamam na hui thin, ki ek fauj zangiyoh ki namud 
hui aur charoh taraf se mujh par a \\xX\^ aur be-tahasba barcbhi o 
talwar mdrne lagi. Ek adami ni-hatthe ki bisat kya ? Ek dam 
men chur zaMitni kar diya ; mujbe kuchh apni sudh budh ua ralii. 
Pher jo bosh aya, apne tain obar-pai par paya, ki do peyade uthae 
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liye jdie bain^ aur ipas men ba%at6 hain* Ek ne kaha^ is murde 
ki loth ko matdan men phenk do^ katte kawwe kliaenge. Eusra 
bol£^ agar F^sliah tahkik kare aur yeh kbabar pahunehe to jita 
garwa de^ aur bal bachchon ko kolhu 'men perw& de, Kyd bamen 
apni jan bhdri piin hai jo aisi na-m^akul I^rakat karen ? 

Main ne yeh guft-gu sun kar d(‘non Yajuj Majuj se kaba, ki 
w^ste Khuda ke mujli par rahm karo; abhi mnjh men ek ramak 
jan baki hai, jab mar jaunga jo tumhara ji ehdliega so kijo. 
Murr/a ba-dast-i^zinda i lekin yeh to kabo, mnjh par yeh kyd 
hakikat biti, mujhe kyaun mdrd, aur turn kann ho ? Bhald etna to 
kah sundo. Tab unhon ne rahm kha kar kahd, ki woh jawan jo 
kafas men band hai is Padshah ka bhatija hai, aur pahle is kd 
bap takht-nasbm thd. Rihlat ke wakt yeh wasiyat apne bhai 
ko ki, ki abhi mera betd jo waris is saltanat kd^ hai^ larkd aur 
be*8hu^ur hai ; kar-bdr pddshahat kd khair»khwahi aur hosbydii se 
turn kiya kfjo. Jab yeh baligh ho apni beti se shddi is ki kar 
dijo, aur mu^tdr tamdm mutik aur khhizane ka kijo. 

Yeh kah kar nnhoh no wafat pai, aur saltanat ki naubat chhote 
bhai par di. Us ne wasiyat par ^amal na kiya, bal-ki diwdna 
aur saudai mashhur kar ke pihjre men dal di} d, aur chauki gdrhi 
ebdroh taraf bagh ke rakhi hai ki parinda par nahfh mar sakta ; 
aur kai martaba zahr-i-hailahal diya hai, lekin zindagi zabar-dast 
hai, agar nahm kiya. Ab woh Shah-zadi aur yeh Shah-zdda 4shik 
m'ashuk ban rahe haih, Woh ghar men tahipti hai, aur yeh kafas 
men tarpe hai : tere hdth shank kd narna us ne bheja ; yeh 
khabar harkaroh ne ba-jihs Padshah ko pahuhchai, Qabshiyoh 
kd dasta muta'aiyan hud, terd yeb ahwdl kiya, aur ns jawan kaidi 
ke katl ki wazir se tadbir puchhi. Us namak-hardm ne Malika 
ko rdd^i kiyd hai ki us be-gundU ko Padshah ke hndhur apne hath 
se Shdh-zddi mdr ddle. 

Main ne kahd, ehalo, marte marte yeh bhi tamdshd dekh len* 
Akhir rdd]^i ho kar woh donon aur main zakhmi chupke ek goshe 
men ja kar khare hue: dekha to takht par Padghah bai^bd 
hsi, aur Malika ke hath men nangi talwdr hai, aur Shah* 
adde ko pihjre se bdbar nikalwd kar ru-ba-ru khara kiyd. Malika 
jalidd baa kar shamshir*i-barahna liye hue apne ’dshik ke katl 
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karne ko ai. Jab nazdik pahunohi talwar phenk di aur gale men 
chimat gai. Tub woh ’ashik bola^ ki aise marne par main raihi 
huh ; yai.ah bhi ten drzu hai^ wahah bhi ten tamanua rakegu 
Malika boli^ ki is bahaae se main tere dekhne ko ai tin, Padshah 
yeh harakat dekli kar sakht barbam hua aur Wazir ko dahta^ ki lu 
yell tamasha miijhe deklilane ko laya tlia? Mahulli Malika ko 
jada kar ke mahall men le gae ; Wazir ne khafa hokar talwar uthai^ 
aur Padsimh-zade ke upar daura ki ek hi war men kam us be-chare ka 
tamam kare. Joh cliahta bai ki teglia chalawe, ghaib se ek tfr 
nagubani us ki peshani par baitha, ki dosar ho gaya aur woh gir 
para. 

Padshah yeh waridat dekh kar mahall men ghiis gae ; jawan 
ko pher kafas men band kar kar bagh men le gae ; main bhi wahah 
86 uikla. Bah meh se ek ddami mujiie bula kar Malika ke hudhur 
le gaya; inujhe ghail dekh kar ek jarrfih ko bulvvaya aur iiihayat 
takaiyud se farmaya, ki is jawau ko jald changa kar ke ghusl shifa 
ka de, yehi tera mujra hai ; is ke upar jetni mihnat tu karegd 
waisa hi iii4ra aur sar*farazi j 4wt*g£. Gliaradh woh jarra^ bu- 
mujib irshad Malika ke tag o dau kar ke ek chille meh nehia 
dhula mujhe hudhur meh le gayd. Malika ne puclih^, ki ab to 
kuchh ka^ar baki ualuh rahi? Maih ne k^ha, ki ap ki tawajjuh 
se ab hatta katU huh. Tab Malika ne khil^at aur bahut se riipai 
jo farmae the, balki us se bhi do-chand ^ata kiye aur rukh§iat 
kiya. 

Maih ne wahah se sab rafik aur naukar chakaroh ko le kar 
kuch kiya. Jab is rnakam par pahuhcha, sab ko kaha, turn apne 
watan ko jao ; aur maih ne is pabar par yeh mak^n aur us ki §iurat 
bana kar apna rahna mukarrar kiya ; aur naukaroh aur ghulamoh 
ko bar ek ki kadr ke muwafik rupai de kar dzad kiya, aur yeh 
kah diya, ki jab tak maih jita rahuh meri kut ki khabar-giri 
tumheh dharur hai, age mukhtdr ho. Ab wohi nnmak*halali se 
mere khane ki khabar lete haih, aur maih ba-khatir-jam^a is but 
ki parastish karta huh ; jab tak jila hiih merd yelu kdm hai Yeh 
meii sar-guzasht hai jo tu ue suuf. Ya fukara ! Maih ne ba* 
mujarrad sunne is kisi^e ke kafani gale men dali, aur fakiron 
ka libas kiya, aur ishtijak meh Firang ke mulk ke dekhne 
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kd rawana bua. Keine ek men jangal pahapii ki sair 

kart£ kua Majnufi aur Farhad ki surat ban gaya. 

Akhir mere ahauk ne us shahr tak pahuncbaya : gali kucbe 
men baola sa pbirne laga ; ak^r Malika ke maball ke &s pfis raba 
karta« lekin koi dbab aisa na beta jo waban tak rasai ho. ^Ajab 
bairani thi ki jis waste yeh mihnat-kasbi kar kar gaya^ wob matlab 
bath na &ya. Ek din bazar men kham tha ki ek bargi adami 
bh£gne lage, aur dukan-dar dukaudi band kar ke chale gae ; ya 
woh raunak tbi yd sunsan ho gaya. Ek taraf se ek jawdn Rustam 
ka sa kalla jabra^ sher ki mauind guhjta aur talwar do-dasti jbarta 
hud^ zirah baktar gale men aur top Jliilamka sar par aur tamanebe 
ki jori kamar raeh^ kaifi ki tarah bakta jhakla nazarajd; aur 
US ke pichhe do ghulam banat ki poshak pehne^ ek tabiit 
makhmal-i-Kasbani se tnarha bua sar par liye ebale ate haih. 

Main ne yeh tamasha dekh kar sath cbalne ka kasd kiya. Jo 
koi meri na^ parta mujhe man^a karta^ lekin main kab sunta 
huh ? Rafta rafta woh jawan mard ek ’ali-shan makau men ckald; 
main bhi sath bua. Us ne pbirte hi chdhd ki ek bdth mare aur 
mujhe do tukre kare ; main ne use kasam di ki main bhi yehi 
chahtd buh^ main ne apna khun mu’df kiya^ kisu t^rah mujhe is 
zindagi ke ^azab se chhura de ki uibayat ba-iaug aya bun. Main 
jan bujh kar tere samne aya huh ; der mat kar. Mujhe marne par 
Sabit-kadam dekh kar, Khuda ne us ke dil meh rahm dala, aur 
ghu^fsa bhi tbandabua. Rabat tawajjuh aur mibrbani se puchba, 
ki tu kaun bai, aur kyauh apni zindagi se be-zar bua hai ? 

Maih ne kaha, zara baithiye to kahuh ; mera kii^a bahut dur 
daraz bai^ aur 'ishk ke panje meh giriftar hiih^ is sabab lachdr 
buru Yeb sun kar us ne apni kamar kholi, aur bath muhh dbo 
dba kar kuchh ndsbta kiya, mujhe bhi bd'i§ hua. Jab faraghat kar 
ke baitha, bold, kab tujh par kyd guzri ? Maih ne sab waridat 
us pir-mard ki aur Malika ki aur apne wahah jane ki kah sunai. 
Fable sun kar roya aur yeh kaha, ki is kam-bakht ne kis kis kd 
gbar ghald, lekin bbala, terd ^ildj mere bath meh hai. Aghlab hai 
ki is 4si ke sabab se tu apni murdd ko pahuhche ; ab tu andesha 
na kar aur khatir jam^a rakh. Qajjam ko farmaya ki is ki l^ja« 
mat kar ke l^ammam karwd de. Ek jord kapi^ us ke 
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gbul&m ne \& kar pehnaya : tab mujh se kbane IsLgi, ki yeh t 4 bdt 
30 tu DO dekM usi Shah-zada-i marhum ka hai 30 kafas men 
mukaiyad tbd ; us ko dusre wazir ne akhir maki* se us ki to 

nij&t bm ki mazlum marfi gaya. Main us k£ koka bun; main ne 
bfai us wazir ko ba^dbarb^i-sbamsbir mar&^ aur Badshab ke marne 
k& irdda kiya ; Badshab girgiraya aur saugand^khane laga ki main 
be-gunab biin ; main ne use na-mard jan kar cbhor diya. Tab se 
mera katn yehi hai^ ki bar mahine ki Nauchandi Jum^ardtko main 
is tabut ko isi ta*rah sbabr men liye phirtd bun aur us ka mdtam 
karta bun. 

Us ki zabani yeh ahwal sunne se mujhe tasalli hui ki agar yeh 
cbdhega to mera maksad bar-£wega : Khuda ne bar£ ihsdn kiya 30 
aisejununi ko mujh par mebrban kiya; sacb bai, Khuda mebrbau 
to kill mebrbau. Jab sham bui aur aflab gburub bua^ us 3'awan 
ne tabut ko nikala aur ek ghulam ke ^iwadb wob tabut mere sar 
par dbara^ aur apne satb le kar chala. Farmane laga^ ki Malika 
ke nazdik jata bun, teri safarish ta-ba-makddr karunga ; tu hargiz 
dam na mariyo^ chiipka baitba suna kijo. Main ne kaha^ 30 kuchb 
^ahib farmate bain so bi karunga ; Kb'^dd turn ko said mat rakbe 
30 mere ahwal par taras khate bo. Us jawau ne kasd Pddshab 
Bagb ka kiya : 3*ab ander dakhil baa, ek cbabutra sang-i*marmar 
ka hasbt-pahlu bagb ke sabu men tba, nur us par ek nam*gird 
sufaid badle ka^ motiyon ki jbalar lagi hui, aluvds ke istadon par 
kbara tba ; aur ek masnad mughurrak bicbhi tbi, gao-takya aur 
baghli takye zar-baft ke lage hue : wob tabut waban rakhwaya^ aur 
ham ko farmaya ki us darakht ke pas ja kar baitbo. 

B’ad ek sa^at ke mi^b'al ki raushani nazar ai : Malka dp, kaf 
kbawasen pas o pesh ibtimam karti buin^ tasbrif laiii^ lekin udasi 
aur khafagi cbehre par zahir tin : a kar masnad par baithm. Yeh 
koka adab se dast-basta kbara raha^ pber adab se dur farsh ke kinare 
muaddab baitba. Fatiha parbi aur kuchb baten kai ne laga. Main 
kau lagae sun raba tba. Akhir us jawan ne kaba^ ki Malikad- 
jaban salamat I Mulk-i•^A3am ka sbahzada ap ki khubiyan aur 
mabbubiyan gbaibdna sun kar^ apni saltanat ko barbad de, fakir baUj 
mdnind Ibrahim Adham ke tabah bo aur bari mibnat kbincb kar 
yaban tak a pabunchd hai. Sdm tere karan chbora sbahr*i«Balkh 
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aur 1*8 shahr men bahat diaon se hairan parishdn pbirt& hai, 
Akhir wob marne ka kar ke mere eath lag chala : main ne 

talwar ee d^r&ya us ne gardan age dhar di aur kasam di ki ab main 
yehi chahtd ban, der mat kar. Gharadh tumbare ^isbk men sabit 
bai ; main ne kbub azmaya, sab t^rab pura pa} a. Is sabab se us 
ka mazkur main darmayan laya ; agar hudbur se us ke a^wdl 
par mueabr jan kar tawajjub bo, to Kbuda- tarsi aur ^akk^sbanasi 
se dur nahin. 

Yeb ^ikr Malika ne sun kar farmaya, kaban bai? Agar sbah- 
zada bai to kya mudbayaka? Ru-ba-ru ^Lwe. Wob kokS wahan se 
uth kar aya aur mujbe satb le kar gay a. Main Malika ke dekbne se 
nihayat shad hna ; lekin ^akl o bosb barbad hue, ^alam sukut ka ho 
gaya ; yeb bewao na para ki kucbhkahun. Ek dam men Malika 
sidhari aur koka apne makan ko chala: gbar a kar bola, ki main ne 
tell sab hakikat awwal se akhir tak Malika kokah sunai, aur safarish 
bln ki ; ab bamesba rat ko bila-nagha jayd. kar, aur ^aith khushi 
manaya kar. Main us ke kadam par gir para, us ne gale lagk liya. 
Tamam din gharyan gintd raba, ki kab rat bo 30 jaun ? Jab rat 
hui, main us jawfin se rukhsat ho kar chalS aur pain bagh men 
Malika ke cbabutre par takya laga kar ja baitha. 

B^ad ek ghan ke Malika tan tanha ek khawa^s ko satb le kar 
ahista abista 6, kar masnad par baithin. Kbush-tali^i se yeb din 
muyassar bua : main ne kadam-bosiki ; unhon ne mera sar utha liya 
aur gale se laga liya aur bolin, ki is furi^at ko ghanimat 3'an, aur 
mera kaba man; mujbe yaban se le nikal, kisu aur mulk ko chal. 
Main ne kab£, cbaliye. Yeb kab kar bam donon b%h ke bahar to 
hue, par hairat se aur kbusbi se bath paoii phul gae, aur rah bbul 
gue, aur ek taraf ko chale jate the, par kuchb tbikana nabm pate 
the. Malika barham ho kar boli, ki ab main thak gai, teia makan 
kahdn bai ? Jald ohal kar pabunch ; nabm to kya kiya chdbta bai ? 
Mere paon men phaphole par gae bain; raste men kabm baith 
jaungi. 

Main ne kaba, ki mere ghuliim ki baweli nazdik bai, ab a pahun- 
che ; ^atir jam^a rakbo aur kadam utbdo, Jhutb to bol^, par dil 
men b&iran tha ki kaban le jaun ? ^Ain rah par ek darwaza mu^- 
fal iiasar paid ; jaldi se kufl ko tor kar makdn ke bbitar gae : ach- 
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chhi l^aweli^ farsli bichha hu&^ sharab ke shishe bhare l^nne se 
tak men dhare, aar bawarchf-khane men n^Q kabab taijar the : 
mandgi kam^l ho raht thi ; ek ek gulabi sharab-i-Purtagali ki U8 
gazak ke sath aur sari rat baham ^usM ki. Jab is chain se 
9abh bui, sliahr men gbul maoha ki Shah-zadi ghaib hui. Mahalla 
mahalla, kucha kucha manadi phirne lagi. Aur kutniydh aur har- 
kare chhdte ki jahan se hdth awe paida kareh^ aur sab darw£zoh 
par shahr ke Badshahi ghulamon ki chauki a baithi. Guzarbdnoh 
ko huktn hiia ki bighair parvvanagi chiuhti bahar sbahr ke na nikal 
Sake : jo koi suragh Malika ka lawega, hazar ashrafi aur khiPat 
in’dm pawega. Tamam shahr men kutuiyah phirne aur ghar ghar 
men ghusne lagin. 

Mujhe jo kam-bakhti lagi darwaza band na kiya. Ek burhyd 
Shaitan ki khala (us ka Khuda kare munh kala) bdjth men tasbih 
latkae^ burk’a orbe^ darwdza khula pa kar be-dharak chali ai, aur 
samne Malika ke kbari bo kar hath utba kar diva dene lagi^ ki Ildbi^ 
teri nath churi subag ki salamat rabe^ aur kamdu ki pagn kdim 
rahe ! main ghaiib randi fakirni huh ; ek beti raeri hai ki woh do ji 
se pure dinoh dard-i-zih men marti hai aur mujh ko etm wus^at 
nahih ki addhi ka tel chiragh men jalauh, khane pine ko to kahdh 
se lauh. Agar mar gai t ) gor kafan kyauhkar karuhgf, aur jani 
to dai janai ko kvd duhgi, aur jacba ko sathwdra achhwani kahah 
se pilauhgi ? Aj do din hue haih ki bhukhi pyasi pan hai. Ai 
sdhib*zadi 1 apni khair kuchh tukra parcha dila to us ko pant pine 
ka adhar ho. 

Malika ne taras kba kar apne nazdik bu^a kar char nin aur 
kabab, aur ek ahguthi chahgulya se utar kar ha wale kf, ki is ko bech 
bach kar gahna pata band dijo, aur khatir jam^a se guzran kijo ; 
teid ghar hai. Us ne apne dil ka mudda4, jis ki talash men di thi 
ba jins payd: khusbi se divdehdeti aur balden leti dafa hui. jpeorhi 
men nan kabab phehk diye, magar ahgutbi ko mutthi men le Izya ki 
pata Malika ke hath ka mere hath ay a. Khuda us afat se jo baohayd 
cbahe« us makan ka mdlik jawah-mard sipdhi tazi ghore par eba^bd 
bud; nezabatb men liyO; shikar-band se ekhiran latkae a pahuhefad. 
Apni haweli ka tald tuta aur kewar khule pae, us dallalako nikalte 
dekhd : mdre ghu^^e ke ek hdth se us ki jhohtipakar kar latkd liyd 
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aur ghar men ky&. Us ke donon pdon men rassi baMh kar ek 
darakhtki taliiu men latkaya; sar tale paon upar kiye ek dam men 
tarap tarap kar mar gai. Us mard ki surat dekh kar yeh haibat ghalib 
huiki hawdiyan munh par urae lagfn, aur mare dar ke kalejfi, kanpne 
1ag&. Us ^azi 2 ne hnm donon ko bad-ha wass dekh kar tasnlli di kt 
ban na*dam turn ne ki^ aisa kam kiya aur darwaza khol diyd. 

Malika ne muskura kar farmaya^ ki Shab-zada apne gbulam ki 
haweli kah kar mujhe le fiya, aur mujh ko plmslayd. Us ne ilti- 
mas kiya, ki Shah-zdde ne bayan-i-waki^i kalid ; jetni khalk-Ull&h hai 
p&dshdboh kilauhdi ghulam haih; unhm ki barakataur faidh se sab 
ki parwarish aur nibah hai. Yeh ghulam be dam o diram zar-khanda 
tumhara hai, lekin bhed chhupana ^akl ka muktadha hai. Ai Shah- 
zade! tumhara aur Malika ka is gbarib-^ane men tawajjuh farmana 
aur tasharif land meri sa^adat donon jahdn ki hai, aur dp ne fidwi 
ko sarfardz kiyd. Main nisdr hone ko taiydr huh ; kisu surat 
men jan o mdl se daregh na karuhgd ; dp shauk se drdm farmdiye, 
ab kauri bhar khatra nabih. Yeh murddr kutni agar saldmat jdti 
to dfat Idti : ab jab talak mizdj shariE chahe baithe rahiye, aur jo 
kuchh darkdr ho, is khdna-zdd ko kahiye, sab hadhir karegd. Anr 
pddshdh to kyd chiz hai I tumbdn khabar Firisbte ko bln na hogi. 
Us jawdn mard iie aisi aisi bdteh tasalli ki kahm, ki tuk ^atir 
jam^a hui. Tab main ne kahd, shdbdsb 1 turn bare mard ho ; is 
muniwat kd ’iwndh ham se bbi jab ho sakegd tab zuhur men dwegd . 
tumhdrd ndm kyd hai ? Us ne kabd, gliuldm kd ism Behzdd Khdh 
hai. Qharadh clihe mahme tak jetni sbavt khidmat ki thi ba-jan o 
dil bajd Idyd ; khub drdm se guzri. 

Ek din mujhe apnd mulk aur ma bap ydd ae ; is liye nihayat 
mutafakkir baitl^ tbd. Merd chehra malin dekh kar Behzdtl 
Khdh ru-ba-rd hath jor kar kbard hud aur kabne lagd, ki is fidwi se 
agar kuchh tak^ir charan-bardari meh wdk^i hui to irshdd ho. 
Main ne kahd, az barde Khudd yeh kyd mazktir hai 1 Turn ne aisa 
suluk kiyd ki is shahr meh aise drdm se rahe jaise apni mdh ke pet 
meh koi rahtd hai ; nabih to yeh aisi harakat ham se hui thi ki 
tinkd tinka bamard dusbman tbd; aisa dost hamdrd kaun thd 
ki ^ard dam lete ? Khudd tumheh ^ush rakhe ; bare mard ho. Tab 
us us kahd, agar yahdh se dil barddshta hud ho, to jahdh l^ukm bo 
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wahan ^air o'afiyat se pahunelia dun. Fakir bold, ki agar apne 
watan tak pahunchufi to wfilidain ko dekhun : meri to yeh surat 
hm, Khuda jane un ki kya halat hui hogi. Main jis waste jala 
watnn hud thd, meri to drzu bar-di. Ab un ki blukadara-bosi 
wdjib hai : ineri khabar un ko kucbh nahiii ki mud yd jita bai ; 
un ke dil par kya kalak guznrtd hogd ! woh jawdn mard bold, ki 
bahut mubdrak hai; chaliye. Yeb kah ke ek ids ghord Turki sau 
koschalne wdld, aur ek ghori jald jis ke par nahm kate the, lekin 
shaista, Malika ki khatir layd, aur ham donoh ko sawar karwayd; 
pber zirah bakter pehen, silah bahdb, upcbf ban, apne markab par 
charli baitha^ aur kahne lagd^ ghuldm age ho letd hai, sdhib khatir 
jam^a se ghore dabae hue chale awen. 

Jab shahr ke dnrwaze par dyd, ek n^ara mdrd, aur tir se kufl ko 
tord, aur nigahbanoh ko daht dapat kar lalkard, ki ai nd-mardo ! 
apne khawind ko jd kar kaho, ki Behzad Khan Malika Mehr-Nigdr 
aur Shah-zada Kamgdr ko (jo tumhard damad hai) hdhke pukdre 
liye jdtd hai : agar mardumi kd kuchh nisha hai to bdhar niklo aur 
Malika ko chhin lo ; yeh na kahyo ki chup chdp le gayd ; ndhih to 
kiPa men baithe dram kiyd karo. Yeh khabar Badshdh ko jald jd 
pahuhohi : Wazir aur Mir Bakhshi ko hukm hud, ki un tmoh bad- 
zat mufsidoh ko bahdli kar lao, yd un ke sar kdt kar hudhur men 
pahuhchao. Ek dam ke b^ad ghat fauj ka namud hud, aur tamdm 
zamin asman gard bdd ho gayd. Behzad Khan ne Malika ko aur is 
fakir ko ek dar men pul ke (ki Barah Pule aur Jawanpur ke pul 
ke ba'^dbar thd) khard kiyd, aur dp ghore ko tahgyd kar us fauj Id 
taraf phird, aur sher ki mdnind guhj kar markab ko dapat kar 
fauj ke darmaydn ghusd. Tamdm lasbkar kai sd phat gayd, aur 
yeh donon sarddroh tak jd pahuhchd, donoh ke sar kdt liye. Jab 
sarddr mdre gae, lashkar titar bitar ho gayd : woh kahawat hai, sar 
se sarwabd, jab bel phuti rdi rdi ho gai. Wohhih dp Fddsbdb 
ketni fauj baktar-poshoh ki sdth le kar kumak ko de : un ki bhi 
lardi us yakkd jawdn ne mdr di, shikast-i-fdsh khdi. 

Padshdh pas'pd hue; sach hai fath-mandi ddd-i-Ilahi hai; lekh 
Behzad Khdh ne aisi jawdh-mardi ki ki shdyad Rustam se bid na 
bo snkti* Jab Behzad Khan ne dekhd ki matl’a §a{ hud, ab kaun 
rahd hai jo hamdra pichhd karega, be-waswas ho kar aur khdtir 
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jam^a kar^ jaban ham khare the aya^ aur Maiika ko aur mujh ko 
sdth le kar chala. Sufar ki ^umr kotah hoti hai^ there tarfie men 
apne mulk ki sar-hadd men ja pabuhcbe. Ek ^ardhi sahih salamat 
ane ki Badsbdh ke hudhur men (jo I^iblagah mujh fakir ke the) 
likh kar rawfina ki. J ahah-panah parh kar Fh&d hue^ dogana 
shukr k£ ada kiya ; jaise sukhe dban men pani para. Khush bo 
kar sab amiroh ko jilau men le kar is »ajiz ke istikbal ki khatir lab- 
i-daiyd & kar khare hue, aur niwaroh ke waste Mir-bahr ko hukm 
hua. Main ne ddsre kiiiare par sawari Padsbdh ki khan dekhi : 
kadam-bosi ki arzu men ghore ko darya men dal diya, hela mdr 
kar hudhur men hadhir bua; mujhe mare ishtiyak ke kaleje se 
laga lya. 

Ab ek aur afat-i-na-gahani peshai, ki jis ghore par main sawSr 
tha, ebayad woh bachcha usi madiyan ka tba jis par Malika sawar 
thi, y& jinsiyat ke b’ais mere raarkab ko dekh kar gbori ue bhi jaldi 
kar kar apne tarn Malika samet mere pichhe darya men giraya, aur 
pairne lagi. Malika neghabra ke bagkbihcbi ; woh rauhh ki uarm 
thi, ulat gai : Malika gbote kba kar ba-m^ae gbori darya men d^b 
gai, ki pher un donoh ka nisbaii nazar na aya. Bebzad Khan ne 
yeh halat dekh kar apne tarn ghore samet Malika ki madad ki 
khatir darya men pahuficbaya; woh bhi us bbahwar men a gaya, 
pber nikal na saka; babutere hath paoh mare, kucbh b is na chala, 
dub gaya. Jahah-paiiah ne yeh waridat dekh kar maba-jal 
mahgwa kar phehkwaya, aur mallahon aur ghota-khoroh ko far- 
tnaya* Unboh ne sara darya cbhan mara, tbah ki mitti le le aye, 
par we donoh hath na ae. Ya f ukard ! yeh hadisa aisa hua ki 
main saudai aur junuiu ho gaya, aur fa^ir ban kar yelu kahta 
phirta tba, ** In nainoh ka yehi bisekb, yeh bhi dekhd woh bhi 
dekh/^ Agar Malika kahih ghdib ho jati ya mar jdti to dil ko tasalli 
ati, pher talash ko nikalta ya sabr karta ; lekiu jab nazroh ke ru- 
ba-*ru gbark ho gai to kucbh bas na chala. Akhir ji men yehi lahar 
£i ki daryd men d^b jauh, shayad apne ma^biib ko mar kar p&uh. 

Ek roz rat ko usi darya men paitha, aur ddbne ka irada kar kar 
gale tak p4ni men gaya. Cbahta huh ki dge pdoh rakhuh aur 
ghota kbauh ; wohi saw&r burkia-posh jinhoh na turn ko bashdrat di 
bai & pahuhche. Mera hath pakar l\ji aur dilasa diya ki kbatir 
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jam^a rakh^ Malika aur iSehzad Khan jite haih^tu apnf jao D^-l^kk 
kjauh khota hai ? Dunya men aiea bhi hota hai ; Khuda ki dargah 
f?6 mayus mat ho; agar jita rahega to teri mulakat un donah se ek 
na ek roz ho rahegi. Ab tu Rum ki taraf 3a ; aur bhi do darwcsh 
dil-resh wabah gae haih^ un se tu jab milega, apni murad ko pa- 
huhchega. Ya fukara ! ba-mujib hukm apne hadi ke main bhf 
khidmat-i-sharif men a kar hadhir hua huh ; iimmid kawi hai ki 
bar ek apne apne matlab ko pahuhche. Is tiikar gada ka yeh 
ahwal tha 30 tamam kamal kah sunaya. 


Sair Chauthe Darwesh xf. 

Chant ha fakir apni sair ki hakikat ro ro kar is taiali Johiane 
laga— 

Kissa hamari be-sar-o-pai ka ab suno, 

Tuk aj)na dhyan rakh ke mera hai sab suno ; 

Kis waste main aya huh yah tak tabah ho, 

Sara baydn karta huh us ka sabab, suno, 

Ya murshid Alluh! zaia mutawajjih ho, Yeh fakir 30 is l^alat 
meh giriftar hai, Chih ke Pddshah ka beta hai. Ndz o n^imat se 
parwarish pai, aur ba-khubi tarhiyat hua. Zamaneke bhalebiire se 
kuchh wakif na Ihd, janta tha ki yohhm hamesha nibliegi. ^Ain 
be-fikri meh yeh hadisa ru-ba-kar hua ki Kibla-i-alam 30 walid is 
yatim ke the, unhoh ne rihlat farmai, Jah-kandani ke wakt apne 
chhote bhai ko (30 mere chacha haih) bulaya aur farmaya, ki ham 
ne to sab mal raulk chhor kar irada kuch ka kiya, lekin yeh wasiyat 
meri turn baja laiyo, aur buzurgi ko kara farmaiyo. Jab tak Shah- 
zada 30 mdlik is takht 0 chhatar ka liai jawan ho, aur shu'ur sah- 
bliale aur apna ghar dekhe bhale, turn us ki niyabat kijiyo aur 
sipaho ra\vat ko ^arab na hone dijo. Jab woh baligh ho, us ko 
sab kuchh samjha bujha kar takht hawale karna; aur Baushan 
Akhtar, 30 tumbaii beti hai, us se shadi kar ke turn saltanat se kinara 
pakarnd. Is suluk se pddsbdhat hamdie khdnddn meh kdim rahegi, 
kuchh khalal na dwegd, Yeh kah kar dp to 3dh-ba.5akk taslim 
hue, chachd padshah hud aur band-o-bast mulk ka kaine laga. 
Mujhe hiutm kiyd ki zandne mahall meh raha kaie, jab tak jawan 
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na bo bahar na nikle. Yeh fakir cbaudah baras ki ^umr tak bega- 
aur khaw&son men pala kiya^ aur khela kudd kiyd. Cbacbd ki 
leti se sbadi ki kkabar sun kar slidd tha, aur is umid par be-fikr 
rahta aur dil men kahta, ki ab koi din men padshahat bhi hath 
lagegij aur kat-khudai blu hogi : dunya ba-umid kaim hai. Ek 
^absb^ Mubarak nam, ki Walid marhum ki khidmat men iarbiyat 
hua tha aur us ka bara ’itibar th£ aur sahib*i-sbu^ur aur namak« 
haial tha^ main aksar us ke nazdik ja baithta. Woh bhi mujhe 
babut pyar karta aur meri jawani dekh kar khush hotd aur kahtd^ 
ki a^hamdu lilldh^ ai Shah-zade ! ab turn jawan hue ; in shd Allah 
Ta^dld ^an*kar{b tumfaara ^ammu Zilli-subhaiu ki nasihat par ^amal 
karega. Apni beti aur tumhare Walid ka takhfc tumheh dega. 

Ek roz yeh ittifak hua ki ek adna saheli ne be-gunah mere tain 
aisa tamahcha khmch kar mara ki mere gal par pahchoh uhgliyoh ka 
nishau ukhar aya. Main rota hua Mubarak ke pas gaya; un ne 
mujhe gale se laga liya aur aiisu astin se pohchhe aur kaha^ ki chalo 
aj tumheh Pa Ishah pas le chaluh ; shayad dekh kar mehrban ho, 
aur laik samajh kar tumhara hakk tumheh de. Usi virakt chacba ke 
hudhur le gaya ; chacha ne darbar meh nihayat shafakat ki, aur 
puchha ki kyauh dil-gir ho aur aj yahah kyauhkar ae? Mubarak 
bola, ki kuchh ^ardh karne ae haih. Yeh sun kar khud ba-khud 
kahne lagd, ki ab miyah kabyah kar detehaih. Mubarak ne kaha, 
bahut mubarak hai. Wohhih nujumi aur rammaloh ko ru-ba-ru 
talab kiya, aur upre dil se puchha, ki is sal kaun sa mahina aur kaun 
sa din aur ghari muhurat mubarak hai ki sar-anjam shadi ka karuh ? 
Unhoh ne mardhi pa kar gin gina kar ^ardh ki, ki ICibIa>i-^alam ! 
yeh baras sara nahs hai ; kisi chand meh koi tarikb s^ad nahih tha* 
harti : agar yeh sal tamam ba-khair o ^adyat kate to ayiiida kar-i- 
khair ke liye bebtar hai. 

Padshah ne Mubarak kt dekba, aur kah&, Shdh-zade ko 
maball meh le ja : ^huda chahe to is sal ke guzame se us ki 
amanat us ke b^wale kar duhga ; khatir jam^a rakhe aur parhe 
likhe. Mubarak ne salam kiya aur mujhe sath liya^ mahall meh 
pahuhcha iiy&. Do tin din ke b’ad maih Mubarak ke pas gayd; 
mujhe dekhte hi rone Iag£ ; maih hairdn hua aur puchhd, ki Dada I 
]^air to hai, tumhare rone ka kya ba'i§ hai ? Tab woh kh lir-khwfih 
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(ki mujbe dil o jdn se chahta tha) bold^ ki main us roz tumhen ns 
^alim ke pas le gaya ; kabhke agar yell janta to na 1e jata. Main 
ne ghabra kar kalid^ mere jane men kya aisi kabahat hoi? Kabo to 
sahi. Tab us ne kaba^ ki sab amir, wazir, avkan-i-daulat, cbhoto 
bare, turohare bap ke wakt ke tumhen dekh kar Wiush hue aur 
Khuda ka sbukrkarDelage,ki ab bamara Sahib-zadu jawan bua aur 
saltanat ke laik hua. Ab koi din men hakk hakk d4r ko milega, 
tab haman kadr-dani karega aurMiana-zad maurusiyoh ki kadr sam« 
Ihega. Yeh Hiabar us be-iman ko pahuhcbi; us ki cbbati par 
sahp phir gaya. Mujbe kbalwat men bula kar kaba, ai Mubarak ! 
ab aisa kam kar ki 6hah-zade ko kisu fareb se mar dal, aur us ka 
khatra mere ji se nikal, jo meri khatir jam'a ho. Tab se main be- 
hawass bo raha bun, ki teia thaeha teri jan kfi diishman hua. Joh- 
hih Mubarak se yeh khabar-i-na-mubdrak suiu, bighair mfire mar 
gayfi, aur jan ke dar se us ke paoh par gir para, ki waste Khudd ke 
main saltanat se darguzrd, kisu tarah merd jl bache. Us ghulam 
ba-wafa ne mcra sar u^ba kar chhdti se laga liya, aur jawab diya, 
ki kuchh khatra nabih, ek tadbir mujhe siijbi bai, ngar rast ai to 
kuchb parwa uahih ; zindagi hai to sab kuchh bai. 

Aghlab hai ki is fikr se teii ]an bhi bache, aur apne matlab se 
kam-yab ho. Yeh bharosa de kar mujbe sath le kar us jagah 
jahah Padshah-i-maghfur, y^ani Walid is fakir ke sote baithte the 
gaya, aur meri buhut khatir jara’a ki. Wahah ek kursi bicbhi thl ; 
ek tavat mujhe kaba aur ek taraf pakar kar sandali ko sarkaya 
aur kursi ke tale ka farsh uthaya, aur zarain ko kbodue laga. Ek 
bargi ek kbirki namud hui, ki zanjir aur kufi us men laga bai. 
Mujhe bulaya; main ne apne dil men mukarrar yeh samjha ki 
mere zabh karne aur gar dene ko yeh garha is ne khoda hai. Maut 
ahkhoh ke age phir gai : lacbar ebupke chupke kalima parbta hua 
nazdik gaya. Dekbta bun to us dariche ke andar ^imaiat hai, aur 
char makan bain ; bar ek dalau men das das khumeh sone ki zaii- 
jlroh men jakri hui latakti bain, aur bar ek goli ke muhh par ek 
sone ki mt aur ck bandar jarad ka bana hua bnitba hai. Untalis 
golijah charoh makau men ginih, aur ek khiim ko dekbaki muhha* 
muhh asbrafij ah bbari haih, us par na maimun hai na khisht hai ; 
aur ek haudh jawabir se laba^lab bbara hua dckba. Maih ue Muba- 
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rak se puchlia^ ki ai Dada ! yeh kyi hai^ aui* kis ka makan 

hai, aur yeh kis kam ke hain ? Boia, ki yeh buzne 30 dekhte ho ua 
kd yeh roajara hai, ki turahare bap ne jawani ke wakfc se Malik 
Sddik (30 badshah jinon ka bai) as ke sath dosti aur amad 0 raft 
paida ki tbi. 

Chunanche bar sal men ek daf^a kai tarah ke tuhfe, khnshbuen 
aar is mulk ki saughateh le jate, aur ek mahine ke karib ns ki 
khidmat men rahte. Jab rnkhsat bote to Malik Sadik ek bandar 
zamiirrad ka deta ; hamara Badshah use la kar tah-khane men 
rakhta. Is bat se siwae mere koi du<ra muttal^a na tha. Ek 
martaba ghulam oe ^ardh ki^ ki Jahan-panah ! Idkhon rupai ke 
tuhfe le jate haih, aur wahah se ek buzna patthiir ka marda ap le 
ate hidn; is ka aWiir faida kya hai? Jawab meri is bat ka 
muskura kar farmaya^ khabar»dar kiihin zahir na kijiyo, khabar 
shart hai. Yeh ek ek maimdti be-jan 30 tu dekhta hai^ bar ek ke 
bazar deo zabar-dast tab^i aur farmah-bardar hain; lekin jab 
talak mere pas chaKsoh bandar pure jam^a na howeh tab tak 
yeh sab nikamme hain kuchh kam na awehge. So ek bandar ki 
kami thi ki usi baras Badshah ne wafat pai. 

Etni oiihoat kuchh nek na lagi, us ka faida zabir na hua. Ai 
Shah-zade tert yeh hdlat be-kasi ki dekh kar mujhe yad aya aur 
yeh ji men thahraya, kisu tarah tujh ko Malik Sadik ke pas le 
chaluh aur tere ch.ihca ka zulm bayaii karuh, Ghalib hai ki woh 
dosti tumhare bap ki yad kar ke, ek buzna 30 baki hai tujhe de, tab 
un ki madad se tera mulk tere bath awe, aur Chin Maehin ki salta- 
nat tu ba^khatir jam'a kare : aur bilFil is harakat se teri jan bachti 
hai ; agar aur kuchh na hua, to is zalim ke hath se siwae is tadbir 
ke aur koi §urat mukhlisi ki nazar nahih ati. Main ne us ki 
zabani yeh sab kaifiyat sun kar knha, ki Dada jan ! ab tu meri 
jan ka mukhtar hai ; jo mere hakk men bhala ho so kar. Meri 
tasalli kar ke ap biilAur aur 'itr aur jo kuchh wahah ke le jaue ki 
khatir munasib jana kharid karne bazar men gaya. 

Dusre din mere us kafir chacha ke pas (jo bajae Abu Jahl 
ke tha) gaya aur kaha, Jabah-panah 1 Sbah-zade ke mar dalne ki 
ek Surat main ne dil men thahrai hai, agar hukm ho to ^ardh karuh. 
Woh kam-bakht khush bo kar -bola, woh kya tadbir hai? Tab 
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Mubarak ne kabd^ ki is ke mar dalne men sab tarah ap ki bad-nami 
haij magar mnih use bahar jangal men le ja kar tbikane Ingaun, 
aur gdr dab kar chala aunj hargiz koi mahram na hoga ki k} a hud. 
Yeh baiulish Mul arak se sun kar bold, ki bahut mubdrak, main 
yeh chahta huh ki woh salamat na rahe, us kd daghdagba mere dil 
men bai; agar mujbe is fikr se tu chnrdwegd to is khidmat ke 
^iwa^ bahut kuohh pawega: jahah teia ji cbdhe le ja ke khapa de 
aur mujhe yeh khmh-khabari la de. 

Mubdrak ne Badsbdb ki taraf se apni dil-jam^i kar ke mujhe 
sdth liyd, aur we tuMe le kar ddhi rdt ko shahr se kuch kiyd .aur 
uttar ki simt chala. Ek mahine tak pniham ehald ga} d: ek roz 
rdt ko ehale jate the jo Muldrak bold, ki shukr Khudd ka, ab man- 
zil-i-maksud ko pahuhche. Main ne sun kar kahd, ki Dadd, yeh 
tu ne kyd kahd ? Kahne laga^ ai Shah zdde ! jinoh kd lashkar k} d 
nahih dekhtd ? Main ne kahd, mujhe tere siwd aur knchh nazar 
nahih dta. Mubdrak ne ek surma-ddni uikdl kar Sulaimani surme 
ki seldiydh men donoh dhkhoh men pher dm. Wohhih jinoh ki 
khilkat aur lashkar ke tambu kanat nazar due lage, lekin sab 
ttush-ru aur khush- libas. Mubdrak ko pahchau kar har ek ashndi 
ki rdh se gale miltd aur mazdkheh kartd. 

Akhir jdte jate bddsbahi sardohoh ke nazdik gae aur bdrgah 
meh dakhil hue. Dekhtd huh to rausham kaiine se raushan hai, 
aur §iandaiiydh t^rah ba-tariih ki do-ruya bichhi haih, aur 4lini^ 
fddhil, darwesh aur amir, wazir, mir-bakhshi, diwan un par baithe 
baih, aur yasd\^va], gurz-barddr, ahdi, chele hdth bdhdhe khare 
haih, aur darmaydn meh ek tal^t muras^^a kd bichha bai, us par 
Malik Sadik taj aur chdr-kubb motiyoh ki pebne hue masnad par 
takye lagde ban shdu o shaukat se baithd bai. Maih ne nazdik 
jd kar saldin kiyd; mehr-bangi se baithne kd hiikm kiyd; pher 
khdne kd charchd hud. B^ad fardghat ke dastav-khwan barhdya 
gaya : tab Mubdrak ki ta>raf mut&wajjih ho kar aliwdl merdpuchbd. 
Mubdrak kahd, ki ab in ke bap ki jagah par chacba in kd 
pddsbdhat kartd hai, aur in kd dushman-i-jaui hud hai; is liye 
maih inheh wahah se le bhag kar dp ki khidmat meh layd huh, ki 
yatim haih aur sal^anat in kd hakk hai; lekin bighnir muiabbi kisu 
se kuchh nahih ho sakta. I;Iu^ur ki dast-giri ke b’dis is magidtn 
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ki parwarish hoti hai : in ke bap ki khidmat ka hakk jad kar ke 
in ki madad farmaiye^ aur woh chaliswan bandar ’inayat kijiye 30 
ch^Iison pure hon ; aur yeh apne ]^akk ko pahunch kar tumbdre 
jan 0 indl ko du4 den : siwae §ia^ib ki panah ke kof in ka thikand 
nazar nahm ata. 

Yeh tamam kaifiynt sun kar Malik Sadik ne taaromul kar ke 
kab£^ ki waki’i hukuk khidmat aur dosti Padshah maghfur ke hamare 
upar bahut the^ aur yeh be-chata tabab ho kar apni saltanat*i« 
maumsi chhor kar jan bachane ke waste yahah talak aya hai^ aur 
hamare daman-i-daulat men panah Ii hai ; ta makdur kisu t^ra]^ 
ham se kami na hogi aur darguzar na karuhga Lekin ek kam 
Iiamara hai^ agar woh is se ho saka aur khiyanat na ki aur ba-khu- 
bi anjam diya aur is imtihan men pura utra^ to main kaul karar 
karta huh ki ziyada Padshah se suluk karuhga^ aur 30 yeh chaliega 
so duhga. Main ne hath bahdh kar iltimas kiya ki is fidwi se la 
ba*makdur 30 khidmat sarkar ki ho sakegi ba-sar-o-chashm baja 
lawega, aur us ko khubi o diyanat-dari aur hoshyaii se karega, aur 
apni 8a4dat donoh jahan ki samjhega. Farmaya, ki tu abbi larka 
haij is waste bar bar takid karta huh ; mabada khiyanat kare aur 
afat meh pare. Maih ne kaha Khada Padshah ke ikbal se a«aii 
karega, aur maih l^ttal-makdur koshish karuhga aur amanat 
l^udhur tak le auhga. 

Yeh sun kar Malik Sadik ne mujh ko karib bulaya^ aur ek 
kaghaz dastaki se nikal kar mere tarn dekhlaya aur kaba, yeh jis 
shakhs ki shabib hai use jaliah se jane iaiash kar ke meri khatir 
paida kar ke la, aur jis ghari tu us ka nam o nishan pawe aur 
samne jawe, meri ta^'af se bahut isbtiyak zabir kijo : agar yeh 
khidmat tujh se sar-anjam hui to jetni tawakk^u tujhe man^ur hai 
us 86 ziyada ghaur pardakht ki jaegi, wa ilia jaisa karega waisa 
pawega. Maih ne us kaghaz ko jo dekha ghash sa anelaga, ba-zor 
mare dar ke apne taih sahbhala aur kaha, bahut ^ub, maih rukh* 
fiat hota hiih ; agar Khuda ko mera bhala karna haijbo ba-mujib 
hukm i^udhur ke mujb se carnal meh awega. Yeh kab kar Mu- 
barak ko ham-rali le kar jangal ki rah li. Gaho gaho, basti basti, 
shahr shahr, mulk mulk phirne laga, aur har ek se us ka nam o 
nishau tal^^kik karne. Kisu ne na kaha ki hah maih janta huh, ya 
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kisi se mazkur suna hai. Sat baras tak usi ’alam'men ^irani o 
panshani sahta huaek nagar men warid hua, ^imarat»dli aur abad ; 
lekin waban la bar ek mutanatSs Ism i-* Azam parhta tba, aur 
Khuda ki ^ibadat bandagi karta tba. 

Ek and ha Hindustani fakir bbik mangta nazar ava, lekin kisu 
ne ek kuuri ya ek niwala na diva. Miijhe taiajjub ay a, aur us ke 
dpar rahm khaya, jaib men se ek ashrafi nikal kar us ke hath di, 
Wob le kar Lola, ki ai data! Khuda tera bbala kare : tu sbayad 
musafir bai, is sbahr ka bashinda nabm ? Main ne kaba, fil-wak^i 
sat baras se main tabah hua huii ; jis kam ko uikla bun us ka suragh 
nabm milta; aj is balde men a pahuiicha bun. Woh burha du’aon 
de kar cbala^ main us ke pichhe lag liya : bahar shahr ke ek makan 
»ali-sban nazar aya. Woh us ke andar gay a, main bbi cbala : 
dekba to ja ba-ja ^imarat gir pari hai aur be-marammat ho rahi 
hai. 

Main ne dil men kaba, ki yeh mahall laik padsbahoh ke hai > 
jis wakt taiyari is ki hogi kya hi makan dil-cbasp bana hoga I aur 
ab to u Irani se kya surat ban rahi hai 1 Par mialum nabm ki ujar 
kyauii para hai, aur yeh na-bina ‘s mal^all meii kyauh basta hai. 
Woh kor lathi tekta hua chala jata tba ki ek awaz ai, jaise koi 
kahta hai, ki ai bap ! Ichair to hai, aj sawere kyauh phire ate ho ? 
Pir-mard ne sun kar jawab diya, ki beti ! Khhuda ne ek jawan 
musafir ko mere ahwal par mehrban kar diya. 

Us ne ek mubr mujh ko di. Babut dinoh se pet bhar kar 
achcbha kbana na khaya tba; so gosht, masalih, gbi, tel, a^, Ion 
mol liya ; aur teri khatir kapra jo zarur tha khaixd kiya. Ab is 
ko kat'a kar aur si kar pohen, aur kbana paka, to kba pi kar us sakbi 
ke hakk men du^aeii deh. Agarchi ma^lab us ke dil ka mialum 
nabm ; par Kh uda daua bind hai, ham be-kasoh ki du’d kubul kare. 
Main ne yeh ahwal us ki faka-kashi ka jo suna, be-ikhtiyar ji men 
aya ki bis ashrafiyah aur us ko dun ; lekin awaz ki taraf dhyan jo 
kiya to ek laurat dekii ki thik woh taswir usi m^ashuk ki thi. 
Taswir ko nikal kar mukabil kiya, sar-i-mii tafawut ua dekha. 
Ek u^ara dil se uikla aur be-bosli hua. Mubarak mere tain baglial 
mehle kar baitha aur paiikha karne laga. Mujh men zara sa hosh 
aya: usi ki Ur if tak raba tha jo Mubarak ne puchba ki turn kokya 

K 
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ho gayd ? Abhi munh se jawab nahm nikla, wob nazmn boli, ki ai 
jawdn ! Kb,ada se dar aur begaui istin par uigab mat kar ; haja 
aur sbarm sab ko zarur hai. 

Is layakat se gaft-gu ki ki main ns ki i^urat aur sirat par ma^v 
ho gaya. Mubarak meri khatir»dari babut si karne laga^ lekin 
dil ki halat ki us ko kya khabar tbi ? Lachar main pukara^ ki ni 
l^uda ke baado aur is makan ke rabne walo I main gharib musabr 
hun ; agar apne pas mujhe bulao aur rabne ko jagab do, to bari 
bat bai. Us andhe ne nazdik bulaya aur awaz pahcb^n kar gale 
lagaya,aur jahan wob gul-badan baitbi tbi, us makdn menle gaya • 
wob ek kone men cbbup gai. Us burbe ne mujh se puchha, ki 
apna majara kab, ki kyaun ghar bar cbhor kar akela pard phirta 
hai, aur tujhe kis ki talasli hai ? Main ne Malik Sddik ka nam na 
liya, aur waban ka kucbh zikr mazkur na kiya ; is taur se kaba, ki 
yeh be-kas Shab-zada Chin o M achm ka hai, cbunancbe mere Waliy- 
i-n^mat hanoz. padsbah bain. Ek saudagar se lakbon rupai de kar 
yeh taswir mol li thi ; us ke dekne se sab bosh aram jata raba, aur 
fakir ka bbes kar kar tamam dunya cbban mari, ab yaban mera 
matlab mila hai, so tumbara ikbtiyar hai. 

Yeh suu kar andhe ne ek ah mari aur bola, ai ^aziz ! men larki 
bari musibat men giriftar hai ; kisu bashar ki majal nalim ki is 
se nikah kare aur pbal pavve. Main ne kaba umid-war bun ki 
mufassal bayan karo. Tab us mard-i-^A jami ne apna majara is 
taur se zabir kiya, ki sun ai Padsbah-zade ! main rais aur akabar 
is kam-bakbt shahr ka bun. Mere buzrug nam-awar aur 4li- 
Randan the ; I^akk T’ala ne yeh beti mujhe ^inayat ki. Jab baligh 
hui, to is ki kbub-surati aur nizakat aur salike ka sbor hua. aur sare 
mulk men masbhur hua ki fulane ke gbar men aisi larki bai ki 
us ke mukabil lJur Pari bbi sharminda hai, insan ka to kya munh 
hai ki barabari kare ? Yeh Parif is shahr ke Shab-zade ne suni* 
Qhaib-ana bighair dekhe bbdle »ashik hua, khana pina cbhor diya, 
athu khatwati le kar para. 

Akbir Padsh&b ko yeh bat m’aliim bui ; mere tarn rat ko' 
khalwat men bulaya aur yeh mazkur darmaydn mm laya, aur 
mujhe bitoh men phuslfiya, hatta ki nisbat nata karne men rfidhf 
kiya. Main bbi samjba, ki jab beti ghar men paida hui to kisu 
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ua kisii se bjaba hi cMhiye : pas is se kya behtav hai ki Bddshah- 
zade se mansub kar dun ? Is men Padshah bhi minnat-w&r hot£ hai. 
Main kubul kar ke rukhsat hua : usi din se donoh taraf taiy^ii 
byah ki hone lagi, Ek roz achchhi sa^at men Mdhi, mufti^ >^lini, 
fadhil. akabir sab jam^a hue, nikah bahdha gaya aur mahr 
niu^aiyan hua. Dulhan ko bari dhum dham se le gae ; sab rusuin 
rusumat kar ke farigh hue. Nausha ne jab rat ko ka$d sone ka 
kiya, us makan men ek shor ghul aisa hua ki jo bahar log chauki 
men the, hairan hue ; darwaza kothri ka khol kar chaha, dekhen ki 
} eh kya afat hai. Andar se aisa band tha ki kewdr khol ua sake. 
Ek dam men woh rone ki awaz bhi kam hui ; pat ki chul utha kar 
dekha ki dulha ka sar kata hua para tarapta hai, aur dulhan ke 
muhh se kaf chala jata hai, aur usi mitti lahu men letbri hui be- 
hawass pan lotti hai. 

Yeh ^iyamat dekh kar sab ke hosh jate rahe; aisi khushi men 
yeh ghamm zahir hua. Padshah ko khabar pahuhchi; sar pitta 
hua daura. Tamam arkan sultanat ke jam’a hue ; par kisu ki ^akl 
kam nahih karti, ki is ahvval ko daryaft kare. Nihayat ko 
Padshah iie us kalak ki halat men hukm ki} a ki is kam-bakhb 
bhond-pain dulhan ka bhi sar kat dalo. Yeh bat Padshah ki 
z iban se johhih nikli, pher waisa hi hangama barpa hua. 
l^ddshah dara aur apni jan ke khatre senikal bhaga, aur farmaya ki 
ise mahall se bahar nikal do. Khwasoh ne is larki ko mere gbar 
men pahuhchd diya. Yeh charcha dunya men mashhur hua, 
jin ne suna hairan hua j aur Shah-zade ke mare jane ke sabab se 
khhud Padshah aur jetne bashiude is shahr ke haih mere dushman- 
i-jaiu hue. 

Jab matam-dari se faraghat hui, aur cbehlum ho chukd, Padshah 
ne arkan-i-daulat se salah puchhi, ki ab kya kiya chahye ? Sabhoh 
ne kaha, aur to kuchh nahih ho gakta, par zahir men dil ki tasalli 
aur §abr ke waste us larki ko us ke bap samet marwa daliye, aur 
ghar bar dhabat kar lijiye. Jab meri yeh saza mukarrar ki, kotwal 
ko b^km hua; us ne a kar charon taraf se meri liaweli kogherliya, 
aur nar-singa damaze |lpar bajaya, aur chaba ki andar ghuseh aur 
Padshah ka hukm baja laweh. Qhaib se iht patthar aise baraene 
lage ki tamam fauj tab na la saki, apua sar muhli bacha kar jidhar 
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tidhar thagi : aur ek awaz muhib Padshah ne mahall men apne 
kanoh suiu, ki kyaun kam-bakkti ai hai, kya Shaitaii laga hai ? 
Bhala chahta hai to us uiznm ke ahwal ka muta^arri^ na ho, 
nahm to jo* kuchh tere bete ne us se shadi kar kar dekha^ tu bhi us 
ki dushmani se dekhega ; ab agar un ko satawega to saza pawega. 

Padshah ko mare dahshat ke tap charhi ; wonhm hukm Idya ki 
iu bad-bakhtoh se koi muzahim na ho, kuch kaho na simo, haweli 
men pare rahne do, zor rolm in par na karo. Us din se ^amil bao 
batas jdn kar da»a t^awiz, aur syane jautar mantar karte haiii, aur 
sab bashinde is shahr ke Ism-i-^A^m aur Kurau Majid parhte hain. 
Muddat se yeh tamasha ho raha hai, lekin ab tak kuchh asiar 
m^alum nahm hota, aur mujhe bin hargiz ittiba nahm ; magar is 
larki se ek bar puchha^ ki turn ne apni aukhoh se kya dekha tha ? 
Yeh boll, ki aur to kuchh main nahm janli, lekiii yeli nazar aya ki 
jis wiikt mere khawrnd ne kasd sone ka kiya, chhat phut kar ek 
fakht murass’a ka nikla; us par ek jawau khub-surat shahana libas 
pehne baitha tha ; aur sath bahut sc adami ihtimam karte hue us 
makan men ae, aur Shah-zade ke katl ke musta^idd hue. Wo»h 
shakhs sardar mere nazdik aya aur bola, kyaun jain ! ab ham se 
kahafi bhagogi? Un k{ suraten adami ki si thm, lekiii paoh bakri- 
yoh ke se nazar de. Mera kaleja dharakne laga aur khauf se ghasb 
men agai ; pher mujhe kuchh sudh nahm ki akhir kya hua. 

Tab se mera yeh ahwal hai ki is tute makan men ham donoh jf 
pare rahte haih. Padshah ke ghusse ke ba^is apne rafik sab juda ha 
gae; aur main gadai karne jo nikalta huh to koi kauri nahm deta^ 
Balki ddkan par khare ralme ke rawa-dar nahm. Is kani-bakht 
larki ke badau par lattd nahm ki sar chhupawe, aur kbdiie ko 
muyassar nabm jo pet bhar khavve. Khuda se yeh cbdhtd huh ki 
maut hamari awe, yd zamiu phdte aur yeh nd-shudam samdwe; is 
jine se mama bhala hai. Khuda ne shayad hamare waste tujhe 
bheja hai, jo tii ne rahm kha kar ek muhr di ; khdnd bin mazeddr 
paka kar khayd, aur beti ki khutir kaprd bin bandya. Khudd ki 
dargdh men shukr kiyd aur tujhe du’a di : agar is par df^eb Jinn ya 
Pari ka na hold to teri khidmat men launch ki jagah detd aur 
apni sa’adat jdntd. Yeh ahwdl is ’ajiz ka hai ; tu us ke darpai 
Hiiat lio aur is kasd se darguzar. 
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Yeh sab majara sun kar main ne bahut minnat o zarf ki ki 
mujhe apni farzandi men kubul kar; 30 men kismat men bada 
hoga so hoga. Woh pir-mard hargiz radhi na hua. Jab sham hui, 
us se rukhsat bo kar sara men aya. Mubarak ne kaha, lo Sbah- 
zade ! mubarak ho, Khuda ne asbab to durust kiya hai ; bare yeh 
mihnat akarat na gai. Main ne kaba, a] kefni kbiisbatnad ki, par 
woh andha be-iman radhi nahin hota; Khuda jane dewe{i;a ya 
nahm. Par mere dil ki yeh halafc tbi ki rat katm mnsbkil hui ki 
kab §ubh ho to pher 3 a kar hadhir hun ; kabhd yeh khayal dta tha, 
agar woh mehrbaii ho aur Imbul kare to Mubarak Malik Sadik ki 
khatir le jaega. Pher kahta, bhala hath to awe, Mubarak ko mana 
wana kar man ^aish kardhga. Pher 31 men yeh khatra ata ki agar 
Mubarak bhi kubdl kare, to jinon ke hath fc wohi n.iubat meri hogi 
30 Badshah-zade ki hui j aur is shahr ka Badshah kab chahega ki 
us ka beta mara 3‘ae aur ddsra kljushi manae. 

Tamain rat nmd uchat ho gai aur usi mansdbe ke uljhere men 
kati j jab roz-i-raushan hua main chala ; chauk men se achchhe 
thau poshaki aur gota kinari aur mewa-i-khushk 0 tar kharid kar ke 
us buzurg ki khidmat men hadhir hua. Nihayat Hiush ho kar 
bold, ki sab ko apni jau se ziyada kuchh ^aziz nahin, par agar meri 
yan bhi tere kam awe to daregh na kardh, aur apni beti abhi tore 
hawale karun ; lekin yehi khauf ata hai ki is harakut se teri jan ko 
khatra na ho, ki yeh dagh Tanat ka meredpar ta ICiyamat raho. 
Main ne kaha, ah is basti men be-kas wak^i hdn, aur turn mere din 
dunya ke bap ho : main is arzu men muddat se kya kya tabahi aur 
parishaiii klnncbta hua aur kaise kaise sadme utbata hua yahati tak 
aya ,aur matlab ka bhi suragh pay a. Khuda ne tumheii bin mehr- 
ban kiya, 30 byah dene par ridha-mand hue, lekin mere waste aga 
pichha karte ho : zara munsif ho kar ghaur farmao to ki ^ishk ki 
talwar se sar baehaua aur apni jau ko chhupana kis mazhab men 
durust hai ? Harehi bada bad, main ne sab tarah apne tahi bar- 
bad diya hai. M^ashdk ke wisal ko main zindagi samajhta hdn. 
Apne m arne jine ki mujlie kuchh parwali nahm; balki agar na^ 
wmid hdfiga to bin ajal mar jadfiga, aur tumhara IJiyamat men 
darnan-gir hdhga. 

Gharadh is guft o shuuid \i\ir ban na men karib ek rnahii^e ke 




150 


Bdgh-o-hahdr. 


khauf 0 rija men guzra ; har roz us biizurg ki khidmat men daurf 
jata^ aur ^ush-amad baramad kiya kart a. Ittifakau woh burba 
kaliil hua^ main us ki bimar*daii men ha^ir raba j hamesba 
karura hakim pas le jata^ jo nuskha likb deta usi tarkib se bana 
kar pilata^ aur shola aur ghiza apne bath se paka kar koi niwala 
kbilata. Ek din mebrban ho kar kabne laga^ ai jawan ! tu bara 
dhiddi hai ; main ne harchand kabahateh kah suuaih, aur man'a 
kartd biih ki is kam sebaz a> jau bai to jabati hai ; par kbw^b ma- 
^wah kue men gira cbahta bai. Acbcbha aj apm larki se tera 
mazkur karuhga^ dekbuh wob kya kahti hai. 

Ya fukara Allah ! yth khush-khabari sun kar main aisa phula 
ki kapron men na samaya^ adab baja laya aur kaba^ ki ab ap ne 
mere jme ki fikr ki. Rukhsat ho kar makan par aya aur iamam 
sbab Mubarak se yehi zikr mazkur raba ; kahah ki umd aur kabah 
ki bbukh? Subh ko nur ke wakt pher ja kar maujud baa ; salam 
kiya. Farmane laga, ki lo apni beti ham ne turn ko di, Khuda mu- 
barak kare, turn donoh ko Khuda ki hifz o amau men sohpa ; jab 
tak mere dam men dam hai men ahkhoh ke eamne rabo ; jab merr 
ahkh mund jaegi, jo tumbare ji men awega so kijo, mu^tar ho. 

Ketue din picbhe woh mard-i-buzurg jah-ba-i^akk taslim hua ^ 
10 pit kar tajbiz takfin kiya, B^ad tije ke us naznih ko Mubdrak 
doll kar kar karawah-sara men le aya, aur mujh se kaha, ki yeh 
amanat Malik Sadik ki bai ; khabar-dar ^iyanat na kijo, aur yeh 
mihuat mashakkat barbad na dijo. Main ne kaba, ai Kaka ! Malik 
Sadik yabah kabah bai j dil nabm manta, kyauhkar sabr karuh ? 
Jo kuchh ho so ho, jiyuh y£ maruh, ab to ^aish kar luh. Mubarak 
ne dikk ho kar dahta, ki larakpan na karo, abbi ek dam men 
kuchh ka kucbh bo jata hai ; Malik Sadik ko dur jante ho, jo us k& 
farmand uahih mante ho ? Usnechaltewaktpahlehi uhchnioh sab 
samjhd di bai ; agar us ke kabne par raboge, aur sahih salamat 
ko wahah tak le cbaloge, to woh bhi padsbah bai, sbayad tumbdri 
mili^Dat par tawajjuh kar ke tumbm ko ba^sb de to ky& acbcbh 
b£t howe ; pit ki pit rahe aur mit ka mit hath lage. 

Efire us ke darane aur samjbane se main hairdn ho kar chupk£ 
ko rahfi : do sdh^niyah ^arid kih, aur kajawoh par sawdr ho kar 
Malik Sadik ke mulk ki rdh K, Chalte chalte ek maidan men dwdz 
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ghul shorki aHe lagi. Mubarak ne kaha, sbukr Kkuda ka bamar! 
mihnat nek lagi, yeh lasbkar jmoh ka a pahunclia. Bare Mubarak 
ile un se mil jul kar puchha, ki kah^n ka ^irada hai ? Woh bole, ki 
Padshah ne tdtnhare istikbal ke wdste hameh ta^indt kiya hai ; ab 
tumhare farman-bardar hain ; a^ar kaho to ek dam men ru-ba-ru 
lo chalen. Mubarak ne kaba, dekho^ kis kis mihnatoii se J^uda ne 
hameh surkh-ru kiya ; ab jaldi kya ^arur hai ? Agar Khuda na- 
khwasta kuchh khalal ho jawe, to hamaii mihnat akarat ho, aur 
Jah&h-pandh ki gadhabi men pareh. Sabhoh ne kaba, ki is ke turn 
mukhtar ho, jig t^rah ji ehahe chalo. Agarchi sab aram thd 

par rat din chalne se kam tha« 

Jab nazdik jd pahuhche, main Mubarak ko sota dekh kar us 
ndznm ke kadamoh par sar rakh kar apne dil ki be karari aur 
Malik Sddik ke sabab se lachari nihayat minnat o zari se kabne 
laga, ki jis roz se tumhari taswir dekhi hai, khwab o khorish aur 
drdm main ne apne upar haram kiya hai : ab jo Khuda ne yeh din 
dckbayd to begana ho ralia huh. Farmane lagi, ki mera bbi dil 
tumhari taraf mail hai, ki turn ne meri khdtir kya kya haraj maraj 
u^aya, aur kis kis masbakkatoh se le ae ho : Khuda ko yad karo 
aur mujhe bhul na jdiyo ; dekho to parda-i ghaib se kyd zahir hotd 
hai, Yeh kah kar aisi be-ikhtiyar darh mar kar roi ki hichki 
lag gai. Idhar merd yeh hai, udhar us ka woh ahwal. Is meh 
Mubarak ki nihd tut gai. Woh ham donoh mushtfikoh ka rona 
dekh kar rone lagd aur bola, kha^ir jam^a rakho ; ek raughan mere 
pds hai, us gul-badan ke badau meh mal duiigd ; us ki bu se Malik 
Sadik kd ji hat j^^ga ; glidlib hai ki tumhih ko bakhsb de. 

MubSrak se yeh tadbir sun kar dil ko dhdras ho gai : us ke 
gale se lag kar lar kiya aur kaha, ai Dadd ! ab tu mere bap k^ 
jagah hai. Tere bd^is meri jdn bachi ; ab blii aisd kam kar jis 
meh meri zindagani ho, nahm to is ghamm meh mar jauhga. Us 
ne dher si tasalli di. Jab rozd-raushan hud awaz jinoh ki m^alum 
hone lagi : dekha to kai khawass Malik Sadik ke ae haih, aur do 
siri pao hhdri hamdre liye Ide haih, aur ek chau-dol motiyoh ki 
tor pari hui un ke eath hai, Muhdrak ne us ndznih ko woh tel 
mal diya, aur poshdk pohnd bando karwd kar Malik Sadik ke pas 
le chala. Padshah ne dekh kar mujhe bahut sar-fardz kiyd aur 
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'izzab o hurmat se bithaya, aur farmanc laga, ki tujli se main aisa 
suluk karunga, ki kisu ne aj tak kisu se na kiya hoga. Padshahat 
to tere bap ki maujud hai ; ^alawa ab tu mere bete ki jagah hua. 
Ye tawajjuh ki baten karraha tha, etne men woh naznm bhi ru- 
ba-ru ai : us raughan ki bu se yak ba-yak dimagh paraganda hua, aur 
hal be-hal ho gay a ; tab us has ki na la saka, uth kar bahar chala 
gaya, aur ham donon ko bulwaya, aur Mubarak ki taraf mutawaj- 
jih ho kar farmaya, ki kyaun ji! khdb shart baja lae. Main ne 
kbabardar kar diya tha ki agar khiyanat karoge to khafagi men 
proge, Yeh bu kaisi hai ? Ab dekho tumhara kya hal karta huh. 

Pher raeri taraf ahkheh nikal kar ghura aur kahne laga, yeh 
tera kam hai ! aur taish men a kar muhh se bura bhala baknelaga. 
Us wakt us ke bat kahao se yeh m^alum hota tha ki shayad jan se 
mnjhe marwa dalega. Jab main ne us ke bashre se yeh daryaft 
kiya, apne ji se hath dho kar aur jan kho kar sar-ghilaf Muba- 
rak ki karaar se khihch kar Malik Sadik ki tohd men mari, 
Chhim ke lagte hi nihura aur jhuma ; main ne hairan ho kar jana 
ki mukarrar mar gaya. Pher apne dil men khayal kiya ki zakhm 
to aisa kan uahih laga, yeh kya sabab hua ? Main khara dekhta 
tha ki woh zamm par lot lat gehd ki surat ban kar asraan ki taraf 
ur chala. Aisa baland hua ki akhir nazroh se ghaib ho gaya ; pher 
ek pal ke b^ad bijliki tarah karakta aur ghusse mehkuchh be-m'ana 
bakta hua niche aya aur mujhe ek lat mari ki main teora kar 
charoh sliaiie chit gir para aur ji dub gaya. Khuda jane ketni der 
men bosh aya ; ahkheh khol kar jo dekha to ek aise jangal meh 
para huh ki jahah siwae kikar aur teh^i aur jbar-beri ke darakht- 
oh ke kuchh aur nazar nabih ata. Ab us ghan ^aW kuchh kam 
nahih karti ki kya karuh aur kahah jauh ! Na-umidi se ek ah bhar 
kar ek taraf ki rah li. Agar kahm koi adami ki surat na^ parti 
to Malik Sadik ka nam puchhta, Woh diwana jan kar jawab 
deta ki ham ne to us ka nam bin nahih suna. 

Ek roz pabar par ja kar main ne bhi irada kiya ki apne taih 
gira kar dhay^i karuh ; joh musta^idd girne ka hua wohi sawar 
Sahib-i-Zul-Fikar burk^a-posh a pahuhcha aur bola, ki kyaun tu 
apni jan khota hai ? Adami par dukh dard sab kuchh hota hai; 
ab tere bure din gae aur bhale din ae : jald Rum ko ja ; tin shakhs 
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aise hi age gae hain, un Be mulakat kar aiir wahan ke Sultan ee mil : 
turn pafiehon ka mat-lab ek hi jagah mile^a. Is fakir ki sair ka 
yell majara liai jo kiya. Bare hasharat se apne Mania Mush- 
kil-Kusha ki murshidohke hiidhur men a pahuhcha huh; aur Bad- 
shah zill-Ullah ki bhi mulazamat hasil bin, chahiye ki ab sab ki 
khatir jam^a ho. 

Ye bateh char Darwesh aur Padshah men ho rahm thm, ki 
etne men ek mahalli Badshah ke mahall men se daura ava, aur 
raubarak-bad ki taslimeh Padshah ke hudhur baja laya aur Wdh 
ki, ki is vvakt shah-zada paida hua, ki aftab o mahtab us ke husn 
ke lu-ba-ru sharminda haih. Padshah ne muta^ajjib ho kar 
puchha, ki zahir men to kisu ko haml na tha ; yeh aftab kis ke 
Burj-i-^Eamal se iiarnud hua ? Us ne iltimas kiya ki Mah Eu 
khawass, jo bahut dinoh se gha^ab-i-Padshahi men pan thi, be- 
kasoh ki manind ek kone men rahti thi, aur mare dar ke us ke 
nazdik koi na jata na ahwal puchhta tha, us par yeh fadhl-i-Ilahi 
hua ki chahd sfi beta us ke pet se paida hua. 

Padshah ko aisi khushi hasil hui ki shayaf shadi-marg ho jae. 
Charon fakir ne bhi dii a di, ki bhald baba ! tera ghar abad rahe 
aur us ka kadam mubarak lio, tere saye ke tale burha hard ho. 
Padshah ne kaha, yeh tumhare kadam ki baiakat hai; wa ilia na 
apne to shan guman men bhi yeh bat na thi ; ijazat ho to ja kar 
dekhuh, Davweshon ne kaha, Bismillak sidhariye. Padshah 
mahall men tashrif le gae, Shahzade ko god men liya aur shukr 
Parwardagar ki janab men kiya; kaleja thandha hua. Wohbih 
chhati se lagae hue la kar fakiroh ke kadamoh par dala. Dar- 
weshon ne du^aen dm, parh kar jhar punk diya. Bddshah ne 
jashan ki taiyari ki, dohri naubateh jharne lagih, khizane ka 
muhh khol diya, dad o dehish se ek kauri ke muhtaj ko lakhpati 
kar diya. Arkao-i-daulat jetne the sab ko do-chand jagir o man- 
sab ke farman ho gae. Jetna lashkar tba unheh pahch baras ki 
talab in^am bin. Maslaikh aur akabir ko madad-i-ma^ash aur 
altamgha ^inayat hua ; be-nawaoh ke mite aur tukar-gadaoh ke 
chamle ashrafi aur rupaoh ki khichri se bliar diye ; aur tin baras ka 
]^izana ra'iyat ko mu^af kiya, ki jo kiichli bo wen joteh donon 
Ihisse apne gharoh men utha le jaeh. ^ 
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Tatnam sbahr men hazari b izari ke gharon men jahan dekho 
Walian thai thai nach ho ralia hai* Mare khushi ke har ek 
adn£ ^ila paJehaii i-wakfc ban baitha. ^Ain shadi men ek bargi 
andardn-i-mahall se rone pitne ka ghul utha : khawasen aur Tur- 
kini} an aur Urdabegniyan aur mahalli khoje sar men khak dalte 
hue bahar nikal ae, aur Padshah se kabd, ki jis wakt Shah-zade ko 
tiihla dhula kar dai ki god men diya ek abr ka tukra aya aur dai 
ko gher liya. B^ad ek dam ke dekben to anga be-hosh pan hai> 
aur Shah-zadagbaib ho gaya. Yeh kya Kiyamat tuti I Badsbali 
yeh ta^ajjubat sun kar haiian bo raha, aiir iamam mulk men 
wawaila pan. Do din tak kisu ke ghar handi na charhf ; Shah- 
55ade ka ghamm khdte aur apna lahu pite the; gharadb zindaganf 
se laohar the 30 is tarah jfte the. 

Jab tisra din hud, wohi badal pher aya aur ek pinguid j'ardd 
motiyon ki tor pan hui Idyd. Use mahall men rakh kar dp hawd 
hud. Logon ne Shah-zdde ko us men anguthd chu^e hue payd. 
Bddshah-Begam He laldi balden le kar hdthon men uthd kar chhatf 
se laga liya : dekha to kurta db-i-rawan kd motiyon kd dar-ddman 
taka bud gale men hai, aur us par shalukd tamdmi ka pelindyd bai^ 
aur bath pdon men kharue murass’a ke aur gale men baikal nau* 
ratan ki pan hai, aur jhunjhund chusni chatte-batte 3’ardu dhare 
bain. Sab mare khushi ke wari pheri hone lagin, aur du’den dene 
lagin ki teii mdn kd pet thandha rahe, aur tu burhd arhd ho. 

Padshah ne ek bard mahall nayd t^amir karwd kar aur farsh 
bicbhwa kar us men darweshoii ko rakhd. Jab sal^anat kekam se 
faraghatboti tab abaithte, aur sab tarah se kbidmat aur khabar-gM 
karte: lekin bar chand ki nau-chandi JumVrat ko wohi pdra-i« 
abr fita, aur Shah-zdde ko le jdtd. B^ad do din ke tuhfa khilaune 
aur saugbaten bar ek mulk ki aur bar ek kism ki Shah-zdde ke satb 
le ata, jiii ke dekbne se ^akl iusan ki hairin ho jdti. lei k’dide se 
Pddshah-zade ne kbairiyat se satwen baras men pdon diya. ^Ain 
i^l-girah ke roz Padshah Azad Bakht ne fakiron se kabd, Safn 
Allah ! kucbh m^aldm nabin hota ki Shah-zdde ko kaun le jdtd bai^ 
uiur pher de jata hai; bard ta'ajjub hai : dekhiye anjam is ka kyd 
bold hai. Darwesbon ne kahd, ek kam karo ; ek shukka-i-sbaukiya 
is ma^J^mun ka likb kar Sbah-zade ke gahwdre men rakb do^ ki 
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tumhari mebrbangi aur mahabbat dekh kar apnfi bhi dil mushtak 
mulakat ki hua liai. Agar dosti ki rah se apne ahwal ki ittil^a 
dfjiye to kbatir-jam'a bo aur hairanl bil-kul dafa bo. Padshah 
ne muwafiik sal ah darwesbon ki afsbanf kagliaz par ek ruk^a usi 
^ibarat ka tarkira kiya aur mahd-i-zarrm paen rakb diya. 

Shab-zada ba-mujib Vaida-i-kadim ke ghaib hua ; jab sh4m bm 
Azad Bakht darwesbon ke bistaron par d kar baithe aur kalima 
kalam bone laga« Ek kaghaz lipta hua Padshah ke pas a para i 
khol kar parhd to jawdb usi shukke ka tha; yehi do sataren likhi 
thin, ki hamen bhi apna musbtak janiye j sawaii ke liye takht jata 
hai ; is wakt agar tashrif la*ye to bebtar bai, ba-ham molakat bo ; 
sab asbab^aisho-o-tarab ka muhaiyd hai, sahib hi ki jagab ]^dli 
hai. Padshah dfzad Bakbfc darwesbon ko barn»rdb le kar takht par 
baithe ; wob takht Hadhrat Sulaimart ke ta^t ki manind bawd 
par chala. Rafta rafta aise makan par ja utre ki ^iinarat 4li- 
shan aur taij’dri ka sdman iiazar ata hai ; lekin yeh nahih m’alum 
hota ki j^ahah koi hai ya nahin. Etne men kisu ne ek ek salai 
Sulaimdni surme ki un pahehon ki ahkhoh men pber di. Do do 
bunden dnsu ki tapak parih : paryon ka akhdra dekha ki istikbdl 
ki khatir gulab-pasheh liye hue aur rang ba-rang ke jore pebne 
hue khara hai. 

Azad Bakht age ebale, to do-roya hazaron pari-zdd muaddab 
khare bain, aur sadr men ek takht zamurrad ka dbara hai, us par 
Malik Shabbal, Shah Rukh ka betd, takye lagae bare tuzuk se 
baithahaij aur ek pari-zad larki ru-ba-ru baithi Shah-zdda-i- 
Ba^tydr ko sath khel rahi hai, aur donon baghal men kursiydh aur 
sandliydh karine se bichbi bain, un par *umda pari-zad baithi 
bain. Malik Shahbdl I’ddsbah ko dekhte hi sarv-kadd utha aur takht 
se utar kar baghal-gir hua, aur hath men bath pakre apne barabar 
takht par la kar bitbdi a, aur bare tapak aur garm-joshi se ba-ham 
guft-gu hone lagi. Tamdm roz hansi khushi khane aur mewe aur 
khush-buon ki dbiydfat rabi, aur rag rang sund kiye. Dusre din jabj 
pber donon badshdh jam^a hue, Shahbdl ne Badshah se darweshoii 
ke satb lane ki kaifiyat puchhi. 

Bddshah ne chdron be-nawaon ka mdjaia jo sund tha mufasi^a 
bajdu kiya, aur safarish ki aur madad chain, ki inhion,,ne etnt 
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imihnat aur mnsibat klnriclu hai ; ab sahib ki tawajjuli se agar apne 
apne maksad k(? pahuhebeh to sawab-i-^azira hai, aur yeh miiMis 
bhi tamanri ^umr shukr-guzar rahega : ap ki nazar-i-tawajjuh sein 
sab ka bera par hot a hai. Malik Shahbal ne sun kar kaha, ba sar 
o chashm, main tumliare farmane se kasir nalim. Yeh kali kar 
nigah-i-garm se dewoh aur paryoh ki taraf dekha, aur bare bare 
jinn jo jahah sardar the un ko name likhe, ki is farman ke dekhte 
hi apne tain hud^ur-i-pur-iiur men halhir karo : agar kisi ke ane 
men tawakkuf lioga to apni s;iza pawega, aur pakra hua awega : 
aur adam-zad, khwah ^aurat khwab mard, jis ke pas ho use apne 
sail) liye awe. Agar koi poshida kar rakhega aur saniy-ul-hal 
zahir hoga, to us ka zan o buehcha kolhu men pera jaega, aur us 
ka nam ni&=hau baki na rahega. 

Yeh hukm-nama le kar deo charoh taraf miita’aiyan hue. 
Yahah donoh pad&hahoh men suhbat garm hui aur bateh ikhtilat 
ki hone lagih. Us men Malik Shahbal darweshoh so mukhatib ho 
kar bola, ki apne tain bhi ban arzu larke hone ki thi, aur dil men 
yeh a^hd kiya tha ki agar Khuda beta de ya beti, to us ki shadi 
bani-adam ke badshah ke yahah jo larka paida hoga us se karuhga. 
Is niyat karne ke b’ad m^alum hua ki Padshah- Begam pet se haih. 
Bare din aur gharyah aur mahme ginte ginte pure din hue, aur 
yeh larki paida hui. Muwafik w^ade ke talash karne ke waste 
^alam-i-jinnat ko main ne hukm kiya, ki char-dahg dunya men 
just-ju karo ; jis badshah ya shahanshah ke yahah farzand paida 
hua ho us ko ba-jins ihtiyat se jald u^ha kar le ao. Wohhin ba- 
mujib farman ke charoh simt pari-zad paraganda hue ; b^ad der ke 
is Shah-zade ko mere pas le ae. 

Maih ne sbukr Khuda ka kiya aur apni god meh le liya ; apnx 
betf se ziyada is ki mahabbat mere dil meh paida hui, Ji naluh 
chahta ki ek dam nazroh se juda karuh ; lekin is khatir bhej deta 
huh, ki agar us ke ma bap na dekhehge to un ka kya ahwal 
hoga. Lihaza har mahme meh ek bar mahga leta huh ; kai din 
apne nazdik rakh kar pher bhej deta huh. Inshd Allah Ta^dldy 
ab hamare tumbare mulakat hui, us ki kat-khudai kar deta huh; 
mant hayat sab ko lagi pan hai, bhala jite ji in ka sehra dekh 
!eh. ^ 
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Fadsbah -^zad Bakhfc ve baten Malik Sliahbal ki suii kar aur 
us ki dekh kar iiibayat mahzuz hue, aur bole, pahle ham 

ko Shah-zade ke gbaib ho jane aur pber ane se ^ajab ^ajab tarah ke 
khatre dil men ate the ; lekin ab sahib ki guft-£>u se tasalli liuu 
Yeh beta ab tumhara bai, jis men tiimhari khiishi ho so kijiye. 
Gharadh donoh padsbahoh ki suhbat raanind shir o shakar ke 
rabti aur ^aish karte. Das pahchdin ke ^arse men bare bare padsbah 
GuUstan-i-Iiam ke aur kohistan ke aur jaziioh ke (jin ki talab ki 
khatir log ta'inat hue the) sab a kar hndhiir men hadhir hue. 
Pahle Malik Sadik se farmaya, ki tere pas jo adam-zad hai hadhirkar. 
Us ne nipat gham o gbussa kiid kar laobar us gul-^azar ko hadhir 
kiya, aur Wilayt-i-MJmman ke padsbah se Shah-zadi Jinn ki (jis 
ke wai^e Shah-zada Mulk-i-Nim Koz ka gao-sauar ho kar saudai 
band tbd) mdiigi. Us ue bhi baliut si ^uzr rn^izarat kar ke hddhir 
ki. Jab Pddshdb-i-Firang Id betJ aur Bebzdd Khaii ko talab kiya 
sab munkir pdk hue, aur ^ladhrat Sulaimdn Idkasam khdne lage. 

Akhir Daryd-i-Kulzum ke Pddshdh se jab piichhne ki naubat 
di, to wob sar nichd kar ke chup ho rahd. Malik Shabbdl ne us 
ki khdtir ki aur kasam di, aur umidwdr sar-fardzi kd kiyd, aur 
kucbh dbaufis-dharkd bbi diyd. Tab woh bin hath jor kar ^irdh 
karne lagd, ki Pddshdh Saldmat! hakikat yeh hai ki jab pddshdh 
apne bete ke istikbdl ki khdtir drayd par dyd, aur Shah zdde ne 
mare jaldi ke gbord daryd men cldid, ittifdkan main us roz sair o 
shikdr ki khdtir nikld thd. Us jagah merd guzar hud, sawdii 
khari kar ke yeh tamdshd dekh rahd thd ; is men Shah-zddi ko bbi 
ghori daryd men le gai. Meri nigdli jo us par pari, dil be-il^tiydr 
hud : pad-zddoh ko hukm kiyd ki Sliah-zddi ko ba-ma^e ghori le do. 
Us ke piLdihe Behzdd Khdii ne ghord plidikd, jab woh bhi ghote 
khdne lagd; US ki dildwari aur marddnagi pasanJ di, us ko bhi 
hdthohhdth pakar liyd. Un donoh ko le kar main ne sawdri pheii ; 
so we donoh sahib saldmat mere pas maujiid haiii. 

Yeh ahwdl kah kar donoh ko rd-ba-ru buldyd. Aur Sultdn-i- 
Sham ki Shah-zddi Id taldsh bahiit ki, aur sabhoh se ha-sakhti o 
muldyamat istiftdr kiyd, lekin kisu ne hdmi na bhari aur na ndrn 
o nishdn batdyd. Tab Malik Shabbdl ue farmaya, ki koi pddshdh 
yd sarddr gliair-hddhir bhi hai yd sab d chuke? Jinoh ne ’drdh ki^ 
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ki Jahan-panah ! sab hudhur men ae bain^ magfar ek musalsal jadu 
(jis ne Koh-i-Kaf ke parde men tk kiba jadu ke ^ilm se banaya hai) 
woh ap ne ghurur se nahm aya bai ; aur ham ghulamoh ko t^kat 
nabfh jo ba-zor us ko pakar laweh ; woh bara kalb makan hai^ aur 
woh khud bhi bara Shaitan bai. 

Yell sun kar Malik Shah bai ko tmsh aya^ aur laraki fauj jinoh 
aur ^ifriton aur pari-zadoh ki tiaiuafc ki aur farmaya, agar rasti 
men us Shab-zadi ko path le kar hadhir ho fabiba^ wa-illa-na 
us ko zer o zabar kar ke musbkeh bandh kar le ao, aur us ke 
garb aur mulk ko nest na-bud kar ke gaJhe ka hal phirwa 
do. Wohbin hukm bote bi aisi ketni fauj rawana hui ki ek adh 
din ke larse men waise josh kharosh wale sar-kasb ko halka-ba- 
gosli kar ke pakar lae, aur hudhur men dast*basta kbara kiya. 
Malik Shahbal ne harchand sar-zanish kar kar puchha^ lekiti us 
magbrur ne siwae na ke hah na ki. Nihayat ko ghusse ho kar far- 
maya ke is mardud ke band band juda karo, aur kijal khihch kar 
bhus bharo ; aur pari-zadoh ke lasbkar ko ta^aiyun kiya ki Koh-i* 
]Kaf meh ja kar dhuhdh dhahdh kar paida karo. Woh lasbkar-i- 
muta^aiyana Shah-zadi ko bhi talash kar ke le ay a, aur hudhur 
meh pahuhchaya. Un sab asiroh ne aur charoh fakiroh ne Malik 
Shahbal ka hukm aur insaf dekli kar du^aeh dih aur shad hue* 
Padshah Azad Bakht bbi bahut khusb hua. Tab Malik Shahbal ne 
farmaya ki mardoh ko diwau-i-khass meh aur lauratoh ko padshalu 
maliall meh dakhil karo^ aur shahr meh aina-bandi ka hukm 
karO; aur shadi ki taiyaii jaldi ho. Goya hukm ki der thi. 

Ek roz nek saiat aur mubarak mahurat dekh kar Shah«zada-i- 
Bakhtyar ka lakd apni beti Bausban Akhtar se bahdha ; aur 
l^waja-zada-i Yaman ko Dimashk ki Shah-zadi se byaha ; Mulk- 
i-Faras ke Shah-zade ka uikah Basre ki Shah-zadi se kar diya ; aur 
Ajam ke Fadshah-zade ko Firang ki Malika se mansub kiya ; aur 
Kim-Boz ke Padshah ki beti ko Bebzad Khah ko diya ; aur Shah- 
zada-i-]Nim-Boz ko Jinn ki Shah-zadi l^wale ki ; aur Chin ke Shah* 
zdde ko us pir-mard-i-Ajami ki beti se (jo Malik Sadik ke kabdhe 
meh thi) kat-khuda kiya. Har ek na-murad ba-daulat Malik 
Shahbal ki apne maki^ad aur murad ko pahuhcba. B^ad us ke chalis 
din tak^jashu farmaya^ aur ^aish o ’ishrat meh rat din mashghul rahe. 
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Akhir Malik Sbahbal ne bar ek Padsbab-zade ko tuhfe aur 
saughaten aur mal asbab de de kar apne apue ko rukbsat 

kiyd. Sab ba-khusbi o kkatir jam'i rawana hue, aur bakhair o 
>afiyat ja pahunche aur padsbabat karne bige. Magar ek Behzad 
Khan, aur Kliwaja-zada Yainan ka apin khushi se Padshah ^zad 
Bakht ki rifakafc men rabe. Akhir Yainam. ke Khwaja-zade ko 
Khan-i«samah aur Behzad Khan ko Mir Bakhshi Shah-zada-i- 
sahib-i-ikbal y^ani Bakht} ar ki fauj ka kiya. Jab tak jite rahe 
faish karte rabe. 

Ilabi ! jis tarah yeh cbaroh Darwesb aur pahchwah Padshah 
A'zad Bakht apni murad ko pabuhehe, tarah bar ek namurad 
ka maksad-i-dili apne karam aur fadhl se bar la, ba-tufail Panj- 
Tan-i-Pak, doazdah Imam, chabardah Miasum {a* lai^him'-iia-mldfu 
tvaa-saldtn) ke, aniin ya lab-al 4lamin. 


]^iXtima-i-Kitab men. 

Jab yeh kitab fadhl-i-Ilahi se ikhtitam ko pahnhclu, 3 i men aya 
ki is ka iiam bbi aisa rakhuh ki usi men laiikh nikle. Jab liisab 
kiya, to barab sau pandrah Hijri ke akhir sal men kahna sbur''d 
kiya tba. B4is ’adam fursat ke barab sau satrah sau ki ibtida 
meii anjam hui. Is fikr men tba, ki dil ne kaha Bagh-o-Bahar 
acbchba nam bai, ki bam nam o bam tarikh is men nikalti hai; 
tab main ne yehi iiara rakba. Jo koi is ko parhega goya bagh Li 
sair karega ; bal-ki bagh ko afat l^izah Id bbi bai, aur is ko nahm, 
yeb hamesba sar-sabz rahega. 

AeyAt, 

Murattab bua jab yeh Bagb-o-Babdr, 

The san barab sau sattrali dar shumar. 

Karo sair ab is ki turn rat din, 

Ki hai narn o tarikh Bagli-o-Babar. 

Khizah ka nabm is men aseb kuclih ; 

Hamesba tar o taza hai yeh babar. 

Mere khun-i-dil se yeh serab hai, 

Aur lakht i-jigar ke bain sab barg-o-bai% • 
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Mujhe bhul jawenge sab had-i-marg, 
Rahega magar yeh sukhan yad-gar. 

Ise 30 parue, } ad niujh ko kare : 

Yehi kariyon se kai mera karar. 

Khata gar kalun ho to rakhiyo miraf, 

Ki phuloh men posbida rahta hai khar : 

Ilai insah murakkab za saliv o khata ; 
Yeh chukega, harehand ho hosli-yar. 

Main is ke siua cbahta kuchh nahih ; 
Yeki hai du 4 meri, ai Kirdagai* ! 

Tea yad men main rahuh dam ba-dam, 
Kate is tarah mera laii o nahar : 

Na pursish ki sakhti ho mujh par kabhil^ 
Na shab gor ki, aur na Roz-i-shumar : 

Td kaiiuaiu men lutf par lutf rakli, 
Khudaya ! ba-hakk-i-Rasul-i-kibar. 


The end. 







